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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Wellbeing and Resilience

Guidance:  

	
Consider and reflect on the impact of organisational justice on yourself as a member of the police service. (Code of Ethics)

Consider the steps that your organisation is taking to raise ethical standards. 


1000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

Organisational justice (S.Baldwin, 2006) is the way an organisation is perceived by it’s employers. This opinion of the company is formed through multiple factors such as the treatment of the employees by the organisation, the attitudes of the persons and the interactions between colleagues.  The college of policing has published a code of ethics (College Of Policing, 2014) that defines the standards expected of a person working in the world of policing. 

One of the key factors of organisational justice is Distributive Justice. This aspect is the manner in which work tasks and incidents are distributed between a set group of people throughout the working week. South Wales Police structure their teams into various shifts that are managed by a police sergeant who allocates the work load such as police incidents and various enquires to the police officers they manage. Considering this aspect, I have experienced not only a well-managed shift but more importantly fair distribution from my police sergeant to both myself and my colleagues. This has allowed us to create a healthy working environment where no persons have voiced concerns about another being allocated similar incidents which are considered to be more time consuming than others. I have also not heard any of my colleagues become disgruntled about the tasks they receive due to the fairness of their allocation. This healthy work environment allows for the growth of interpersonal relationships between the members of my shift as we all voice the opinion that we are treated fairly. 

When discussing organisational justice, I believe the topic of courses should be heavily taken into account. South Wales Police offer a wide variety of courses for their officers and staff that in some cases can be highly sought after which makes obtaining a placement on these courses difficult at times. For example, the most sought after course for any police officer in the beginning of their career is the initial response course. Completion of this course allows officers the ability to drive to incidents with exemptions for the speed they are travelling and operating the lighting system while doing so. These courses are generally allocated by the officers length of service, this was stated when I initially became a part of my shift and due to the openness from my police sergeant on this I felt like I was being treated with honesty and fairness. Since gaining the status of independent patrol as a response officer, I have been allowed the opportunity by South Wales Police to start to build a foundation of specialist skills to provide the opportunity to progress these further in the future. An example of this is that I have completed the level two Public Support Unit (PSU) training which allows the possibility to further my skills in this field as I wish to become a Public Support Unit medic for South Wales Police. I feel that this is a way that South Wales Police invests in it’s officers and it encourages me to work the standards set out by the organisation as it recognises the efforts I have placed into the role and awards these efforts by giving the opportunity to further my skill set. The appraisal given provides me with incentives to maintain the high standards set by South Wales Police.

While reflecting on the previous year as a police officer, I have also identified a few factors that have cultivated a negative view of the organisation. The issue that has impacted my own person view of the organisation is the issue with staffing not just where I work but across the South Wales Police organisation in general. At the group level of analysis which is the way working shifts are structured in the organisation, it has been stated that a group that is understaffed is associated with a lower overall level of performance (DC Ganster, DJ Dwyer, 1955). It is difficult when staffing is low due to persons being abstracted from shift, going on the courses mentioned and annual leave. Unlike other roles in the working world, police officers are unable to complete their own work when required. This is due to spontaneous incidents involving threat, risk and harm to the general public that requires a police officer to attend to safeguard the persons involved. Due to the lower levels, the same officers are required to attend these throughout the working day, the result of this is that the officer’s personal workload will continue to build while they are dealing with the spontaneous incidents. 

Not only South Wales Police but every police organisation in the United Kingdom have been undergoing a national recruitment drive to bolster the amount of officers they employ (Home Office, 2019). This will allow officers to submit higher standard of work due to there being less time pressure present as the workload is shared amongst more deployable officers. There will be a knock-on effect that officers will be more professional due to them having more control over their workload and being able to have more face time with the public. Not only will this be better for officers but having more police officers out patrolling their respective areas will show the police presence to the public and encourage a healthier relationship within the communities the officers are assigned to. 

Another way South Wales Police are taking steps to raise ethical standards are by providing officers and staff with regular training. Some of this training is delivered in person but most of the content is completed through approved electronic learning packages. These packages are constantly being published organisation wide when a gap in knowledge is identified through surveys and group sessions. These educate the persons taking them in the ethical standards expected of the organisation and provide them with a deeper knowledge to serve the general public more effectively at live incidents. 
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Task 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Evidence based policing, Research Methods and Skills, Decision-making and Discretion 

You must choose a policing incident involving a partnership approach which you played a significant role with an offender/service user/victim and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the problem including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

What options did you consider when adopting a multi-agency approach? 

How did you decide on the most appropriate option to mitigate or resolve the problem and how did you evaluate the available evidence?

Justify your intervention and highlight potential consequences.


1500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

Throughout this essay I will be reflecting on an incident where a multi-agency approach was carried out due to my actions at a live incident. I will discuss the possible outcomes of the different routes that were available to myself and the consequences of the actions I carried out at the location. I will also talk about how I was able to communicate my decision with the thought process to those involved and how I was able to justify the actions that I carried out. 

During a day shift in my policing area, I received a call about an incident where a child had threatened to carry out sexual acts on another child’s younger sibling via an online social media app. The call stated that the subject had threatened to carry out multiple sex acts on the aggrieved’s younger sibling due to the subject and aggrieved having a verbal argument at their place of learning. Children’s online activity is currently growing larger in England and Wales (Ons.gov.uk, 2021) with some children even admitting to sending sexual messages to others. As I arrived at the aggrieved’s address, I started to take mental notes of how they were presented with regards to hygiene and clothing. All of the children incident the address were presenting clean and healthy to myself, the parent was also there who kept a clean and tidy house with nutritional food inside the fridge. I spoke to the child and the parent about the incident at length, it was agreed that the correct course of action for this incident would be to educate in what they were saying and the effect it was having on others. The option of criminal proceedings was available to myself but when discussing the incident with the victim’s parent, it was agreed that criminalising the subject at their current age would not achieve anything and they were to be provided with suitable words of advice for their actions. I submitted a public protection notification (PPN) to our public protection unit which including all the children inside the address, their doctor’s surgery and the schools they attended as they were a variety of ages. I including all these details so the public protection unit would have all the relevant information to share the public protection notification to any relevant external agencies. 

I then attended the subject’s address to provide them with suitable words of advice. When I attended the address, the parent came to the door but would not open it all the way. I remember feeling that this was a very strange reaction to a police officer being at your front door and I have only ever experienced this when the person at the door of the address has something to hide from a police officer. I asked if the subject was home as I needed to speak to them about the threats made over the social media app. The parent stated that the subject was home but I could not enter the address to speak to them, they would not provide a reason why and still would not open the door. I tried to explain that he had committed a criminal offence and needed to be spoken to but they again refused entry and blocked the door from opening fully. From their body language, the parent was more nervous than obstructive towards to police so I then developed a concern for the child’s safety. I informed the parent that if they did not allow me inside the address then I would have no other option than to forcefully enter the property under section seventeen (legislation.gov.uk, no date) of the Police and Criminal Evidence act 1984 to both arrest the subject and to make sure they were uninjured due to the parent’s behaviour being very concerning. The parent then accepted I was going to be entering the address, apologised and allowed me into the property. 

As they opened the door and I walked inside the address, I realised why the parent was acting the way they were. The address was extremely cluttered inside, it was untidy and there were rubbish bags inside the address that had attracted a few flies. It was clear that the parent was ashamed of the state of the property and did not want a police officer to witness the environment that her children were living in. I believe that she was concerned that an officer would take out police powers of protection (Legislation.gov.uk, no date). I immediately informed my supervisor that I would require him to attend the address due to my concerns. After my supervisor attended and we discussed the next action, it was decided that although the condition of the address was not hygienic the children had been living like this for a while and an extra night at the address would not subject them to the risk of significant harm so the children stayed at the property with their parents. I provided the subject with suitable words of advice for the messages they had sent and then conducted a video walkthrough of the address on my police issued body worn camera to capture the state of the address as I did not want the parents to change the address for when social services visited. On this walkthrough of the address, I captured the living room and then moved onto the kitchen. I then opened the cupboards and fridge to capture the food available to the children at the address. There was both fresh and frozen food available to the children but it was mainly frozen. I then walked upstairs and recorded the bedrooms of the children. I captured the bed and the clothing available to them which was clean but it was not organised or tidy. I then left the address after explaining to the parent that a public protection notification would be submitted to make the local authorities aware of the address.  
When back at the police station, I submitted the PPN as child at risk to the public protection unit. I placed the child’s details, my observations, the school they attend and their doctor’s surgery. I then uploaded my body worn video and tagged it to the incident so that it could be reviewed by the MASH team which stands for Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (Bridgend.gov.uk). They were created to share the relevant information between police, social services, health boards and child services. They all work together to provide the persons referred to them by police officers with the support required to effectively protect them from harm. The next day a multi-agency meeting took place to put in a strategy going forward with regards to the children. The result of the meeting was that the person were to be spoken to under caution due to possible child neglect and a home visit was to be conducted by social services to properly asses the risk to the children. It was also stated that social services would provide ongoing support for the family. 

Reflecting back on this incident, I feel that the correct decision was by myself in relation to best safeguarding the children involved in this incident. I submitted a PPN for the aggrieved and then moved on to the subject. I gained access to the property though my knowledge of legislation and informed my supervisor that I had concerns at the address immediately. I dealt with the threats of sexual acts and then moved on to the condition of the address. I captured the state of the address on body worn video for the MASH team to show the conditions that the children were living in. I explained to the parent that I had concerns about the living conditions and I also effectively communicated with my supervisor why I did not believe it was appropriate to take the children away from their parents that day. With the outcome of the strategy meeting being that the parents were to be spoken to under caution for neglect, I could have arrested the parents but this would have placed the children in a position where no one could have cared for them for the night and it would be quite upsetting for them to witness their parents being arrested. 
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Task 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk 

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Evaluate what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. 


1250 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:


During this essay I will be evaluating and reflecting on an emergency incident I attended with a colleague where it was alleged that a robbery had taken place with a thirteen year old victim. I will discuss the immediate actions taken by myself and colleague when we initially confronted the suspect in the street and the consequences of the decisions I made at the scene. I will evidence how I supported the victim and their family through this difficult encounter. I will also state how I was able to confidently engage with the victim when explaining the criminal justice procedure to him and the special measures in court that he was entitled to. There will also be reference to multiple external agencies and how they all share information to effectively safeguard vulnerable persons from harm.

The incident was first passed over the radio as a suspicious person who had been seen to be approaching young children in a playground while asking the children for money. I instantly attached myself and my colleague to this call and we made our way to the incident location as a priority response due to the nature of the call as under the Children Act 1989 the police is responsible for safeguarding children (HMIC, 2015). We arrived and started to engage with the children who the suspect had been witnessed to ask for money, from engaging with the children I was able to obtain a detailed description of the suspect. After obtaining this description, another incident was passed over the radio to myself of a person matching the description I had just gathered fleeing a member of the public’s back garden in the same estate I was currently at. My colleague and I carried out an initial area search and this lead to the suspect being identified to us just around the corner. I initially engaged with the suspect and questioned them on their recent actions. The suspect provided me with an account saying that they were trying to locate his friends who were in possession of both his wallet and phone. The suspect seemed intoxicated but I could not smell any intoxicating substances on them.

While continuing to engage with the suspect, I received a third call from the control room in regards to this suspect. A thirteen year old child had contacted the police via 999 to report that they had been approached by the suspect who was in possession of a shard of glass. The suspect had placed their hand inside the child’s pocket and removed a twenty pound note. Other members of my shift had started making their way to the call due to the seriousness of the crime. The description the child provided the control with perfectly matched the description of the suspect I was currently with so I have immediately placed him in handcuffs to the rear and informed them that they were detained under section one of PACE (legislation.gov, no date). This power allows a police constable to search any person if they have reasonable grounds to believe that the person is in possession of any prohibited articles. It is mainly used to search for offensive weapons or stolen goods. The suspect was not found to be in possession of anything.

My colleague and I were then approached by three children with one of them stating that they had phone the police about the suspect currently detained in handcuffs. The child confirmed to us that the current detained person was the person who did this so the suspect was arrested for the offence of robbery. Summarised, the offence of robbery is any person who steals and immediately before or while doing so uses force or places a person in fear of force being used against them. The other members of my shift arrived and they conveyed the suspect to a custody suite as we had already engaged with the child. 

We arranged for a parent of the child to attend the location so that formal first accounts in the form of a witness statement could be taken and the child could be reassured by their parent, a witness statement from anyone under the age of eighteen must be taken in the presence of an Appropriate Adult. The parent engaged with us and was happy for their child to assist the police in their investigation. I suggested that the statement be taken at the child’s home address so they would feel as comfortable and safe as possible while providing details of this incident to the police. I asked the victim to go and wait for me at this address while my colleague and I stayed at the incident location to conduct the initial enquires of the crime. This involved knocking doors near the incident location to establish if there were any witnesses and checking to see if there were any CCTV cameras that would have captured the incident, these are called ‘Golden Hour’ enquiries (Dean, 2019). Whilst conducting these enquires, a shard of glass matching the description was found by my colleague but the twenty pound note was not located. We did consider Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) to attend the location but due to the area being exposed to the elements and the items already being seized, CSI stated that there was little they could do to assist in the investigation.

My colleague and I then made our way to the child’s address and walked the family through the various stages of the criminal justice system. During this it was disclosed that the child had learning difficulties. My colleague and I removed our high visibility tactical vests in an attempt to make the child feel more comfortable with us. We outlined the requirements of the chid from the courts and the result of the families’ choices in regards to this incident. The child and their father initially started to feel nervous about the child providing evidence in open court due to the seriousness of the setting and the amount of people that would be present, including the suspect. I explained the process to the family, gained an account and submitted a public protection notification (PPN) for the child so the public protection team was able to assess the risk to the child and to make partner agencies aware. I also submitted a victim focus referral so that the family were able to speak to someone in the police about the incident and how it had effected them, the person would then be able to put the relevant support in place. The PPN was shared with the child’s school who were then able to put measures in place in regards to the child walking to and from school as they no longer felt safe. The child was also given a number of sessions in the school to discuss the incident with someone and they could go to this person at any time during school hours. 

It is important that the correct referrals are made by the attending officers as this helps the public protection unit easily identify repeat victims of crime. Repeat victims of crime can be classed as vulnerable or intimidated so it is important that the public protection unit is made aware to place the correct support in place for the victim. This system works well but only when the referrals are made correctly from police. It later came to pass that the suspect was a repeat offender so a warning marker was created for this male and attached to his police information. This means that when they are dealt with by officers in the future, they are aware of the suspect’s previous and have more justification to remand the suspect when they commit serious offences to appropriate safeguard the victims of these crimes.
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Task 4
Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Conducting investigations and information and intelligence.

You must choose a policing incident which is of serious and complex nature in which you played a significant role with an offender/service user/victim and reflect on what happened. 

	Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Consider how you have gathered, analysed and evaluated relevant information or intelligence from a range of sources as appropriate to the policing incident. Additionally, identify how you have developed the information and intelligence for the purpose of informing the tasking and co-ordination process. 

Focus on how you have made use of the additional sources of intelligence obtained through this complex investigation and explain how you have applied learning from previous serious and complex investigations.

Your reflection must illustrate your understanding and application of core principles of ethics, equality, diversity and human rights, as well as any relevant Code of Practice considerations, culturally sensitive practice and language preference.

1750 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)
 



ANSWER:

Throughout this essay I will be using the Gibbs reflective cycle to assist me in reflecting on a report of a burglary that I had attended, I will be discussing my feelings and thoughts through the incident. I will walk through the decisions I made at the live incident and the decisions made in the investigation after the suspect was arrested for burglary. I will identify how I used the information and intelligence available to me, showing how it affected my actions during the investigation. I will show how I have learnt from this investigation and how it has helped me in my future investigations. 

During the beginning of an afternoon shit, I was on mobile patrols when I received information from the public service centre about an incident of burglary that had occurred that same day in the early hours of the morning in my policing area. I informed the control room that I would be making my way to speak to the victim of the alleged burglary. The location of the burglary was a block of council owned flats that housed persons who were regularly involved in police occurrences, the victim’s address was a bottom floor flat. I knocked the victim’s door who I have dealt with multiples times before and they invited me into their address to discuss the report they have made. I would describe the victim as more angry than upset due to the way they were presenting to me and the body language currently being displayed. I remember thinking that I would also be quite angry if someone had entered my address as a trespasser and stole property belonging to myself. I gained a verbal account from the victim who stated that they keep a wooden tobacco box on their bedroom window sill. They explained that they left their window open during the previous night as they prefer to be cold when sleeping. They stated that while they slept, a person had attended outside their bedroom window and taken the wooden tobacco box from the window sill. The victim stated that they had not given anyone permission to enter their address or to take any property belonging to them. Due to the information given by the victim, I informed them that they were the victim of burglary. A burglary (e-lawresources.co.uk, no date) is defined by section nine of the Theft Act 1968, there is two ways a person can commit the offence of burglary as detailed in the reference. The victim stated that they knew who the person was that had done it, they informed me that the suspect was their neighbour who lived in the bottom floor opposite them. I questioned how the victim knew the suspect had done this and they informed me that they had approached the suspect earlier in the day to tell them that property had been taken from their address and it had sentimental value due to the tobacco box being a gift from a deceased relative. The suspect then attended the front door of the victim and given the tobacco box back to the victim while apologising for their actions. The victim took the tobacco box back and closed the door on them. I then gained a written formal account in the form of a statement from the victim who provided all the details of the incident and was happy to attend court to support a prosecution against the suspect. The victim signed this statement and provided me with photographs of the tobacco box that had been stolen and then returned as I had requested them to gather the best evidence for the investigation. 

I had gained the suspect’s details so I had placed them into my personal issue mobile phone in order to check both the local and national police systems for any information about the suspect that was currently held. On local police systems, the suspect had quite a large footprint with them being arrested for several times for numerous offences but they had been mainly arrested for violence against others and for incidents of theft, mainly from commercial places but there were a few incidents of theft from dwellings. I then checked the Police National Computer (acro.police.uk, no date) which is a national system that shares information about criminal records that are held on persons who have been involved with the police before. The Police National Computer held the information that the suspect was not currently subject to any bail conditions at the moment but they did have warning markers for drugs, ailments, mental health, concealing items on their person and for being violent upon arrest. I then attended the suspect’s address with a colleague due to the violent upon arrest marker for the suspect. I then arrested the suspect for burglary who was compliant and conveyed them to a custody suite where their detention was authorised. Looking back at this arrest, I believe that checking the police national computer to gain the information for the suspect being violent was a key safety precaution as I then had another officer present if the suspect did decide to be violent on arrest like they had done previously. 

After conveying the suspect to custody, I have then returned to the block of flats to conduct further enquires in regards to  this incident and see if there was any further information or intelligence that was relevant to the burglary I was currently investigating. I knocked on all the doors of the neighbours to see if any of them had seen or heard the incident. While conducting the house to house enquires, I noticed that one of the neighbours had a ring doorbell which records any movement outside the address. This was facing the suspect’s front door so I asked to view the footage and it clearly showed the suspect exit their address in the early hours of the morning without holding anything in their hand and returning a short time later holding a wooden box that matched the description provided to me by the victim. The owner has happy to provide me with a copy of this footage and also provided me with a statement identifying the suspect and exhibiting the CCTV to the court. No other persons saw or heard the incident.

I then attended the custody suite after preparing for interview. Every person is that comes into police custody is entitled to free and independent legal advice at any time while detained at the police station (Gov.uk, no date). I informed the suspect of this but they stated that they did not need a solicitor as they were going to tell the truth of what happened. I started the interview and went through the memo card. I interviewed the suspect using the PEACE model (College of Policing, 2013) as when I have conducted previous investigations, I have found this to be the best structure of an interview. The suspect stated that she had taken the cigarette box and had then returned it when the victim informed them that it was sentimental. However, the suspect then stated that the box had been left outside of the address in the flat forecourt and was not inside the address as the victim stated. They stated that they were on controlled drugs at the time of the incident and took the box without thinking of the consequences. The suspect confirmed that the CCTV I had gathered was of them and they then apologised for the trouble they had caused. 

I then contacted the victim again who said it was not possible for the box to be outside the address as they never take it outside for a cigarette. As the female had admitted to taking the wooden box and there was no visual evidence to support the issue of where the box was located, the suspect was charged with theft due to the admission and referred to a scheme specific for their gender as an out of court disposal. I believe this was appropriate as the property taken had been returned and the suspect was remorseful about the incident. I updated the victim to this effect and they stated that they were happy with the outcome and thanked me for my help.

Reflecting back on this incident, I am happy that although the suspect was not charged with burglary due to evidential difficulties, a positive outcome in the form of a charged for the offence of theft was gained due to the investigation. I fully believe that this charge was gained due to the initial enquires that I carried out at the incident location after the arrest of the suspect which resulted in me discovering that the suspect had been recorded on CCTV to be in possession of the wooden box. I also believe that I gained a detailed account in interview due to the PEACE model that I used for previous investigations. This investigation for a serious crime showed myself how important those initial enquiries are to the investigation and I shall always strive to carry them out in future incidents of crime. I have since applied the PEACE model in suspect interviews and it has led to me gaining charges on multiple people due to the interview being structured in such a way that a detailed account was obtained from the suspect and then they were questioned upon that account given. This incident also highlighted to me how important it is to gather all the possible information on suspects prior to arrest if possible as if I had attended that address single crewed and not asked for another officer to be there, I could have ended up having to use more force than necessary or even have been assaulted as a single officer
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Task 5
Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Digital Policing, Vulnerability and Risk 

You must choose an incident involving digital technologies and reflect on how you provided an appropriate initial police response. 

	
Explain the immediate actions that you took to reduce the risk of harm caused by the incident. Detail who may be more vulnerable in this type of incident. 

1500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

The incident I have chosen to discuss in this task is an incident I attended with another officer in regard to a non-emergency telephone call made to the Public Service Centre of South Wales Police. The telephone call made to the centre by the parent of a young child between the ages of 10 and 15. The parent stated that her child had been staying at a family member’s address as they was not feeling very well. The parent has then gone to pick the child up from the address. And noticed that the child was behaving different to how they normally do. The parent was concerned that the child was being bullied so has taken the child’s phone away from them to view the contents. The messages were checked by the parent which were all in order but the parent noticed that there was an application downloaded on the phone which they did not recognise so they have opened it to investigate the matter. While looking through this social media application it was discovered that there were numerous messages exchanged between the child and another person with photographs also be sent between the two of them. It was stated that the child had taken a photograph of themselves to send and the photograph was of a sexual nature. The parent also stated that there was something about being sexually assaulted and there was also mention of animal being involved in the sex acts mentioned in the messages. 

This call was placed on my sector’s screen for allocation within eight hours of the time of the report due to the assessment of the threat, risk and harm which was carried out by the public service centre. There had been a few incidents reported at that time period of similar circumstances as recorded online sexual grooming of children has risen quite significantly recently (NSPCC. 2019). Myself and my colleague have then made our way to the address to speak to both the parent and the child at their home address. Upon attended, officers were met by the parent of the address was understandably concerned about the incident and allowed us into the property. As the was a call regarding a concern for a child, I knew that I would be submitting a public protection notice (bcpsafeguarding, 2019) so I immediately started taking in observations of the inside of the address. The address was presenting to myself as clean, the address was well kept and very tidy. The parent explained the circumstance to my colleague and I as I have described above and then asked what was next. I asked the parent to go and get the child from upstairs so we could speak to them. Prior to the child coming downstairs, we were informed that they were very nervous that the police had been called and that the child was very shy. Due to this, both my colleague and I removed our tactical vests containing our appointments and our stab vests in an attempt to help the child feel less nervous when they initially saw us as it can be quite intimidating to a child to have two police officers in full high visibility clothing in their home address.

As the child came downstairs, I started taking observations of the child for the public protection notification I would be submitting later that day. They child was presenting as clean while wearing fresh clothes and had no apparent marks on them that would cause us any concern as police officers. I believe that this was the best course of action as it was not overwhelming for the child and we were only in our black uniform which is much more covert than the standard look of a police officer. We sat the child on the sofa in the living room and sat down ourselves as to not be standing over the child, avoiding the possibility of seeming intimidating to the child. The child was spoken to who stated they had met someone on an online gaming site, the person they had met stated they were the same age as the child and they had exchange account details for a windows application that allowed people to both instant message, audio or video call. This incident happened during the covid-19 pandemic which has seen an increase in risk and in reported incidents to the authorities due to children being exposed to offenders through various different channels such as messaging apps and online gaming (Lordslibrary, 2020). I realised that I would need to gain the details of the application the child had been using, the username of the child and the username of the person’s account that the child had been speaking to as this was the best line of enquiry if there were the offences present as disclosed in the initial call to the South Wales Police. I obtained all these details not only for the lines of enquiry but also for the public protection notification. The child then disclosed that the person they had been speaking to stated they were from a small town in the United States of America. This would prove an issue as if that was true as getting a prosecution on a defendant from a different country would prove difficult as different countries are subject to different laws.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I viewed the messages and the photograph sent was of the child in a dress, the child was fully clothed and standing up straight. The instant messages were also checked I formed the opinion that the other person was also a child of the same age due to the spelling of the messages, the structure of the messages and the juvenile way in which they were formed. It clearly showed that the person on the other end of the messages was immature and young in age. I still seized the telephone with permission from the mother as I was going to chat to my supervisor about submitting a charter application to see if there was any truth to the United States of America aspect of the messages. If this was true, our suspicions would be correct. I provided the parent with numerous websites to look into to make them aware of the dangers of not supervising their child’s online activities. I then made my way back to the station to complete the relevant updates and submit the public protection report. On the public protection report I placed all the details I had taken at the home address including the school the child attended and the doctor’s surgery of the child to make all the relevant partner agencies aware of the incident. This also contained the observations I made of both the child and the address were on the report for the Public Protection Unit to make an appropriate risk assessment with the detailed report I provided. After a lengthy discussion with my police sergeant it was decided that a charter application would not be in the public interest as no offences were present and it was clearly another child on the other end of the messages. Due to this the mobile phone was returned to the child and the child was provided with some advice from myself on how to best safeguard themselves while being online.

Looking back on the incident, I am glad that the mother of the child involved actively looked at the child’s messages. Many parents fail to police their child’s online activities which puts those children at greater risk of being groomed or sexually exploited by offenders through various online avenues due to the child not being aware that they are a victim of abuse or exploitation. Another group more vulnerable to this kind of sexual exploitation or abuse are vulnerable adults who do not have any supervision. Due to the vulnerable adult watching other members of the public being in relationships, they can be tempted to go online to look for a partner and be taken advantage by an offender that can create the façade of a relationship in order to gain sexual images and videos from the vulnerable person. The offender could even go further and distribute these images or videos without the vulnerable adult being aware of it. 
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Task 6 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  

This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 5003D; Policing in the workplace 2and in signing it will be equivalent to 1000 words towards the 8000 words equivalent total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance to the regulations.  
 
Signed:  Connor Costello (swp6634) (Learner – electronic signature accepted.) 
 
Date: 10/11/2021
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