Sojourner Truth- Ain’t I a Woman?                                                                Rachel Owen: 1801974
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sojourner Truth was an African- American abolitionist and women’s rights activist who spoke at the Ohio Women’s Rights Convention in 1851 with a speech that became famous for its view on equality in gender. Truth was born into slavery under parents who had been captured from their homes in Ghana and Guinea, she was one of 12 children. Under their original name of Baumfree, the family were owned by Colonel Hardenbergh however, after their masters passing the family was divided, being handed down to the Colonel’s son Charles. Truth was bought and sold several times before residing with her master John Dumont in New York where she learnt how to speak English. Truth found love in a slave from a neighbouring farm and had a child however her daughter became the property of her master, she later married another slave under command of her master which saw the birth of three more children.[footnoteRef:1] The motives of her speech were driven by her experiences in slavery and striving to create a better life of equality in her current social situation. Truth’s history in slavery gives her the unique advantage that carries through in her speech on the struggle of being a black woman in America with little to no rights.  [1:  Biography.com Editors, Sojourner Truth Biography (April 2014) https://www.biography.com/activist/sojourner-truth [Accessed: January 17th 2020]
] 

Truth delivered her speech at the Women Rights Convention in Salem, Ohio and directed it at the President, Millard Fillmore who was present for the convention. Her intended audience would have been the officials in attendance who could make the changes she sought after, in addition to followers of her cause. I imagine the convention would have been heavily populated by women of colour, emancipated themselves or seeking emancipation. Given that Truth had little to no education, the interpretation of her speech is varied, especially since there are two transcribed version, appearing at different times. 
The speech was given in 1851 during the height of awareness being raised for sexual violence against enslaved women. The Civil War was yet to happen but tensions were raising with President Fillmore making strides to prevent the extension of slavery within his heavily Whig populated Congress. Stephen A. Douglas was a prominent figure for change in Congress during this time; he presented five separate bills to the Senate. His bills proposed settlements like California becoming a free state and granting territorial statues to New Mexico in addition to abolishing the slave trade in Columbia. Truth had previously spoken at the first National Women’s Rights Convention in Massachusetts whilst on tour with George Thompson and Douglass and Harriet Tubman.[footnoteRef:2] Due to other pieces like Harriet Jacobs Life of a Slave Girl, covering similar issues in nearly identical detail; Truth’s speech holds credibility for issues that a large number of female slaves had to endure. When the speech was given adds to the relevance the source has to anyone attempting to understand the gender issues at the time.  [2:  F. Freidel & H. Sidey, United States of America (2006) https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/millard-fillmore/ [Accessed: January 17th 2020]] 

According to Marcus Robinson’s account, released in 1851, Sojourner Truth ascended the stage and calmly asked the President if she could speak. When she did, it was with a purpose; proving she was just as good as any other man. Previously having been a slave, she noted that she could handle the same work load as anyone else by presenting her muscular arm highlighting, she had indeed done labour work to achieve such a physic. Truth made clear she could carry as much as any man and even eat as much as him if given the opportunity. Using the analogy of a pint she requested that women too should be allowed a full pint and not be feared when they do because they do not desire to take everything or more than they deserve, just basic human rights that everyone else is allowed. She even jokes that giving women rights will encourage them to cause less trouble. Truth admits that she is uneducated, stating she cannot read but can listen and understand; through this technique she knows the bible and its parables, she turns to a minister stating Jesus wasn’t a woman but without women, Jesus never would have been born. She acknowledges that Eve threw the world into turmoil but requests that women be given the chance to set it right rather than be punished for it. Frances Gage’s account released in 1863 presents some differed interpretations than Robinson’s. Gage recalls dialect about how Truth was not treated as equal to men but also to white women; women she encountered were helped out of carriages and over ditches but no one ever offered chivalry to female slaves. This account describes Truth’s stature in detail, she stood tall and straight and roared her story at the crowd. Truth’s children are mentioned but in inaccurate numbers and conditions; she only had 5 children yet the account suggests 13, this is likely a mix up with her own number of siblings rather than children she birthed. Her interpretation of Eve’s sin changed in that she suggested if the 1st woman could turn the world upside down then surely all of her supporters could turn it back around. 
Overall Truth provides an infectious speech that became popular and highly referenced throughout the journey to the vote for women. It’s significance spreads not only through the fight for voting rights and the abolition of slavery but is also an account of slavery during the height of its popularity. Its reliability is questionable due to the differed transcriptions and gaps in consistency however, its powerful delivery and meaning stands the test of time. 
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