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[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay aims to show how the Welsh language is taught within the English medium sector. It looks where the current system is of a low standard and how we are addressing this. This is supported by the ‘One language for all report’ by Professor Sioned Davies, who makes recommendations. Also, the recommendations made by Donaldson in the new curriculum are shown and accepted in the report, these recommendations link with Professor Sioned Davies’ recommendations. The article is made to inform us on how the government is revising new ways of ensuring the Welsh language is not forgotten about in our education and remains of a high importance. 
The article provides many strong points regarding the teaching of Welsh as a second language. It says, “young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills” (Lewis, 2015, p.1).  Although we are being taught Welsh for a long period of time it isn’t of an effective standard. Welsh shouldn’t be accepting lower standards, it should be just as valued as any other subject within our curriculum. However, “Low attainment compared with other subjects … regrettably, been accepted as the norm.” (Davies, 2013, p.16). This poses a problem for our education system as it shows we are not utilising our resources well enough when it comes to learning a second language. These standards would not be tolerated for a subject like English, so it shouldn’t be tolerated for Welsh. This is where Donaldson’s Successful Futures is trying to make changes to ensure the long life of the Welsh language, the new curriculum states that the Welsh language should remain compulsory up to the age of sixteen. I agree with this because if we want to keep the Welsh language alive then it must be taught at school. From my own experience as a secondary school student studying full course Welsh, I know another issue that arises with the teaching of Welsh as a second language is that not enough time is allocated in comparison to other subjects. In my opinion this is one of the reasonings behind students leaving school without the effective welsh skills. Also, some schools choose who gets to do Welsh as a full course based on their sets for maths and English and this is an unfair approach. It is clear not enough students are being given the opportunity to learn Welsh as a second language after the age of fourteen. Estyn says, “nearly a quarter of the year 11 cohort do not sit any GCSE examinations in Welsh”. (ESTYN, 2012-2013, p.43) This means that some students are not having the opportunity to learn Welsh as a second language at GCSE level, creating a massive gap in the future of the welsh language.  
Huw Lewis also states within the article there will be a “Meaningful continuum of learning from 3-16 for each child and young person.” (Lewis, 2015, p.2). This stood out to me as it promises that Welsh will be meaningfully learnt from now on. This made me question what has the teaching of Welsh been up till now. Has it all been pointless? To answer my question, I further researched into this area and found that according to (Davies, 2013, p.12)” reading and writing are generally underdeveloped in the Foundation Phase”. The report also mentioned that it is not compulsory for them to record individuals progress in the Welsh language. This backs my point that up until now the teaching of Welsh language has been pointless as we cannot track students progress and see how well we are doing like other subjects. Welsh is not valued as well as the other subjects within the national curriculum, but this is something that Huw Lewis has said is going to change with a ‘meaningful continuum’. The meaningful continuum of the Welsh language will be seen in the Donaldson curriculum. Within the successful futures report it is said, “The place of the Welsh language in the curriculum needs to be strengthened…propose greater focus on children and young people’s ability to communicate confidently in everyday settings…emphasis on its increasing role in workplace settings” (Donaldson, 2015, p.108.) This shows how the Welsh language is set to improve with the coming of a new curriculum. Its importance has been highlighted fully, meaning there is hope for the future of the Welsh language. Within the successful futures document I also found this statement “Confidence and pride in Wales as a bilingual nation with the strength and assurance to nurture both languages.” (Donaldson,2015, p.27.) This is a bold statement and reassures us that the Welsh language will be valued just as much as English in the future as we aim to become a more bilingual nation. To ensure this happens teaching techniques for welsh as a second language need to be rethought, this is evident as the low attainment of the Welsh language isn’t acceptable. From my own experience of being taught the Welsh language, the language we were taught was not useful to me. It was just taught and learnt for an exam. Whereas, if useful everyday language was being taught it could be used within our daily lives and therefore enter society, helping us to be a more bilingual nation. 
Another angle of the learning of Welsh in our schools pointed out in this report is to “equip our teaching profession with better skills” (Lewis, 2015, p.3). The report also outlines the need for a new curriculum in order to see this change happen. The new curriculum will provide an adapted approach to teaching this including the Welsh language.  With the introduction of a new curriculum there is a hope that the bar will be raised on the teaching and the learning of the Welsh language. The one language for all report promotes the need for the new curriculum to structure the Welsh language and the way it is taught. At the moment there isn’t “one specific pedagogy for the teaching of Welsh second language” (Davies, 2013, p.31). There is a great need for this as teachers need to know whether they are teaching the subject correctly or not. This proves the need of the Donaldson curriculum and the changes it is going to have to our education system for the better. Donaldson has said there will be money for teacher training both initial and continuous. Sabbatical courses can be taken in order to improve a teachers Welsh language skill and potentially become a fluent Welsh speaker to teach the next generation of students. Therefore, continuing to prolong the life of the Welsh language. This will undoubtedly improve the figures for Welsh language and its progress at the end of KS4 with better GCSE results. It is important that the skills of the teaching of the Welsh language are nurtured because if they aren’t then we risk the future of our Welsh language. It is evident that most of the public want to continue with a bilingual education as “two thirds of the public are in favour of bilingual education” (Baker, 2011, p.260). Therefore, the importance of teaching a second language needs to be nurtured to meet the needs of the public. 

Overall, the introduction of a new curriculum provides a great time for the Welsh language to be able to thrive and continue to make significant progress.  The future of the Welsh language shows to be improving at a steady rate and if I was to recommend how to improve the Welsh language, I would say that it lays with how we nurture and support our teachers in teaching the language. This is evident through sabbatical courses, this will ensure the confidence of our teachers to teach the children, and confident teachers will be able to pass on their knowledge strongly to the students. 
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