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[bookmark: _Toc203606109][bookmark: _Toc203606110]Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development
1.1 Paper Details (Title, Author(s) and Year of Publication)
The research paper is ‘she didn’t know how to go back’ School attendance problems in the context of the COVID19 pandemic – A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals was written by Bronte McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson published in 2022.
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc203606111]Main Topic or Problem Explored in the Paper
The study was conducted to gain an understanding to why schools across the UK are having problem with attendance for primary school age children with the effect of COVID-19 pandemic, School attendance has been affected across the UK because of the outbreak of COVID-19 and has cause an impact to the children attendance, routine and mental health with both children, parents and professionals finding it difficult to communicate with each other, meeting individuals needs and sustaining relationships with each other. The researchers also focused on the children with special needs and how COVID-19 affected them academically. Their finding was that children with special needs was more affected by the changes that was happening due to COVID-19 impacting their anxiety, academic attendance and adapting to their new school routine. 
1.3 [bookmark: _Toc203606112]Who Is the Research About?
the researcher’s focus was on children with special education needs (SEN), academic children, parents and professional teachers, children was the focus overall. Their aim is to introduce community base interventions. Different ways to improve their practice, also improving ways of make sure the support is easily accessible within their community.  the different type of methods they use to conclude their finding. 

1.4 [bookmark: _Toc203606113]Why Is This Topic Important in UK Health and Social Care?
School attendance is very important in the UK as missing school can have a big impact on children’s academic skills, wellbeing and their further opportunities later in life. This issue has been ongoing with the UK and has risen by 18% with children being absent in class, meaning they miss at least 10% of school session. (Department for education,2026). 
This is important with health and social care because of poor attendance can affect children mental health, anxiety and special education needs. Research by Finning et al. (2009) found an association between anxiety and poor school attendance, especially with school refusals. My chosen paper also found that anxiety, changes within school routines has contributed to the rising attendance problems. (McDonald, Lester and Michelson,2023) 
This has study has shown why many children struggle with attendance and may need support from schools, parents and professionals rather than labelling the issue as behavioural problems. 
[bookmark: _Toc203606114]Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question
The main aim of the study was to understand why some primary school children was having problems attending school during COVID-19 Pandemic. The researcher wanted to hear from parents and education professional who were involved first hand, so that they could understand the problem from different point of view. Research also wanted to find out the different type of support that were available and what support weren’t currently available and how they may be able to offer current support that wasn’t being accessed. The aim of the study was to focus on factors such as anxiety, changes to school routine and communication between parents and education professionals and support for special education needs. 
[bookmark: _Toc203606115]2.1 Research Question(s) or Objectives
The main aim of the researchers why primary school some children were finding it challenging to attend school during the COVID-19 Pandemic. the researchers also look at the different type of support that was available and the type of support they received and if they fund hat support useful, the study also focused on finding what support could be available to support families that were struggling with school attendance. Overall the study explored how school, and families could work together to help children attend school more regularly to raise their attendance.  
[bookmark: _Toc203606116]Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods
[bookmark: _Toc203606117]3.1 Overview of Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed-Methods Research
Quantitative Research is research that mainly use numbers and statistics to collect information it can be used to measure and compare the findings. For example, within a health care sector researcher can give patients a questionnaire to find out how many people are satisfied with the service they receive. 
Qualitative research focusses more on people experiences, opinion and feelings. Not at mainly using numbers as it allows people to explain what they had experienced. for example, researchers can interview patients about the care they had been receiving.
Mixed methods research uses both Quantitative and Qualitative research together. Researchers using both methods means they can collect information using numbers and opinion. Researchers using a questionnaire to find out how pleased patients are with the service, then following up with interviews with patients to find out about their experience in more detail. 

[bookmark: _Toc203606118]3.2 Research Methodology Used in Your Chosen Paper and Why
The research methods that were used in my chosen paper is qualitative research. The focus was school attendance problems during COVID-19 pandemic and focused on the experience and views of parents and professionals. The researchers used surveys and open-ended questions and carried out interviews to get more in-depth information.
(Brit J of Psycholo-2022-McDonald-She didn’t know how to go back school attendance problem)
I believe qualitative research was the right choice for this study because the researchers wanted to understand people’s experience rather than just collect statistics. The individuals that took part was able to explain their own views about things such as children anxiety, changes to their school routines and communication between parents and schools.
(Brit J of Psycholo-2022-McDonald- She didn’t know how to go back school attendance problem)
the researchers also find that children with special educational needs and children who has already had anxiety could find returning to school particularly difficult after the COVID-19 lockdown.  
(Brit J of Psychol-2022-McDonald- She didn’t know how to go back school attendance problems)
[bookmark: _Toc203606119]3.3 Primary and Secondary Data: Definitions, Differences, and Application to Your Paper
Primary data is information that have been collected by yourself directly from the source for the researched reason. Primary data is collected by different methods, and whichever can be more realistic and gives the best findings these are conducting by doing interviews or carrying out observations. The information collected is first-hand and is specific to the researchers. 
Secondary data is information that has already been collected by someone else and can be used in another research. This can include books, previous research, or journal articles.  One of the main differences between primary and secondary data is primary data is collected first hand by researchers and secondary data has already been collected and has been used by other researchers. 
Within my chosen paper, the researcher collected primary data because the information was gathered directly from the parents and education professionals. The first stage, 29 parents and 19 professionals completed the survey, in stage two interviews was conducted with parents and professionals 
(Brit J of Edu Phychol-2022-McDonald-she didn’t know how to go back attendance problem)
The researchers also used secondary data also to look at previous research and other information to support their study and to be able to compare their findings with what they had already found with school attendance problems. 
(Brit J of Edu Psychol-2022-McDonald-she didn’t know how to go back school attendance problem)
[bookmark: _Toc203606120]Section 4: Conclusion
Reflection on this report has helped me to understand research better and why it’s important in health and social care. the paper focused on the problems with school attendance during the COVID-19 Pandemic, also looked at the experience that family and education professionals had. 
From the research questions and objective, I was able to understand what the researchers wanted to find out and what was affecting the children’s attendance and the support that was mad available to them. I also learnt how quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods were implemented. 
The paper used qualitative approach because it looked the experience and opinions through interviews and surveys. I have also learnt the difference between primary and secondary data. Primary data is collected directly by researcher and secondary is data that has already been collected. This has helped me to understand that researchers are able to use both data in their research.
Completing this report taught me that researchers should use reliable information. As it’s important to think about where the information has come from. I have also learnt about the difference methods that is suitable for the right research.
For the future these skills will help me with my studies as I will need to find reliable sources and understand research methods and use that information correctly. And this will be useful in the health and social care sector because research helps professionals to understand the different needs of individuals and giving them the right support.
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