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Legal Research 
When it comes to conducting legal research there are a range of different and effective methods available to use when researching. Both methods come with a range of advantages and disadvantages when producing and publishing information. Being able to conduct and complete legal research is a vital and important skill to obtain while working for law firms, by using a variety of different methods. 
Due to the constant changing and evolution in Law, keeping up to date with new legislation is vital for all practicing solicitor, barristers, and any legal representative. By have the constant access to the internet it means that publications and websites are updated more frequently and quicker than having to wait for books to be published and released to the public. There are a range of advantages when it comes to using electronic resources. Advances over the years and how electronic resources have developed, have led to instant access to a range of primary and secondary research. (Research Gate, 2008). Another benefit of having to use internet for research is the variety of sources available, there are a range of websites, articles and many books are now available to access online. One of the most important and most accurate websites to use when using electronic research methods for legal research is Lexis Nexis and Westlaw which both allow experts in their fields to write and publish articles and journals. Another advantage would be its cost efficient, by using the internet it saves money rather than spending on books and journals (TechPrint, a). 
Another advantage of using electronic research methods is how beneficial it is for the environment, by using electronic research methods it reduces the amount of paper used, the number of trees being cut down are significantly reduced. By having information at the touch of a button, it significantly reduces the amount of waste that is used within office spaces, such as paper wastage and storage units. Thus, reducing the amount of waste that ends up in landfill or tips. 
 Since the internet became available in the 1990’s it has enabled a range of different changes in how the world works. It has allowed people to access new services, allowed instant access to information and changed the way businesses and the government operate. 40% of the of the world’s population are using the internet every day, both in business and personal life (Internet Society, 2015).  By using this method of research, it reduces the carbon footprint drastically. 
Furthermore, electronic resources provide access to a variety of secondary sources, such as legal encyclopaedias, treaties, and law review articles. These sources offer in-depth analysis, commentary, and interpretations of the law. By incorporating these secondary sources into your research, you can gain a deeper understanding of the legal principles, precedents, and trends relevant to your specific area of research. Customisation options are another significant advantage of electronic resources. Many online research tools allow you to customise your search preferences, filters, and alerts. This level of customisation enables you to tailor your research experience to specific needs and preferences. By setting personalised filters, you can narrow down your search results and focus on the most relevant information. Additionally, you can set up alerts to receive notifications about new cases, legislation, or legal developments in your field of work, ensuring that you can stay up to date with the most recent changes. 





While there are a range of advantages in using electronic research methods there are a range of disadvantages that come along with it. By having access to the internet, it allows ‘anyone’ to be able to publish anything online. It can be difficult to determine whether or not a post is accurate, anyone can publish or post online without having to fact check or make sure the information stated is correct. This can mean a lot of information online is false and inaccurate. Having to make sure that the sources are reliable is a difficult thing to do as there are no fact checking websites available to check the authenticity. (Online Thesis, 2021). Although using the internet can be cost efficient many of the websites online require a membership fee to be able to access all content, which can be very time consuming if the information is needed as soon as possible. 
It is critical that the information that is used is accurate. It can be very time consuming to use electronic research methods as it is vital to make sure the sources used, and websites are in fact correct. Along with having to make sure the information used is correct, it can be very overwhelming to use this method. There is a large amount of information on the internet which means it can be difficult to know where to begin when researching, it can be easy to get adrift while searching for information due to the vast amounts of articles, websites, and journals (Tech Print, b). If there is a specific topic being researched, then the information that is available can be limited. Dependant on the topic there may be issues when accessing what’s needed. While there are a range of books that are now available online there are many that aren’t, meaning that hard to come by books that have the relevant information relating to the research can be inaccessible. Thus, can mean that difficulty can arise when looking for experts or reliable data on a particular subject or area of interest. 
Although using the internet has great impact on the environment, it does also have many different disadvantages connected to it. There are around 30 billion internet-connected devices in use every day, such as tv’s, smartphones, computers, and tablets. Research shows that by 2025 the Information Technology industry could be responsible for at least 20% of all electricity produced and a minimum of 5.5% of the worlds carbon emission (Kettle, J, 2021). There are buildings specifically designed to store data and computer hardware, which in turn are all almost connected directly into the electricity grid, meaning that the usage of electricity is greater than normal.  Thus, increasing the worlds usage of electricity and fossil fuels are greater than average due to the amount of people who are using online resources as research methods. 
Non-electronic resources, such as books are still a valuable commodity in legal research for a range of different reasons. Firstly, books often provide in-depth analysis and comprehensive cover of legal topics. They are written by legal experts who excel within their field of study, they offer valuable insights and interpretations of the law. These books can provide a wider understanding of the legal principles, historical context, and theoretical perspectives that may not be easily found nor accessible with electronic research (Brown, D 2023). 
Secondly, non-electronic resources, particularly legal textbooks are often peer-reviewed and rigorously edited. This is to ensure that the accuracy and reliability of the information contained within them. These resources undergo a thorough review process, which helps maintain a higher standard of quality of work and also credibility. This is to ensure that the information provided within these books are reliable to use when researching (Cabag, Y 2023). 
Non-electronic resources can offer a more structured and organised approach relating to legal research. Books are often organised by topic or specific area of law, making it easier to navigate and locate the information that is relevant. They provide a comprehensive overview of a particular issue within law, allowing researchers to gain a deeper understanding of the subject matter at hand. 
Non-electronic resources can serve as a valuable historical reference. Many of the legal texts and statutes have withstood the test of time, these can provide insights into the development and evolution of legal principles. They can provide information on how the legal concepts have been interpreted and put into practice over the years, which can provide a valuable understanding of the current state of the law. 
Lastly, non-electronic resources can be beneficial in situations where electronic access is limited or unavailable. In certain circumstances, such as a power outage or places in remote areas or rural areas that have limited access or no access at all to the internet. Physical books and hardcovers are still relied upon for legal research. 
When conducting practical legal research, books may present a certain limitation. Books may not always offer the most current and up to date information. Regulations, legal statutes, and case law can evolve and change over time, rendering book content outdated. This can hinder researchers from accessing most recent legal developments and interpretations. Secondly, books may delve deeply into niche or specialised areas of law. While they can provide a solid foundation of legal principles, books may not cover emerging or highly specific legal topics comprehensively. This could limit a research ability to explore ‘cutting edge’ legal issues or explore the nuances of specialised legal fields. It is also worth noting that books can take a significant amount of time to write and publish, meaning that all statutes and regulations aren’t going to be up to date with the newest changes (Matesic, A). 
The physical nature of books can present practical challenges. Books are physical objects that require space and can be cumbersome to carry around. This can make them less portable compared to digital resources, which can be accessed conveniently from various devices. The lack of portability may limit researchers’ ability to access legal information on the go or in situations where physical books are not readily available. 
Books can be costly when it comes to legal research. Purchasing legal textbooks and case books can be expensive. Legal publications often require regular updates or new editions to stay current, which can further increase costs. Accessing legal libraries or subscribing to online databases may also involve substantial fees. However, there are alternative resources available, such as online databases and open access legal journals, that can help with the financial burden of relying solely on books for legal research. While many educational institutions may have a limited number of copies, many will need to purchase a copy of a specific book regarding the topic they are researching (Singh, S 2023).
Using books in practical legal research can have a variety of different disadvantages regarding the environment. Books are typically made from paper, which requires cutting down trees. By doing this and creating books, it is one of the leading contributory factors to deforestation, which in turn can then lead to loss of habitats for the local animals and negatively impact the eco systems. Up to 14% of deforestation is due to the demand for paper books, the production of a single paper book produces around 7.5kg of carbon dioxide (Towler, B, 2022). By creating and publishing books it requires resources and uses energy, by distributing these all across the globe it negatively impacts the amount of carbon emissions that are being emitted into the air. However, it’s worth noting that many publishers are taking steps towards sustainable practices, such as using recycled paper and implementing digital alternatives. Utilising digital resources and online databases can significantly reduce the environmental impact associated with traditional book research. 
While having the internet available to use there is another method which is widely used across many different topics. Using non-electronic research methods are just as effective as electronic research methods. By having both research methods makes it easier to be able to conduct effective research on topics that are relevant. While there are many advantages and disadvantages from both methods, by using the two consecutively it can provide a range of benefits when conducting legal research. 
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