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Module Co-ordinator: Ross Phillips

Lecturers (Carmarthen): Helen Griffiths, Lauren Thomas, Emma Jones



How to contact: 

Email: helen.a.griffiths@uwtsd.ac.uk 
Email: lauren.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk 
Email: e.c.jones@uwtsd.ac.uk

Module Aims:

The aims of the module are:

· To introduce higher education academic skills which will form the foundations for successful completion of the degree programme and support future employment.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· engage in, and recognise the importance of academic reading, writing, referencing and develop confidence in communication and presenting to different audiences and for different purposes; 
· develop effective communication styles and systems and develop digital competency skills in line with the academic demands of the programme.

Teaching and Learning Strategy 

The module aims to maintain a balance between the theory and practice of education through a range of strategies. Discussion, lecture, group work and self-directed study are used to meet this need. Tutorials also give the students the opportunity to discuss relevant issues and to gain individual, formative feedback regarding their work and assignment. 

The sessions for this module will consist of face to face lectures, synchronous learning and asynchronous activities.  The lectures will give students the opportunity to develop the skills of careful listening, reflecting, summarising and analysing.  They will cover the major theories, debates and areas of research critical to the module.

The tasks and reading provided need to be completed in order to support your knowledge and understanding of the topics covered in this module. It is vitally important that students study the reading and complete these tasks as they will be used in the seminar. The strategies in this module have been selected on the basis that they will not only help you to learn but provide models for different approaches to learning.








Teaching and Learning Tools 

Moodle 

This is our central repository for all module materials you will need for this module. Please ensure that you check this regularly. 
Microsoft Teams 

This is the platform we will use to support your online learning with us. All students have access to Teams as part of their Office 365 student subscription and module tutors will allocate you into a team ahead of you beginning your studies with us on the module. We will use this primarily for any synchronous online teaching sessions as well as for any online tutorials or additional apps we would like you to have access to. We may also use the chat function of Teams to communicate with you and we also encourage you to use this as a way of peer support also.  

MODULE SCHEDULE 

BLOCK 1

 
	SESIWN/SESSION 
	PWNC 
	SUBJECT 

	Wk 1 S1 
	Cyflwyniad ac asesiad y modiwl 
	Introduction and module assessment  

	WK 1 S2 
	Presenter Coach - ymgyfarwyddo
	Presenter Coach -familiarisation 

	WK 1 S3 
	Darganfod eich llais academaidd
	Finding your academic voice 

	ASYNCH 
	 Tasgau annibynnol – gweler Moodle
	 Independent tasks – see Moodle

	WK 2 S1 
	Cyfeirnodi o fewn y testun
	Referencing within the text

	WK 2 S2 
	Rhestr cyfeirnodi 
	Reference lists 

	WK 2 S3 
	Ysgrifennu beirniadol
	Critical writing  

	ASYNCH 
	 Tasgau annibynnol – gweler Moodle
	 Independent tasks – see Moodle

	WK3 S1 
	Ysgrifennu’n adfyfyriol
	Reflective writing 

	WK 3 S2 
	Gweithdy cyflwyniadau 
	Presentation workshop 

	WK 3 S3 
	Tiwtorialau 
	Tutorials 


 
Please note: All materials for the sessions will be available via Moodle (Please familiarise yourself with these before and after each session), online teaching sessions will take place via TEAMS

MODULE ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

5 minute video presentation and 1000 word reflection (+/- 10%)

[bookmark: _Toc146028255]Part 1: Presentation

Present a five-minute video presentation and record yourself using Microsoft Presentation Coach (detailed guidance will be provided).  Choose one academic study skill that you feel is most important for your future studies.
You may wish to consider one of the following:
· Referencing.
· Paraphrasing.
· Time management.
· Critical thinking.
· Reflection.
· Any other skill discussed in this module

· Discuss why these are important skills for university.
· Include action points for further personal development in these study skills.
· Support all points with reference to academic literature. You should reference slides and reference orally as you present.

Suggested structure:

1. An introduction to your chosen study skill, your reasons for choosing this skill and why you feel this is important to your studies. Remember to support your points with academic sources and reference these correctly. The purpose of a PowerPoint introduction is to capture the audience’s attention and set the tone for the presentation.
2. The main body requires a deeper explanation of your chosen study skill. Include why these skills are important. Include any useful strategies, tips resources and tools available to help you with your academic tasks and challenges. You will also need to discuss how this skill will support your future academic work. Discuss how you intend to further develop these skills during your time at university. Remember to support all the points made with a range of relevant academic sources.
3. Conclusion. Summarize the main points of your presentation concisely, clearly and memorably. Do not introduce any new information or questions. Use the conclusion slide to reinforce key points made in the presentation. 
4. Accurate reference list following Harvard referencing guidelines.

Submission: Your supporting presentation slides and a link to your video should be submitted to Turnitin. You MUST ensure that your video can be viewed by your lecturer and the internal verifier. Please ask if you are unsure how to do this.

[bookmark: _Toc146028256]Part 2: Reflection (1000 words +/- 10%)

Microsoft Presenter Coach will provide you with an electronic rehearsal report. The reflection is your opportunity to reflect on and discuss your feedback from this report and also your thoughts and feelings about your presentation. Consider the strengths and weaknesses of your presentation and any changes you would make to future presentations. You will need to support your reflection with evidence from relevant literature.

Your reflection should include the following:

· Brief introduction:  your initial thoughts of presenting and how you felt about delivering your presentation.
· The rehearsal report will provide you information about your pacing, pitch, use of filler words and language and will provide you with suggestions for improvements. You will need to discuss this feedback and anything else you feel relevant in detail and support this discussion with relevant literature.
· Any challenges when presenting?  Why?  Any areas that you felt were most successful. 
· Is there anything you could have done differently/would do differently if you were to present again? How will you develop your presentation skills further whilst studying for your degree?
· Please include a screenshot of the presentation rehearsal report in your reflection.


Reading:

It is important to remember that you are reading for a degree in education. The more you read, the more the concepts and ideas will make sense to you. Teaching sessions are not exhaustive; they are designed to provide you with an insight into a particular aspect of the topic and will not give you all the answers. It is up to you as a student to maximise your learning experience by reading around the subject in addition to regular attendance in class. 
In addition to this, you may be asked to come to sessions having read particular material or having undertaken certain tasks. When this occurs, it is essential that this is done. 



INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	ECES4012

	Module Title
	Securing Successful Study Skills

	Classification
	Reading List Entry
	Electronic

	Essential
	Cottrell, S (2019) The Study Skills Handbook. 5th edn. London: Macmillan International Higher Education.
	☒

	Essential
	Godfrey, J. (2018) How to use your reading in your essays (3nd ed). Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan.
	☒

	Essential
	Judge, B. (2013) Critical Thinking Skills for Education Students. (2nd ed). Exeter: Learning Matters.
	☒
 

	Essential
	Moore, S. (2010) The ultimate study skills handbook. Maidenhead: McGraw-Hill, Open University Press.
	☒

	Essential
	Pears, R. and Shields, G.J. (2019) Cite Them Right: the essential referencing guide. 11th edn. London: Macmillan International Higher Education.
	☒
 

	Further
	Cottrell, S. (2021) Skills for Success: Personal Development and Employability (4nd ed.) Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan. 
	☒

	Further
	Hopkins, D. and Reid, T., 2018. The Academic Skills Handbook: Your Guide to Success in Writing, Thinking and Communicating at University. London: Sage
	☒
 

	Further
	Osmond, A., 2016. Academic Writing and Grammar for Students 2nd edn. London: SAGE.
	☒
 

	Further
	van Emden, J. & Becker, L. (2016) Presentation Skills for Students (3rd ed). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
	☒




Additional Material
Students will be directed towards current publications as they become available and towards appropriate electronic resources.
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