
Basingwerk 
 

1. Belonged to the Savigniac Order originally,; later incorporated by 
Cistercians. 

2. Savigniac house founded by Earl Ranulf de Gernon, earl of Chester, in 
1131; incorporated into Cistercian order in 1147. 

3. Cistercians offered spiritual security to the lords of both Wales and 
England, so founding an Abbey would meet this need. They also had 
economic expertise which could benefit the local economy. 

4. The location is significant because the abbey is situated on the border and 
the order therefore  had a relationship with both Welsh and Anglo-Norman 
lords. The abbey also had strategic importance during battles between 
Welsh and Anglo-Normans. 

5. 1131 - founded as Savigniac order 
1147 - reconstituted into Cistercian order 
1157 - relocated when the house became a dependency of Buildwas.  
1536/7 - dissolved 


