CREATIVE WRITING PART TWO

LESSON TWO:

LESSON THREE
Theme
Story details the emotional journey of the characters. Plot is the mechanics of the story – how that journey happens. Theme is what the play is about.

The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms defines theme thus:



Theme: a salient abstract idea that emerges from a literary work’s 

treatment of its subject matter. While the subject of the work is described concretely in terms of its action (e.g. ‘the adventures of a newcomer in the big city’), its theme or themes will be described in more abstract terms (e.g. love, war, revenge, betrayal, fate, etc.) The theme of the work may be announced explicitly, but more often it emerges indirectly through the recurrence of motifs.

(The theme of Macbeth could be: “the journey of a man from honour to dishonour’. The theme of Little Red Riding Hood could be: ‘the journey of a child from the safety of home to the dangers of the side world’.

Exercise:

1. Write out a list of  words under the following categories:
· Eleven ‘things’ (animal, vegetable, mineral; natural or man made; no people)

· Six colours

· Five feeling or emotions 

2. Re-write the list, mixing up the categories by placing the words in alphabetical order.

3. Write a speech on the theme of war. The theme must not be mentioned by name and the words in the list must appear in that order.

4. If there’s time, try one or two of these: AIDS, guilt, loyalty, trust and betrayal etc.
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