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Frequently going missing.


Travelling to locations they have no known connections. 
Signs 
Can lead to serious physical and emotional harm. 
Overlaps other forms of abuse and criminal exploitation
Consequences
Protect any children involved from further exploitation 
Multi agencies working together. 
Prevention
County lines 
Drug dealing 

Drug dealing
Types of abuse 
Meaning
Drug dealers in major cities using vulnerable young individuals to supply drugs and money into towns and rural areas.
Child sex trafficking. 

County lines involves the transportation of illegal drugs and money by coercing vulnerable people and children into do so. This issue along with the involvement of children in gang activities is becoming an increasingly prevalent issue since it is estimated that 46,053 children between the ages of 10-18 years are involved with gangs in England, and in the past 10 years county lines has increased in the UK (Railway children 2020). The national crime agency has reported that 88% of the police areas within Wales and England have seen either established or emerging county lines within their area (Williams and Finley 2019). 
The people that are most likely to be at risk of becoming involved in gangs are those who face discrimination, individuals who live in a household where there is alcohol and substance abuse, children from broken down families and those who are deprived of community opportunities. More specifically, primary school children, especially those who fit these criteria are more likely to be coerced into joining a gang since they are easy targets and are less likely to be caught. Gangs have many tactics in order to coerce children and vulnerable people such as cuckooing which involves using a local property in a target area in order to remain hidden. This is because children will not need to travel outside of their area to meet up with the gangs which would be suspicious. 
There are many forms of abuse that can be inflicted on children within gangs. For example, children may be coerced into drug dealing and this coercion can take the form of physical 

abuse. Another risk posed to children within gangs is child sex trafficking as children can be easily coerced into situations where they are unaware of the dangers. As a result, there are many overlaps between county lines and other forms of abuse and criminal activity. This can be severe effects on both the physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing of the child since they are likely to be physically harmed by the violent coercion and distressed by the horrific environments that they will be exposed to. 
signs that they are involved in criminal activity. The two most obvious signs involve children travelling to locations where they do not have any known connections and children going missing from school or home. Whilst spotting this behaviour can help identify who is in need of help, more work needs to be done to stop gangs from being able to coerce children in the first place. This work needs to be done on a local and national level to ensure that all arears are In order to help children, escape the control of the gangs it is important to be aware of the protected and specific individuals are identified if they are acting suspiciously. The most effective way to do this is for multi-agencies from different parts if the UK to work together. It is also vital for healthcare staff to receive high standard of training so that they can also identify any children that are at risk (Williams 2018). 
Additionally, awareness needs to be a priority as this can help reduce the issue further. If communities notice a child becoming involved in criminal activity, then there needs to be more awareness as to where this can be reported. It is also vital for some deprived communities to



have more support and confidence with the Police force. It is also vital that individuals remember that these vulnerable people are victims and not suspects. It is often mistaken that these vulnerable people made a choice to engage in gang culture (Pace 2022). However, that is not the case these individuals were groomed and did not have a choice or feel like they had a choice. 
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