News Report /HPHP 4018/
Introduction:
In this news report, I would like to discuss Vyacheslav Volodin, the State Duma's chairman, who officially visited Mongolia on September 23-25. The news was published on the official website of the Mongolian Parliament on the 22nd of September[footnoteRef:1]. I chose this news to discuss for the purpose of this visit was interesting in contemporary politics.  [1:  https://www.parliament.mn/nn/30924/ <Accessed 07/10/23>] 

The speaker of the State Great Khural, Parliament of Mongolia, invited the Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation. During the visit, V. Volodin was scheduled to meet the President and Prime Minister of Mongolia. Therefore, I am going to write official discussions of them and what was the point of this visit. 

Purpose of the visit:
First of all, the purpose of this visit was to make formal negotiations between Mongolia and Russia. “During the negotiations, detailed opinions would be exchanged on the issues of activating inter-parliamentary cooperation aimed at strengthening the comprehensive strategic partnership between those countries, and expanding cooperation in the trade, economy, investment, and humanitarian sectors of the two countries. Furthermore, The Speakers discussed issues of development of cooperation within the parliamentary dimension and the agenda of the first meeting of the Commission on Cooperation between the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation and the State Great Khural of Mongolia.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/57882/ <Accessed 07/10/23>] 


Keypoints of the news:
Vyacheslav Volodin thanked the Speaker of the Parliament of Mongolia for his invitation to pay a visit to the country. The Chairman of the State Duma stressed that Russia “attaches great importance to the development of relations with Mongolia.” 
“We should develop various formats of cooperation: interregional, border, and, of course, inter-parliamentary format. It is important for us that the Commission, which meeting will be held soon, will lay foundation for new relations that will be based on commitments, seminal basis. It will help us reach a new level of cooperation, where within the parliamentary dimension, we will be able to discuss issues of harmonization of legislation and of providing legislative assistance for development of trade relations, issues related to transport, economy, finance, energy, and, of course, humanitarian issues,”[footnoteRef:3] emphasised V. Volodin.  [3:  http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/57882/ <Accessed 07/10/23>] 


“Development of relations and cooperation with the Russian Federation remains one of the priorities of the foreign policy of Mongolia,”[footnoteRef:4] stressed Gombojavyn Zandanshatar, the speaker of the Mongolian Parliament. [4:  http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/57882/ <Accessed 07/10/23>] 

“Cooperation between the parliaments as organizations expressing the will of the people, our voters, is an important part of cooperation between our states. In this regard, the State Great Khural and the Government of Mongolia support the enhancement of cooperation,”[footnoteRef:5] added Gombojavyn Zandanshatar. [5:  http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/57882/ <Accessed 07/10/23>] 


Doubtful side of the news:
It is usual and normal to have cooperating governments between two countries. However, having inter-parliamentary cooperation is not, at least for me, normal. From my perspective, the law-making body shall be independent and on its own, especially from any foreign governmental body. What does inter-parliamentary cooperation mean? Does that mean if the State Duma passes a law, the State Great Khural also have to pass a similar law? In any sense, it seems ridiculous. Hence, I think, it was a silly mistake of the Mongolian Parliament’s Speaker. Foreign affairs shall be the issue of the Foreign affairs minister and President. Obviously, Parliament shall determine the policy of foreign affairs, however, that does not necessarily mean Parliament shall be involved in an executive way. Russian petrol is a headache for every politician in Mongolia as Mongolia is dependent on it. So we might think inter-parliamentary cooperation is not damaging, as Mongolia is still on the list of exporting petrol countries, after Russians started limiting their petrol export[footnoteRef:6]. Even so, it will be a mistake if the Mongolian Parliament continues this affair with the State Duma. [6:  https://mongolia.gov.mn/news/view/26814 <Accessed 07/10/23>] 


Treatment of the Chairmans:
Vyacheslav Volodin landed in Mongolia on September 23. As scheduled, V. Volodin and G. Zandanshatar went to Parliament House where they were meant to do a ceremony in front of the Statue of Chingis Khan. At this ceremony, V. Volodin refused to bow down to the Statue while G. Zandanshatar was bowing down. This shocked G. Zandanshatar and the Mongolian people as it showed great disrespect in my opinion. Even V. Putin himself and Pope Francis were showing respect for the statue when they visited Mongolia last time. I greatly condemned the Chairman of the State Duma for breaking basic diplomacy when paying an official visit to other countries by his simple gesture. I was informed by an unofficial source that because of that gesture, G. Zandanshatar suddenly cancelled all schedules for that afternoon and took V. Volodin to the Chingis Khan Museum as it was not scheduled at all. 
After that, on the last day of the official visit, the 25th of September, V. Volodin and other staff went to the statue of G. Zhukov to show their great respect to their war hero. 
Conclusion:
Russia still wants Mongolia to be in their control, to be dependent on them for petroleum and other stuff. It seems Russians are confident enough to disrespect Mongolians in unhidden ways. However, the policymakers of Mongolia should be critical, outsmarting to avoid those aggressions. 
Inter-parliamentary cooperation can not be justified if it continues to do so. It will be safe and practical if Mongolians continue their foreign affairs by the minister and executive body. If I may, the Mongolian government shall give great power and finance in the area of petroleum to be able to become independent from any other country. Lastly, it is common and typical that powerful countries show aggression to their dependent countries if I being realistic. Nevertheless, it is a matter of a country itself becoming powerful not other countries nor their aggression. 
