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Task one: Observational
Semiotics can be explored and understood in many ways. One way it can be defined is as “the study of signs and their meanings, including images and words” (EBSCO, 2024). The study of semiotics is very much contributed to Charles Sanders and Ferdinand de Saussure as their interpretations have made what we know about semiotics today, “semiotics has been significantly shaped by philosophers such as Charles Sanders Peirce and Ferdinand de Saussure” (EBSCO, 2024). I will be using some of their theories and Models as ways to analyse the movie poster for The Exorcist, 1973:
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Figure 1: (Impact Posters Gallery, 2025)
This poster was created by Bill Gold for The Exorcist movie. The image in figure 1 was originally a scene taken from the movie and Gold left only what he though was important to the story and he “adapted it by taking a lot of the detail out of the photo and turning it into a design” (Squires, 2018). Throughout the image he utilised the contrast between the white text and the black background, as it starts to form an uncomfortable feeling, “stark white lettering on a black background—effective and terrifying” (Desta, 2018).  In addition to this, having all the text be capitalised, it already puts you on edge and lead you into the horror aspect of the poster/film.  The use of a serif typeface brings an intense seriousness and reliability to the image, “tiny typographic cues communicate power, trust,” (Sol, 2025). This makes the narrator of the story seem reliable, and therefore you believe that the story is truthful and realistic, henceforth making it more terrifying. 

As a viewer one of the main aspects I notice is the eery light created from the lamppost and the upstairs window. As it causes tension in the poster as there is no natural light in the image and it represents how upstairs, there is nothing natural going on. This is explored in this quote “an otherworldly light from a second-floor window” (Evans, 2018). The light indicates the supernatural element of the film and how the house is controlled by this evil that is unnatural. The contrast of the slither of light and the dark atmosphere possessing the rest of the image symbolises the struggle of the light (good) trying to not let the darkness (bad) takeover. 

This light then leads you to “The lonely silhouette of a man” (Evans, 2018), as he is highlighted in the image, hinting at that he has been sent there to prevent this supernatural force from controlling this family even further. You can almost guess his face through his body language that he knows what hes getting himself into. He can already see the burden he is about to be faced with as he is looking up at the window. It symbolises the challenge that is looming over him and looking down upon him through this line of light.  The simplistic design helps highlight the key story telling ability this poster includes and how “you knew somehow that whatever is about to happen inside that house is not going to be good!” (Squires, 2018). He is highlighted and draws in your eye as he symbolises being the last thing that can help get rid of the darkness/evil that has taken over the home. He brings another light with him, the lamppost, that juxtaposes the light coming from the house, showing how a new perspective/approach away from the supernatural might be what is needed to resolve the issue. This counteracts my original view of the poster as I initially thought he didn’t seem to know what he was getting himself into but now seeing how the designer chose to use the light as a way for him to peak into what waiting for him and how his responsibilities are looking down on him, I now see the man is ready for what he is about to embark on and the supernatural/horror element of this movie is all around him. 
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Task Two: Manifesto
1. Treat others how you want to be treated
2. Do it scared
3. Be kind to all animals
4. You don’t have to be the best at everything
5. Don’t worry what others think
6. Surrender to the process
7. Trust your intuition 
8. Don’t create unnecessary waste 

You don’t have to be the best at everything: (career, relationships and life)
Trust your intuition: (you know what is right for you)
Don’t create unnecessary waste: (food, clothing and time) 



“a document publicly declaring the position or program of its issuer. A manifesto advances a set of ideas, opinions, or views” (Manifesto | Definition, Examples, & Facts | Britannica, 
“A manifesto is a written declaration of the intentions, motives, or views of the issuer” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manifesto
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