OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022 11:30am, Year 1

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This particular critiacl incident during a Language lesson (welsh), when all children were sat on the carpet infront of the teacher. The children were sat in rows based on their ability. There were five rows, meaning that there were five ability groups. The less able children were sat at the front close to the teacher and the more able children were sat in the back rows. 



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The children were all sat on the carpet ready to take part in a welsh lesson. It is critical to note that the welsh lesson (Tric a Chlic) is delivered to the class as a whole and is also a timed lesson. The aim of the lesson is to develop the students’ ability to read and understand the welsh alphabet. However, it was observed that not all children were engaging with the lesson, it was clear to see that the more able children benefited from the lesson but the less able children had little understanding of the letters presented and would depend on their peers for answers. The less able students would repeat what their peers say, rather than engaging in independent thinking where learning takes place. 




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The observer believes that there are many reasons why this critical incident, the areas being:

· Assesment for Learning
· The Four Purposes (Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throught their lives).
· Behaviour.
· Classroom manegment. 
· Seven Areas of Learning (Welsh Language Developmet)
       


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This particular year 1 classroom was a very busy environment, as it shared learning area with the other year 1 class which was next door to the class where this critical incident took place. Because of this the there was a lot of noise outside the classeoom which obviously distracted the children as they woul often be looking towards the door, and a few of the children would interupt the lesson, by shouting across and asking the teacher when it woul be there turn to go play in the area. 





Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022 12:05pm Year 1 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This critical incident took place during carpet time aftrer dinner. The classroom teacher had all the children to sit in a circle and began a discussion. All childdren were instructed to sit neatly with their hands on thei needs and to have magnet eyes, which meant to keep their focus on the teacher. The majority of the children were able to follow these instructions. However, some children were distracted by the other children from the additional year 1 class which were playing in the shared areas. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Once all the children were sat on the carpet, focused, and ready to start the task the children were asked what they thought an a whole-part model. The teacher used Class Dojo as a prompt to encourage the children to take part in the lesson and answer the questions. On a whole the use of Class Dojo seemed to be an effective way to reward the children and to foster encouragement. However, the observation highlighted that the use of Class Dojo can course the children to answer questions without thinking of the answers, and to gain points. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Behaviour management 
· Classroom layout
· Assessment for learning




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

When looking to critically evaluate this critical incident it is key to consider the environment, at the time this critical incident was observed it is important to note that there was a lot of noise inside and outside the classroom due to the shared areas of learning with the other year 1 class. In addition to this the critiacl incident took place just before lunch time, where the children seemed to be very excited and more distracted than usual. 











Record 3
	Date and time, year group:  26/09/2022 2:30 Year 1


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This critical took place during the the afternoon session, when two groups (11 children) were in their outside learning areas which were just ouside the classrrom. Within the outside learning area there were five main areas (reading, chalk, cars, picnic, and whiteboards). The observer noted that the children which wanted to play outside needed to be wearing a red lanyard. The teacher decided who could play out in the outside area. However, it was then up to the children if they wanted to swap with a friend. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The critical incident took place in the outside learning when a child from inside the classroom wanted to go out to the outside learning area. However, none of the children in the outside learning area wanted to swap. It is important to note that there is a set number of children which are allowed to play in the outside learning area at any one time, and this was monitored using red lanyards. Most children has a clear understanding of this behavior management technique set out by the teacher. The critical incident happened when a child went into the outdoor learning area without a red lanyard. The children in the outdoor learning area with red lanyards noticed this immediately. This resulted in the children becoming argumentative, which then drew the attention of the teacher. When the teacher went out into the learning area two children began to argue, as a result of this the teacher decided to direct the children to play in two separate areas (one being inside and one being outside). 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Behavioural management  
· Classroom layout
· Time restraints
· Classroom management








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

During the time of the critical incident, it was free learning/play time for the children in the classroom. Because of this there was a lot of noise and distractions going on. An additional point to consider is that it was almost home time for the children, and becasue of this they were showing signs of fatigue and some began to grow fitgity and argumentative with their peers. These are all important notes to take into consideration when looking to critically evaluate the critical incident.







