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Introduction 
Crime prevention theories are innovative new ideas used within Evidence Based Policing that are put forward in order to help tackle the ever-increasing problem of crime Working alongside Evidence Based Policing these can be a way to prevent those crimes from occurring by using various ideas that can help tackle these issues more effectively.
Crime prevention theories can be used in order to tackle many forms of criminal activity whether it be drug and alcohol offences of motor crime. There are several theories that can and have been implemented to help tackle these issues. Many can be found on the college of policing website on a page called the Crime Reduction Toolkit which shows a large amount of prevention theories that have been put in place or will be put in place. 

Speed cameras 
Speed cameras are an excellent example of crime prevention and as a great example of stopping a people from driving at dangerously fast speeds putting themselves as well as other drivers and pedestrians in harm’s way. Ensuring that people stick to the designated speed limits. They do this by being operating in one of two ways;
General deterrence – The threat of being caught and punished as a results of speed cameras discouraging potential offenders in the general population from speeding. College of policing (2021)
Specific deterrence – The act of being caught and punished as a result of speed cameras discouraging active offenders from re-offending. College of policing (2021) 
The first use of cameras was in 1991 and “initially the police and the highway authorities were the ones who had to fund the installation as well as the operation of them.”  Parliament office of science and technology (2004) If you are caught speeding you will be sent a Notice of intended prosecution (NIP) and a section 172 notice. On return of the section 172 notice and the FPN (Fixed Penalty Notice) “You’ll have to pay a £100 fine and have 3 points added to your licence, unless you’re given the option to attend a speed awareness course.” UK Government (2021) 
Are speed cameras effective enough?
Now the question that will always be raised is that if speed cameras are as effective as they made out to be, as they are still being developed and improved to this day. To answer that question, we can look to evidence provided by The London School of Economics and Political Science to which they state that thanks to speed cameras accidents within the time frame of 1992 and 2016 have decreased by 17-39% and have decreased fatalities by 58 to 68 percent. Further adding to this, a study done by Tang, Cheng Keat, (2017) found that putting an additional 1000 speed cameras on UK roads could save up to 190 lives as well as preventing 330 serious injuries additionally to reducing 1130 collisions overall. This evidence provided by LSE and Tang proves that the implementation has drastically lowered the risk of speeding as well as accidents. Showing it to be an effective form of crime prevention.




CCTV 
CCTV works as an excellent way to passively prevent crime from occurring as well as detecting those who are actively committing a crime. The most common crime that is often impeded by the use of security cameras is burglary which makes those committing a crime less confident in their ability to get away with it and hinder the chance of such offences occurring. 
Much like the way speed camera’s function, the main purpose of CCTV cameras is not to catch the person who is committing the crime. Or as Farrington (2007) puts it will deter the offenders by making them think they “have an increased risk of being caught.” As well as allowing the slow development of “natural surveillance”. Which in simpler terms are just everyday people using the area more often as they see it as safer due to the CCTV being integrated there. However, Farrington also points out that due to an ever increasing amount of CCTV the police and other local security may begin to “rely on CCTV and will reduce their vigilance”
Is CCTV as effective as we think? 
Despite the clear benefits that CCTV has in deterring criminals from committing crime and finding those who do. The figures seem to show a mixed result in regard to how truly effective and viable CCTV is for crime prevention for the cost. Ashby (2017) writes, between 2011 and 2015 there was 251,195 crimes recorded by British Transport Police. While CCTV footage was available for 45% of cases only 29% percent of that footage was deemed to be of any use to investigators.  This shows that, even though CCTV may be present there is not always a guarantee that the footage captured by the CCTV will be able to assist in any sort of investigation into the crimes.
Furthermore welsh (2009) notes that out of three setting (car parks, town centres, public transport) the only setting of which showed any promise thanks to the implementation of CCTV was in car parks with a decrease of a significant 41% in crime. However, the other two settings (town centres and public transport) showed no sizable decrease in crime 7% and 6%. 
Though CCTV will go everyday people a feeling of security knowing that if any form of damage will come to property or person it will all be caught on camera the evidence suggests that there will not always be a significant effect on crime in the areas of which CCTV has been implemented and that more research should be conducted to fully understand the benefits or shortcomings of CCTV.


Drink drive stops 
Unlike the way that speed cameras and CCTV stop crime in a passive way Drink drive stops or Sobriety Checkpoints work as an active form of crime prevention as it requires officers to be stationed in known hot spots for the crime of drink driving such as town centres or the high street. As with CCTV an increase of sobriety checkpoints creates a sense unease for those to drink drive or a as Elder (2002) puts it “The goal of sobriety checkpoints is to deter drinking and driving by systematically stopping drivers for assessment of alcohol impairment, thus increasing the perceived risk of arrest for alcohol-impaired driving.”


The risk of being caught drink driving.
In a review Bergen (2014) studying the effectiveness of sobriety checkpoints in the reduction of motor vehicle accidents. The review looked at studies published from July 2000 and March 2012. After reviewing the studies, they found that with the help of sobriety checkpoints, there was a “median reduction of 8.9%” in the number of alcohol related crash fatalities.  They additionally concluded that that due to the consistency of the findings that they had reviewed the effectiveness of sobriety checkpoints, effectively reduced the number of alcohol related fatal motor accidents. 
Another study by Goldenberg (2009) found that within the first 3 months of the implementation of a sobriety checkpoint programme there was on average 29 fewer crashes. In terms of a programme that lasted 1-2 years there was 13 fewer crashes observed. They further found that by increasing publicity of sobriety checkpoints and making people more aware of them made the checkpoints work more effectively as people now knew that there was a perceived increase in chance of being pulled over by a sobriety checkpoint.  
Overall, through the multiple studies the evidence has clearly showed that the introduction of sobriety checkpoints whether for the long term or the short term will clearly reduce the number of alcohol related accidents and fatalities. The effect of these sobriety checkpoints can also be improved through the use of publicity, further reducing people’s confidence in their ability to get away with drink driving.

Firearms laws 
The purpose of the implementation of firearms laws is to limit the availability of firearms in order to prevent them from being used in violent crime. According to the College of Policing’s page on firearms laws (2021) these type of laws can include “the introduction of waiting periods or background checks for the purchase of firearms, outright weapons bans, and safe storage laws.” And may be applied to a regional or national level. This in turn will reduce the risk for officers when it comes to challenging criminals as well as allowing people to feel more safe due to the limit of any sort of weapon. 
The effect of firearms laws on deaths
In countries such as the UK the idea of firearm crime is often seen as an abnormal thing, however in countries with a gun culture plays such a significant role in their lives like the US. There is research that disputes whether or not firearm laws truly prevent crimes. According to Hahn (2005) in the year of 2001 there was 29,573 gun related deaths in the united states with 11,671(39.5%) of those gun deaths being a homicide. Furthermore, despite the need for a detailed background check in order to purchase a weapon from a licensed vendor. This does not stop those who have purchased a weapon from re-selling it to someone who is not legally allowed to own a firearm. This shows that despite someone purchasing a weapon through a licenced vendor this does not have any affect on the people who will resell the weapon to someone who may perhaps use it or criminal activity. Whether or not the person re-selling realizes so. 
Other types of plans put forward by governments such as buyback programmes are found to be an effective way in reducing firearms crimes and deaths. A country who proves to be an effective example of what effective buyback programmes can achieve is Australia which suffered a tragic massacre in 1996 which cost the lives 35 and wounded 18. Encyclopaedia Britannica (2021) After the tragedy the Australian government set out on tightening gun laws and implementing a gun buyback programme. In order to prevent such a tragedy from ever occurring again. According to Leigh (2010) the numbers have gun related deaths have gone down across the board whether it is suicide or homicide. With the number of homicides dropping to 0.15 per 100,000 people. The only other time it was that low was in 1950.
Unlike other countries such as the US, Australia suffered one significant tragedy and the government put in measures to ensure that such a thing would not happen again. With the tighter laws as well as a massive buyback scheme allowing gun related deaths bot homicide and suicide to drop significantly.
Conclusion 
Overall, it is clear that the implementation of crime prevention theories such as those with speed cameras, sobriety checkpoints and the others that have been mentioned. Can have a drastic impact on the numbers of crimes being committed showing that the continuing development of such strategies and theories can only better the places that they are being implemented. However of course not all of them come without some flaws as such that was shown with CCTV footage and its limited usefulness after a crime has already been committed and during the process of solving the crime. Although it can prove to be a significant help despite this. As long as new crime prevention theories are being proposed and set up there is great hope for a continuous drop of crime all across the country and world.
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