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Policing Vulnerability and Risk – Assignment 1
“Evaluate an example(s) of successful policing initiatives aimed at protecting vulnerable individuals.” (Child abuse)

This essay will be exploring policing initiatives that have been successful in protecting children against abuse. 
The issue of child abuse is highly prevalent in the UK (Rudolph et al, 2024), and the concern of child abuse helps in highlighting the importance of effective policing, for the public and for police forces. This essay will highlight this importance and present examples that provide successful initiatives used confidently by police which have improved in protecting vulnerable individuals over time.
Initiatives carefully considered will prove that the police are successful in protecting vulnerable children, whilst acknowledging areas for improvement.

The severity of child abuse is increasingly paramount as "half a million children suffer abuse in the UK every year” (NSPCC, 2022). Statistically, if half a million children are suffering with child abuse in one year, that estimates 62 children are reported each day. With modern and reliable education that is now available, it is expected that reports of child suffering will increase. However, many victims are already at a disadvantage to being able to reach out because they are in socio-economically disadvantaged families and communities; this highlights the need for impactful education and resources. There are several ways in which children suffer abuse; physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and neglect.
Physical child abuse is an act of harm which is done with purpose and intent to inflict pain or injury (Briggs, 2020). For example, it is now illegal to smack a child, in Wales (Welsh Government, 2022).  Acts such as the ban of smacking a child came into effect because children were being physically harmed. Other examples of physical child abuse are burning, punching and using objects, such as belts, to inflict pain. Physical abuse links to other forms of child abuse, sometimes causing a “domino effect” because physical injury often leads to psychological distress.
Emotional child abuse can be described through a large range of acts such as cyber-bullying and to other extremities of being forced to watch or become involved in domestic abuse (Metropolitan Police, 2024(a)). With emotional child abuse, the vulnerable individual can believe that they are worthless, useless or even unwanted. Emotional abuse can contribute significantly to mental health conditions such as depression and anxiety from constantly being put down and having self-esteem be lowered.
Sexual abuse in children can occur in several ways and is detrimental, especially in the ever-changing modern world of being online (Hamilton-Giachritsis et al, 2020). For example, apps such as Snapchat are being used by younger people more often. Therefore, they are an easier target for predators; creating a fake profile and pretending to be someone else. Other examples can be physical. These include forcing a child to partake in sexual activities like penetration, having someone touch a child's genitals, being made to touch another's genital area and using objects to rape or touch a child (NSPCC, 2024). 
Neglect is to not provide the basic needs that a child requires (Metropolitan Police, 2024 (b)). Teachers and child-care professionals are taught about signs of neglect in children, such as matted hair, dirty clothing and untreated medical issues like dental hygiene. The basic needs of children are critical for all areas of growth. For instance, a lack of provided food for a child can lead to malnourishment and internal medical problems.

A successful policing initiative used to protect children is called MASH and it stands for multi-agency safeguarding hubs. A MASH includes people with a duty of care such as police officers, teachers, social services and health care professionals. The first MASH’s “developed in 2011 in response to failure of agencies to work together to safeguard children and young people” (Dunne and Finalay, 2016). Therefore, in operation, a MASH is designed to have collaboration between partners such as police and social services etc. to determine if a vulnerable child is in a dangerous or abusive situation. For example, if a teacher reports something to social services, they can inform the police to do a welfare check and then if it's needed, healthcare services can get involved.
Today, there are more success ‘stories’ emerging thanks to MASH’s, but they are hard to locate due to confidentiality. However, Halton Safeguarding Children Partnership (2024) is an organisation that releases successful cases every quarter. In the quarter of August, there were five stories released, but likely hundreds more that took place. The case of “Child A” disclosed that there were issues of the male being involved with drugs, fraud, debt and their parents struggling with mental health. MASHs became involved and assigned a key worker in school to the child, along with having the child be put into contact, regularly, with organisations like CAMHS, supporting mental health. The successful collaborations within MASH have provided successful outcomes for the child, meeting the aim of multi-agency safeguarding hubs, by protecting the child and aiding in needed support. The child has since had better mental health, been withdrawn from drugs and back into education, which he hopes to complete.
The case of ‘Child A’ is one of many and proves the importance of MASH’s. Without working in collaboration, critical elements such as social services could be alerted about vulnerable children later which can cause greater harm to be inflicted to them. For example, a police officer could wrongfully leave a child in a physically abusive situation and not alert other authorities until the next day. This can lead to further harm, which is preventable or in some cases, cause the death of a child. Moreover, if a police officer attended this situation and then alerted social services and took the correct proceedings in the meantime (removing the perpetrator or relocating the child), it deescalates the potential for further harm. This initiative of multi-agency safeguarding hubs give justified reasoning and evidence to support that they are successful in protecting vulnerable children.

Jimmy Saville was a main subject of a child sexual abuse case. The case was brought to attention because Savile “exploited his BBC status to abuse teenage girls” (Greer and McLaughlin, 2013). Karen Boyle (2017) supports that the position Savile was in let him get away with more behaviours in her article titled “Hidden in Plain Sight.” Jimmy Savile was a television personality and a host of many programmes such as ’Top of the Pops’ and a children's programme called ‘Jim'll fix it.’ Because he was a host for media and known for being charitable, many believed that this meant he would be a kind, normal man, instead of someone involved in the exploitation of vulnerable children.
From the crimes committed by Jimmy Savile, Operation Yewtree was formed to investigate him. Findings gave evidence to aid what was discussed previously within this essay. The evidence to support previous points of how Savile was perceived is shown when it is stated, “Savile escaped justice because of a failure by so many in our society to challenge, report or confort his criminal activity” (Moment, 2018). When referring to “our society” it exhibits the lack of concern by not just the public, but also from authority figures like police officers, NHS staff and friends/ acquaintances of Savile. As described previously, his outward portrayal to the world through charity work, including with children, may have been overlooking what was taking place behind closed doors. Furthermore, although findings show a sheer misjudgement of character and blatant ignorance to victims of Savile’s criminal behaviour and sexual child abuse, it became a positive case, in terms of new policing initiatives and plans for the United Kingdom.
New initiatives for society but primarily the police were the main priority after such a high-profile case of child abuse. For example, because the case was plastered within the media, people took it upon themselves to be more aware of what goes on, especially with ‘celebrities.’ The police are always available for anyone to report child/ sexual abuse, if it was years ago or recently (British Transport Police, 2024). This is a way for survivors of sexual abuse to speak up against their abusers. Reporters of child sexual abuse do not need to take their accounts further, even if advised to-do so because it can impact mental health and bring up past trauma. Police forces rather a person spoke up so that data can be more accurate in recording past events opposed to the frequency of present reports happening.
This initiative/ tool used by the police to encourage survivors to speak out has created more awareness and education around child abuse. Schools are more open and knowledgeable about the signs of child abuse; especially sexual child abuse and it can be reported in an efficient matter. For example, if a child was supposed to be doing swimming in physical education and complaining of pains in their groin area, with little explanation of why, and with bruising, it would raise concern of how bruises would've occurred there. From the duty of care of a teacher, these signs would need to be reported to the correct teams such as the police and social services. The child would be given an opportunity to explain what has occurred, but doesn't have to take it, yet can go back in years to add information to a case. The initiative of education and awareness of sexual abuse is critical to protect vulnerable children alongside MASHs, because otherwise children may not be aware that they are in a dangerous and life-threatening situation.

Another initiative concerns the child exploitation and online protection centre, also known as the CEOP. The CEOP is a centre that is national for the UK, which opposes criminals who are online to abuse children (Metropolitan Police, 2024(c)). 
Hamilton-Giachritsis et al (2020) did research with 230 participants and found that young children do not believe online child abuse is taken as seriously as child abuse in-person. For example, an online abuser may manipulate or threaten a child to send sexual pictures of themselves, but because the child has not been physically touched by an abuser, they may not grasp that the online act is also an offence.
The aim of the CEOP, created in 2006, is to inform children about online safety; how to use going online in a positive and impactful way, without being caught out or coerced into inappropriate and criminal activity (Davidson et al, 2009). It highlights what can be used dangerously online, what personal information is not appropriate to share with others and when to report something.
CEOP encourages children to report illegal online behaviours from groomers, online or to a trusted adult. CEOP is an example of a successful policing initiative, which protects children because it targets working opposed to criminals, from the direct victims so that those who harm children have justice served against them.

One of the biggest challenges and potential limitations the police have faced in the past, present and in the future is their ability to connect and reach out to marginalised communities. A marginalised community is a group of people that have disadvantaged factors such as economic factors, social factors and political factors (UK Aid Match, 2020). Therefore, groups of people that can be classified as marginalised include girls, black and other minority ethnic groups and those in LGBTQ+ groups. 
It can be understood that it is harder to reach marginalised communities with. However, there are ways in which these boundaries can be overcome. For example, connection with parents is crucial to benefiting marginalised communities (Watt, 2016). This can be demonstrated through developing positive rapport with the adults, who then relay their welcoming and uplifting encounters with police officers to their children, conditioning positive connotations between children and police officers. This can raise engagement rates between vulnerable children, including those in poor areas, girls and those who are in abusive households to communicate with officers. This important communication can increase data analysis and ideas to work more effectively with vulnerable children in the future.

Future initiatives by police to protect vulnerable children should involve more community engagement, prevention and the use of technology. 
All initiatives already used, as explained, include community engagement. Moreover, it can be argued that more engagement is necessary because some communities are more complex to reach and build structural foundations with, for building police trust. 
Prevention of child abuse is essential because from home visitation successful home visitation results, there is hope that future researchers and police officers will be trained more on education of child abuse, including in the home, at school, etc (Rubin, Lane, Ludwig, 2001).
The use of technology is crucial to the future initiatives of policing to protect vulnerable children because with technology evolving daily, it is key to keep up with new criminal content that is used to target children. Figuring out what is used helps form a guide on how to overcome approaching challenges.

To conclude, the initiatives presented within this essay provide contexts of the benefits within successful policing to protect vulnerable children. The initiatives included cases such as the prolific scandal with Jimmy Savile, along with other cases to give evidence in favour that the police are productive in their effects to protect vulnerable children from child abuse. 
Furthermore, the essay provided reasons for the importance for continued innovative plans from the police, including collaboration with other agencies such as the NHS. Cases in the essay, such as the story of “Child A” back up the need for MASHs and such collaboration.
There are many examples of successful policing initiatives, supported by cases and examples to show the strength of police forces and their growing relationships with the public to protect those that are vulnerable.

















References
· Boyle, K., 2018. Hiding in plain sight: gender, sexism and press coverage of the Jimmy Savile case.” Journalism Studies, 19(11), pp. 1562-1578. Available at: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1461670X.2017.1282832 Access date: 30/10/24.
· Briggs, F., 2020. Child protection: A guide for teachers and child care professionals. Routledge. Available at: https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003134701/child-protection-freda-briggs Access date: 29/10/24.
· British Transport Police., 2024. Reporting rape and sexual assault that happened some time ago. Available at: https://www.btp.police.uk/ro/report/rsa/alpha-v1/advice/rape-sexual-assault-and-other-sexual-offences/non-recent-rape-sexual-assault/#:~:text=You%20can%20report%20a%20sexual,what%20has%20happened%20right%20away. Access date: 31/10/24.
· Davidson, J., Lorenz, M., Grove-Hills, J. And Martellozo, E., 2009. Evaluation of CEOP ThinkUKnow internet safety programme and exploration of young people’s internet safety knowledge. Available at: http://eprints.kingston.ac.uk/23596/1/CEOP%20ThinkUKNow%20Internet%20safety%20report%204-2010.pdf Access date: 1/11/24.
· Dunne, J. F., & Finalay, F., 2016. G625 multi-agency safeguarding hub-a new way of working. Available at: https://adc.bmj.com/content/101/Suppl_1/A369.2.abstract Access date: 30/10/24.
· Greer, C. And McLaughlin, E., 2013. The Sir Jimmy Savile scandal: Child sexual abuse and institutional denial at the BBC. Crime, media, culture, 9(3), pp.243-263. Available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1741659013513782 Access date: 30/10/24.
· Halton Safeguarding Children Partnership (2024). Multi-agency safeguarding hubs: Success Stories. Available at: https://haltonsafeguardingchildrenpartnership.org.uk/children-young-people/success-stories Access date: 29/10/24.
· Hamilton-Giachritsis, C., Hanson, E., Whittle, H., Alives-Costa, F., & Beech, A. (2020) (a). Technology assisted child sexual abuse in the UK: Young people’s views on the impact of online sexual abuse. Children and Youth Services Review, 119,105451- https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105451  Access date: 29/10/24.
· Hamilton-Giachritsis, C., Hanson, E., Whittle, H., Alives-Costa, F., & Beech, A. (2020) (b). Technology assisted child sexual abuse in the UK: Young people’s views on the impact of online sexual abuse. Children and Youth Services Review, 119,105451- https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105451  Access date: 29/10/24.
· Metropolitan Police., 2024 (a). What is child abuse? Available at: https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/caa/child-abuse/what-is-child-abuse/  Access date: 29/10/24.
· Metropolitan Police., 2024 (b). What is child abuse? Available at: https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/caa/child-abuse/what-is-child-abuse/  Access date: 29/10/24.
· Metropolitan Police., 2024 (c). Online Child Abuse. Available at: https://www.met.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/caa/child-abuse/online-child-abuse/ Access date: 1/11/24.
· Moment, A.W., 2018. Operation Yewtree. Protecting Children and Adults from Abuse After Savile: What Organisations and Institutions Need to Do, p.212. Available at: https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=c_QuDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA212&dq=operation+yewtree+effectiveness&ots=eP3TTO6QG2&sig=ZE4B4_PvpiOFNZwonlelzk_7l_Y Access date: 31/10/24.
· NSPCC (2022). Half a million children suffer abuse in the UK every year. [online] NSPCC. Available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2022/childhood-day/ Access date: 28/10/24.
· NSPCC (2024). Sexual abuse. Available at: https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/&ved=2ahUKEwjY2v_4nMWJAxWTX0EAHf5NKhUQFnoECBUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw02CnyrnZZcFtOPG6JYKYVd Access date: 29/10/24.
· Rubin, D., Lane, W. And Ludwig, S., 2001. Child abuse prevention. Current opinion in paediatrics, 13(5), pp.388-401. Available at: https://journals.lww.com/co-pediatrics/fulltext/2001/10000/Child_abuse_prevention.2.aspx Access date: 2/11/24.
· Rudolph, J., McCarthy, A., Fry, D., Pacella, R., Monks, C. and Meinck, F., 2024. Development of a Child Abuse Prevalence Survey & Safeguarding Procedure: Mixed Methods Research Findings. Available at: https://www.research.ed.ac.uk/en/publications/development-of-a-child-abuse-prevalence-survey-amp-safeguarding-p Access date: 28/10/24.
· UK Aid Match., 2020. Defining marginalised – the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office’s ‘Leaving no one behind’ agenda. Available at: https://www.ukaidmatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Defining-marginalised-leave-no-one-behind.pdf Access date: 1/11/24.
· Watt, L., 2016. Engaging hard to reach families: Learning from five ’outstanding’ schools. Education 3-13, 44(1), pp.32-43. Available at: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03004279.2015.1122321 Access date: 1/11/24.
· Welsh Government., 2022. Ending Physical Punishment in Wales. Available at: https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-05/ending-physical-punishment-information-for-parents.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiBurnNlsWJAxWgQ0EAHYpMKc4QFnoECBQQAw&usg=AOvVaw1IAUw-2d4veGGR_8c9rYE0 Access date: 29/10/24.
