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Introduction
In this topic, all the aspects of the magistrate have been covered wherein, the whole role of the practices involved, along with this even the appointments as well have been brought ahead. There is a legal age as well through which ordinary people can even get appointed as a magistrate, the reason being that they have the skills and knowledge of various fields and they can even have knowledge of the local areas where they reside as well. In this manner, lastly comes the advantages and disadvantages of the magistrate towards the criminal justice system and also the community as well. Also, there is a need for reform as well. In this manner, all the aspects of the magistrate have been covered with proper insight as to the magistrates of England and Wales.




[bookmark: _Toc140756171]Advantages And Disadvantages Of Magistrates In The Exercise Of Justice
[bookmark: _Toc140756172]What is a Magistrate
Magistrates mainly are determined as volunteers in a court and also in their community as well. In addition to this, magistrates also attend cases in criminal courts as well, along with this even attend family court. Usually, there are some cases which are heard by three magistrates, involving a magistrate who is even trained to completely act as a chairperson. Further, it can be said that a legal advisor in any given court, will always provide law advice. Also, they will make sure that all the magistrates follow every procedure correctly (judiciary.uk, 2023).
When it comes to criminal cases, it will always begin at the magistrate court. Therefore, it can be said that magistrates are the ones who pass serious crimes, to the crown court. In addition to this, the magistrate will always decide if a specific defendant has to be kept in custody, or should they be left out with strict conditions. Magistrates also deal with crimes like “minor assaults”, along with “theft” as well. They even have the liberty where they can give the punishment like, “fines” or even “imprisonment that can go up to 12 months” for a single crime.
[bookmark: _Toc140756173]Discussion About Magistrates In The United Kingdom
Magistrates in the United Kingdom can also hear cases that are entertained at “family court” as well. They can even deal with cases that are related to “children”. Magistrates surely can arrange for a child to be looked after or even if needed can even start the process of adoption as well. In addition to this, they can even help “parents get separated” by making arrangements for the sake of the children. “Child maintenance orders” can also be enforced as well by magistrates. Furthermore, they can also put out court orders so that they can prevent the “offence of domestic abuse”. The magistrates can also get proper advice from the guardian of the child, or even the advisor of the family court as well especially when the proceedings of the case have commenced (magistrates-association.org.uk, 2023).




There are more than 12,000 people in England and Wales who have volunteered to commit their time towards being a magistrate. The legal age at which a person can be appointed is 18 and can even retire by 75. In addition to this, a senior presiding judge will not mainly appoint anyone in general who is above the age of 70. Also, the general expectation is there, wherein magistrates will have to sit in that position for a minimum tenure of 5 years before retirement. All these individuals who volunteer for the role of magistrates do not have any requirement of having a legal qualification, also prior training is not compulsory to become a magistrate (gov.uk,2023).
[bookmark: _Toc140756174]Main Responsibilities
Magistrates have to be completely decisive and also should have the ability where that have to form all their opinions, and which have to be unbiased and also impartial as well. They also have the responsibility where they must be having the ability to assimilate a good amount of information, and also, they have to identify issues that a relevant as well. In addition to this, comes the understanding and also appreciation towards various perspectives. Therefore, magistrates must have the ability to properly recognize various factors and deal with them properly. They should also show genuine understanding and even empathy in various situations. Magistrates must be constantly open-minded and also, and they should even reflect and also learn the perspectives of people as well and they have to adapt very quickly to all changes that come ahead. Furthermore, they will even get various opportunities that will help them to learn and even maintain proper competencies well. Magistrates have to be approachable and even dependable as well so that they can gain the trust and confidence of other people as well in a professional manner. This will help them to even be good in decision-making as well, which is considered to be a common challenge for all (Donovan et al.,2020, p.1-15).
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All the legal decisions which are taken in England and Wales are not made by judges. They can be made by ordinary people as well who work in various fields and even have past connections with the legal profession as well. Therefore, these people will have a complete sense of fairness and they should also have the ability to listen properly and even make judgements which are rational as well. In addition to this, by doing this they can become proud representatives of the community. Therefore, magistrates are also known as “Justices Of The Peace”, and they are completely passionate about making a huge difference for their local community. Hence, they volunteer for at least 13 days a year and even go through training as well, where they even attend a different variety of cases in the court.
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The Labour government closed almost 125 magistrate courts during the year 1987 to 2009 and also later on even opened 25 new magistrate courts as well. In addition to this, there has been a rapid response towards the decline in court caseload as well. In 2018 the magistrate courts in England and Wales had almost concluded 1.47 million cases. This has been compared with the data from 2010. Therefore, the House of Commons library even has an online dashboard as well, that allows a view of the court closure of Magistrates by the constituency. This, therefore, will completely show the whole distance from each local area that is completely nearby towards the magistrate court as well (researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk, 2019).
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Magistrates therefore come from very different kinds of backgrounds and they are ordinary people who just have common sense and also can take fair decisions as well. Therefore, anyone who is voluntarily for being a magistrate should not have any past criminal convictions which come under the criteria of serious offences. This is the reason why magistrates need to have few characteristics. It can be related to having good character, along with this, to even show a proper amount of commitment and reliability as well. Furthermore, they should be having good social awareness, and whatever judgements which they give have to be given with a sound mind. They should even have a good understanding and also be able to communicate properly as well. Lastly, they should even be properly mature enough to understand the seriousness of a situation or a judgement that they might be thinking of giving in the future.
[bookmark: _Toc140756178]Evidence Of Any Other Advantages Or Disadvantages
There are a few advantages of magistrates where the cost remains completely low, and also every case is adjudicated very quickly as well. Therefore, all the people who volunteer as magistrates have good local knowledge of the area in which they reside, and also, they have complete knowledge of the kind of people who reside in the area and what kind of character they are. In addition to this, the disadvantage of magistrates is that time commitment can be an issue, as many magistrates are young and are removed from the magistracy. Therefore, most of the magistrates be middle-aged people and are very wealthy as well.
[bookmark: _Toc140756179]Reform
[bookmark: _GoBack]Magistrates are truly considered to be the cornerstone of the justice system, but there are situations where many defendants are sent towards the crown court, and therefore they receive a custodial sentence, even if it could have been handled by the magistrate as well. Therefore, there have to be reforms with the approaches of magistrates, wherein it has to be ensured that all the magistrates maximize the use of all their skills and capabilities, the reason being that they can then deal with cases that are more complex and serious as well. Instead of committing those cases towards the crown court for a harsh sentence (Tahroui and Loulou, 2023, p.49).
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In this topic, there has been a proper evaluation of the role of magistrates and how they are appointed as well. In addition to this, ordinary people are therefore considered to be having the liberty to legally get appointed as a magistrate. There is a legal age as well, and also then comes ahead the very fact of the advantages and disadvantages as well of a magistrate that helps the local community. Magistrates, therefore, need some reforms as well, where they have to take care of cases that are serious offences as well and should try their best to make sure that these cases don’t go before the Crown Court. Reason is that it will lead to people getting even more serious sentences. In this manner, all the aspects of the magistrate have been covered.
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