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The Write Stuff!



• Develop your understanding of the writing process

• Learn about the different forms of writing you will need to develop with children

• Think about the range of contexts you can use to make writing purposeful

• Think about how you will develop children’s grammar and punctuation skills

• Think of the different elements for a lesson plan for writing

• Look at AfL strategies for writing – using success criteria

Aims of this session



What are we teaching children to do?
 An useful model

Frank Smith in Writing and the Writer (2013) formulated 
this distinction. He broke the writing process down into the 
different jobs which come under these two headings:

1.  composition (the actual creation of 
a text);
     and
2.  transcription (the writing down of 
the text)

Smith, F. (2013). Writing and the writer. Routledge.
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organization



The writing process
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1 • Plan

2 • Draft

3 • Revise

4 • Edit



• Writing has to be taught – it does not arise spontaneously;

• Written language is different from spoken language;

• The writer is separated from the reader by time and space;

• Writing is more concise and explicit than speech;

• A wide range of reading is important for building up a 

knowledge of written language.

Key message about 
writing



Languages 
are best 
taught 

embedded 
in a context



“Learners should 
experience a 
language-rich 

environment across 
the key stage 
where oracy, 

reading and writing 
experiences are 

connected.”
Welsh Government (2015) English 

Programme of Study

Reading

WritingOracy



Warm-up games

Although these 
are called “warm-

up games”, I 
would use them 
when I have a 

few spare 
minutes. They are 
good for getting 
children to think 

and articulate 
ideas.

The link is here:Warmup Word Games.doc

The link is here:

Warmup Word 
Games.doc

Warmup Word Games.doc
Warmup Word Games.doc
Warmup Word Games.doc
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The writing process: why do we write?

“What is the writing process like? We 
tend to focus on the ideas when we talk  
about this but the transfer of ideas via 
writing to other people is the main 
process” 

 Medwell et al. (2014)
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Have something worth saying;

Decide that writing is the most important 
medium for saying it;

Have an audience in mind for what is written;

Think about how the ideas will be expressed;

Put these expressions down on paper;

Reconsider what has been written, and 
perhaps make alterations;

Pass on the writing to where it is intended to 
go.



What do we write?



Text organization refers to the way a text is laid out and the order in 
which the information is presented.
Most texts start with an introduction of some kind. However this will vary 
according to the text type.

The structure refers to the way ideas, feelings and information are 
linked within a text. Types of patters that are used to link and organize 
information include:
• Compare and contrast
• Problem and solution
• Listing  things logically or chronologically

Language features refers to the type of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures used in a text. Each text type or form has specific language 
features that are appropriate to that form

Text 
Forms or 

Types

Text Structure

Text Organisation

Language 
Features

Purpose

Children need to understand the purpose of what they are doing.:
They need to have something worth saying;
Decide that writing is the most important medium for saying it, and 
Have an audience in mind for what is written.

You need to teach your pupils about text types or forms

Different Types of Text.doc

Different Types of Text.doc


But how do we teach 
the writing process? 
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• Talk for Writing

• The Write Stuff

• .Hamilton Trust English Planning

• Read to Write 

• Literacy Tree / Literary Curriculum

• Power of Reading (CLPE)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=XRZ9uZ4h0Ss

Do you remember this 
video?

Did you have the 
opportunity to try 

this yourself?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=XRZ9uZ4h0Ss


Planning a writing lesson

Let’s plan 
together

Writing Learning 
Intentions.pptx

AfL Toolkit.pdf
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What should we teach and 
share?

• Discuss words and their meanings and origins.

• Talk about morphemes and how words are put together.

• Make collections of words, for example, homonyms, 

antonyms, synonyms, loan words, homographs and 

homophones.

• Read to children regularly from a range of genres and be 

prepared to discuss authors’ use of language.

• Discuss phrasing, words and punctuation in the whole 

texts.

• Make use of children’s writing as a resource for discussing 

grammar and punctuation.

• Develop a vocabulary for discussing writing and do not be 

afraid to use correct terminology – if children can 

differentiate between a diplodocus and a brontosaurus, they 

can distinguish between an adjective and an adverb!

• Use shared and guided writing to model and to discuss 

ways in which language can be presented.

• Make use of investigations into spelling patterns etc. 

to help develop and reinforce learning.

• Talk with children about why it is useful to develop a 

good knowledge about language.

• Develop your own knowledge and understanding of 

language and show that your enthusiasm

• Read about language. (e.g. Bryson, Crystal and websites 

which offer simple guidance on such issues as using 

apostrophes and the etymology [the study of the 

origin of words and the way in which their meanings 

have changed throughout history]  of our words.)



AfL for writing – success criteria

Skills Ladder - Termly & Yearly 
Progression.doc

Skills Ladder - Termly & Yearly Progression.doc
Skills Ladder - Termly & Yearly Progression.doc
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Writing success criteria and 
using success criteria



Knowledge about grammar can make a significance difference to children’s 
literacy development, but it is important to bear in mind seven key principles.

~ Build up your own subject knowledge. 

~ Give talk a high priority in your classroom.

~ Remember the purpose of teaching grammar.

~ Teach grammar in context.

~ Read aloud and discuss how authors use grammar.

~ Be systematic.

~ Make learning grammar fun. 

Grammar

Grammar for Writing.pdf

Grammar for Writing.pdf


Non-fiction across the 
curriculum

• Children should be encouraged to use the writing skills that they learn in Literacy 

lessons across the curriculum.

• Any curriculum subject can offer opportunities to practise writing one of the text 

types 

•    Thematic work provides great opportunities for children to develop their 

understanding of the topic.

• Children are also able to practise writing different text types in contexts that 

engage them.

• They will also have lots of content fresh in their minds and reinforced by resources 

and displays.
19



Encouraging 
writers

Writer’s 
Toolkit



Useful 
resources
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Other useful resources for you to 
look at



Progression Steps and Principles of Progression

LLC Progression Steps.pptx

LLC Progression Steps.pptx


Review

• Two things you learnt today and one 
thing you wish you had learnt 
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