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CSPB 4001 Persuasive Language:
Creativity, Copywriting & Text editing
Assessment 2: Creative assignment
· An essay outlining (i) what you did in making the book and (ii) what you learnt that would be of use in the future
The chosen name for the magazine is FACT, which is an abbreviation of our brand, Female Authors Coming Together. It has been designed to target female readership with an emphasis on feminism. The five contributors of FACT are Kirsty Phillips, Sophie Rossiter, Jane Manly, Charlie Allington and myself, Prithi Shukla. Each of us contributed five individual pages, each of which included a spoof advertisement. 	Comment by Jeni Williams: statement of task
As FACT is a purpose-driven magazine, we decided to engage our readers with thought-provoking content on women’s equality. We first instinctively visualised the layout of the magazine, to bring together a creative style with a single idea. Secondly, we concentrated on delivering strong literary impact with visual sensibility. We worked individually on Microsoft Publisher before combining all the pages into one publication. 	Comment by Jeni Williams: procedure
To discuss the magazine, we met as a team on seven occasions. To begin the process, Charlie gave a session in publishing. This was followed two weeks later by a three-hour training in Adobe InDesign by me, to help the team understand the basic requirements for a magazine publication. This included a plethora of design functions from working within a grid for print media, content in columns or block format, how to create a cover and work with 300 DPI images, shapes and symbols in CMYK colours. As none of the other students had Adobe InDesign, it was suggested by Sophie that we use Publisher, which had the same basic features. This idea worked well for everybody. 	Comment by Jeni Williams: process	Comment by Jeni Williams: process and skills acquisition
Each member of the team had different tasks to handle. My input concentrated on the design, layout and final presentation of the magazine as a complete product. This included the design for the front cover, back cover and the contact page. Though we all have our own styles, I wanted to make sure that I was able to tie the pages together through formatting, design, colour and general layout of the magazine. As the theme was feminism, I thought it would be good to have a woman’s silhouette on the cover and asked if the team could come up with a posture. Jane recommended a woman with her hands on her hips. Using Adobe, I chose the well-known stance of Wonder Woman, which indicates female power and strength. I designed the cover using Photoshop, InDesign and Paint 3D. I carefully considered the brand colours and font for the magazine’s general pages, including the covers. The colour red was chosen for the font as red always commands attention on a page and grey was selected for the background colour to counterbalance and complement the red. The red dragon signifies the Welsh symbol, as we are students studying in Wales whilst the skeleton represents society witnessing women take a powerful stand in today’s world. We chose to do a Contributors page rather than a single editor’s page. The content for this page, back cover and the Did you like this issue was written by Charlie. I added the references and credits. Jane, Sophie and Kirsty helped Charlie and myself contribute ideas towards the magazine. I also assisted some of the team with the design and layout of their individual pages. I suggested the name FACT as an abbreviated name for the magazine and requested the team to expand on it.  Jane came up with Female Authors Coming Together which fitted perfectly. Eventually, I compiled and formatted all the individual pages into one document for printing. The first PDF conversion was sent to all the contributors to check for errors. Once approved I converted the original document into a PDF for commercial printing. I requested the UWTSD Print Unit to provide a proof in Matte and Glossy finish for comparison. After we agreed as a group on changes, I amended the proof and sent it to the printer for the final print of the magazine in both formats. The initial decision was to publish the magazine through a publisher but later we decided to have it printed in the university.	Comment by Jeni Williams: explain why grey has this effect on red? (hot/cold; intense/calm etc)	Comment by Jeni Williams: responsibilities and collaboration	Comment by Jeni Williams: procedure
My individual pages highlight the current problems women face today, from gender pay gaps to female genital mutilation. In addition, I wished to celebrate the suffragette movement and some of the renowned women in history. I researched these topics to collate accurate material before writing the content. The article 3 Sisters: Letters from Prison highlights the anguish the suffragettes experienced whilst incarcerated. In Women & History, the three selected prodigies inspired me through their creative and social work. The images on the page have been digitally painted by me. Having spent a good part of my working career in London I took this opportunity to relate sentiments expressed by many working women in my poem In the workplace. The spoof advertisement on the aftershave, ‘Boss Bottled’ has been designed by me.	Comment by Jeni Williams: description of personal contribution and rationale
[bookmark: _GoBack]My past work in the media publishing industry allowed me to assist and guide the team with the project. This activity has enabled me to enhance my skills in the field, which I can use in the future. I was able to work simultaneously on some of the different processes that would otherwise have been assigned to different departments in a publishing firm. This includes the creative role as a designer, a content writer, a copywriter, managing the production and engaging with the printing unit to get the magazine printed. It is encouraging to know that I fulfilled all these different roles in a single project and can use these abilities in the future if I wish to self-publish. This assignment has also allowed me to incorporate the additional publishing strategies learnt as part of the course, including writing content, proofreading and text formatting. In addition, the project gave me the chance to exercise my ability to be intuitive and innovative in collaboration with other team members and across functions. Keeping a close eye on time frames to ensure pages are collated together in a judicious manner has been an important factor in time and people management, which is a skill I can take forward into a working environment. This project has equipped me with the confidence and ability to work as a self-publisher in the future or with a publishing company, in both print and digital media.  It will also assist me with my presentations and poster creation at level 5. The production of the magazine has been an enjoyable experience and has brought together five creative individuals who conceptualised, wrote and designed a publication that is topical to our society today. 	Comment by Jeni Williams:  adapting and collaborating 	Comment by Jeni Williams: summary of value	Comment by Jeni Williams: very clear good 
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