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Introduction
The following essay will provide a discussion on the magistrate and the roles and responsibilities associated with the post. A magistrate is a post that is voluntarily chosen by different people as they participate in the hearing in a criminal court and family court. The prevalence of this system of justice in the UK is highly efficient and has created a fast-track system in the UK. This essay will provide a description of the roles and responsibilities that are expected of a magistrate in the UK legal system. Additionally, the court closures and characteristics of courts will be mentioned in this essay. The various reforms along with the advantages and disadvantages of the magistrate system of justice will be discussed in this essay.


Discussion
The general definition of a magistrate is a person given the power to decide in a legal case with the authority provided by a qualified seniormost judge. The magistrates often hear cases that are of low seriousness (Ross, 2022). Magistrates in a legal system are people with the power to grant or withdraw a judgement based on the surety of personal bonds. The magistrates often sit in a group and collectively take their decision by voting for passing a judgement. The chairperson has the responsibility of summarising the whole judgement of the group of magistrates (Chadwick and Wesson, 2020).
The magistrates in the UK are chosen voluntarily to hear the cases in different courts. The senior presiding judge chooses a person able to preside over a case as per the recommendations of public bodies made up of existing magistrates and non-magistrates. The post of a magistrate is unpaid and hence temporary. The Lord Chief Justice appoints the magistrate for hearing cases that could be criminal or legal in nature (CAMPBELL, 2020). The freedom to preside a case and take decisions is fairly limited in a magistrate, unlike judges as they are not appointed through the system and do not possess a qualification to certify their posts. Magistrates often preside in a group of three with two people acting as ‘wingers’ while a single person is appointed as the chairperson of the group seated in the middle of two wingers. The system of courts in the UK has a special provision for magistrate courts at the level of district judges. The various civil and criminal proceedings that are carried out in the magistrate courts are small cases that do not involve serious offences.
The magistrate has various kinds of responsibilities in the judiciary suite of the UK. One of the main responsibilities of the magistrate is to hear cases in the courts. The magistrates are responsible for hearing cases in both family and criminal cases. A particular case is usually heard by 3 different magistrates. One trained magistrate also was there to act as a chairperson in those hearings. Apart from that the magistrates also have various other responsibilities (GOV.UK, 2023). The proceedings over criminal cases are the responsibilities of the magistrates in the magistrates’ court. Lower-level offences for instance theft, motoring and assault offences are typically included in this type of case. They also need to pass impartial judgements applying sentencing guidelines and relevant laws on the basis of the evidence presented in the court. Sentencing convicted defendants as a part of a particular panel or alone also are the responsibility of the magistrates. Various kinds of factors need to be considered by the magistrates for instance the criminal history of the defendants, the severity of the offense and more. The magistrates can pass custodial sentences, community orders impose fines and more based on the circumstances of the case and characteristics of the offence. The magistrates in the UK also can issue warrants for seizure, search and arrest. These warrants allow the police or any other agencies regarding law enforcement to seize, search and arrest related to ongoing investigations. However, before issuing the warrants the magistrates need to consider the number of pieces of evidence presented to them to ensure that warrants are based on reasonable grounds. The preliminary hearing is also conducted by the magistrates in some particularly serious cases for instance murder, theft or robbery and more before transferring it to the crown court. However, before referring the cases to the crown court, the magistrates need to consider the pieces of evidence presented in the courts. Granting or denying bail is one of the other responsibilities of the magistrates (Magistrates Association, 2023). Civil cases, for instance, recovery of debt, and dispute resolution between tenants and landlords also are dealt with by the magistrates. 
Court closures are one of the major dis-favourable factors of the judiciary system in the UK. ads per the current year's various courts in the UK have been closed that affect the total number of magistrates. It also affects the court users as due to the closure of their nearby courts; they have to travel longer to reach the courts (Welsh, 2022). The access of normal people to justice also gets hampered due to the closure of courts. The people that cannot afford to travel long distances have been affected mostly by this flaw. Additionally, the court closures in the UK also generated bigger caseloads on the rest of the courts that hampered the quality of justice delivered by those.  However apart from the disadvantages, an important role is being played by the magistrates in the judiciary system of the UK. Therefore, some efforts surely needed to be made to make the magistrates supported in their jobs even in the case of court closures. 
According to Innes (2022), the diverse range of experiences and backgrounds are the major advantages of magistrates. Various kinds of skills and perspectives have been drawn by the magistrates to their role as they are drawn from all walks of life. This diverse range of backgrounds and experiences helps the magistrates to gain a better understanding of the court issues and represent the local communities in a proper way. Additionally, the magistrates needed to have some specific characteristics, for instance, sound judgement, good character, willingness to help the local community and more. However, as per the current scenario in the UK, some concerns have been raised regarding the diversity within the magistracy. Some efforts have been made to mitigate this problem for instance outreach programs that help in encouraging diverse candidates to pose their willingness toward taking this role (Rab, 2021). Whereas the magistrates also need to have proper qualifications and training to pass informed decisions to the court. Currently, they are provided with training regarding courtroom procedures, law, and more. However, some training has been provided to them throughout their role as a magistrate in the courts of the UK. Tough the changing nature of the law and its complexity raise some concerns regarding the relevance of the training provided to them. Some suggested that they should be provided with more detailed training while some suggested that this can lead to discouragement among the candidates to apply for this role. 
However, the magistrates often can be seen to have less legal expertise, especially in complex cases. This can be another disadvantage of the magistrates. While in some other aspects, the author argued that this can affect the overall decisions or sentences made by the magistrates. They are also more likely to produce more errors in making decisions in court than other trained legal professionals. As per Robinson (2019), another concerning factor is the use of digital technologies in courtrooms. According to the author, it can reduce the significance of the local knowledge of the magistrates and their overall understanding of the community. Cost-effectiveness is one of the other advantages of the magistrates. They are basically one form of unpaid volunteers. The local knowledge acquired by the magistrates helps them to come up with an informed decision in the courts that demonstrates their effective understanding of the local community. People also find the magistrates less intimidating and more approachable than the judges. This greatly helps in making the processes of the courts less daunting for the court users and the defendants. 
As per the current judiciary scenario in the UK, there have been calls for reforming the magistracy. This includes various opinions or suggestions to provide more support and training to the magistrates to increase their legal knowledge and diversity in the magistracy. Additionally, some also suggested that a particularly prominent role should be provided to the magistrates in the justice system of the UK to increase their overall significance in the court (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023). As an example, they must be allowed to sit alongside the judges on panels in specific complex cases. However, some efforts have been made to modernise and reform the magistracy to improve the overall diversity among the magistrates. This also focuses on providing improved training and support to the magistrates for performing their roles in an efficient manner. 

Conclusion
The above essay has concluded with an understanding of the various aspects of magistrates in the judiciary system of the UK. It has been demonstrated that the magistrates played an important in the legal system of the UK. Preceding criminal cases, issuing warrants, conducting preliminary hearings and more have been the responsibilities of the magistrates. The court closures have greatly affected the court users as they have to travel long distances. The magistrates have a diverse range of backgrounds and experiences. However, the lack of legal expertise has been identified as the major disadvantage of them. Reforming the magistracy has been initiated in the UK which might solve the current problems in the judiciary system of the UK. 
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