Ellie Wade (1700854) 
Research ethics handbook

[image: ]
(Northamptonshire county council, 2018)
Content page


Introduction into the handbook                                       _________________  Page 3
What is meant by ethics when working with children?    _________________ Page 3
[bookmark: _Hlk528185655]Good practise when undertaking a research project       _________________ Page 4
Research methods                                                                       ___________________ Page 4
Listening to children during participation                                        ________________ Page 4-6
Access                                                                                     __________________Page 6-7
Informed consent                                                                      ___________________Page 7
Privacy and data storage                                                        __________________ Page 7-8
Referencing                                                                               _______________Pages 9-10 

















Introduction into the handbook 

The following handbook is for the use of any early year’s education and care researcher and practitioner who may be looking to carry out research with early years children. This handbook discusses the ethical considerations that a researcher must consider before, during and after the research.


What is meant by ethics when working with children?
                                                                                                                               
Cole and McGrath (2010) defines the term ethics as the social, moral and professional conventions and beliefs that underpin the basis upon which research should be carried out. Ethics should be considered at all stages of the research as an ongoing and reflexive part of the research process especially when the research includes children and young people according to the University of Sheffield (no date).
It is vital that all ethical issues are addressed when working with children and young people to ensure the child’s safety and well-being during the research process as stated by Greig et al, (2007) and agreed with by Tisdall et al, (2009). 






Good practice when undertaking a research project

Research methods

[bookmark: _Hlk527920098]Cohen, et al. (2005) defines methods by the range of approaches used during educational research to gather data which are used as a basis for inference and interpretation, for explanation and prediction. 
The University of Leicester (no date) states that every researcher should consider what method(s) are most appropriate for answering the question you as a researcher want to investigate, Brooks et al (2014) states that some research methods don’t work when researching with children under the age of 5 such as questionnaires as the child may have difficulties understanding the questions or to answer the questions. It is also important to consider what type of date you want to gain whether it be quantitative data which is information on characteristics and qualities of something this cannot be measured, (Freebody, 2003)  or Qualitative data is research that uses mathematically based methods and statistics which can make your research more valid (Muijs, 2011).

Listening to children during participation 
	
[image: ]Fletcher (2018) states how times have changed in reference to young people having an increasingly important position in society as they are now recognised as their own decision-makers, planners and researchers. 
Roger Hart believed that children/ young people and adults should work together in partnership during research which is why he developed his ladder of participation which explains that good research should aim to be at the top of the ladder (Fletcher, 2018)
It is important that all young people gain opportunities to learn and to participate in programmes which directly affect their lives (UNICEF, 1992) this can be associated to children participating in research that could affect them physically or mentally, a great example of this is an empowering Hungarian school based initiative which values children’s roles in research highly, within fifty-one schools in Hungary they now have research methods that are taught as part of their national curriculum for children between the ages of 10 and 14 years of age, this gives these students dedicated time to undertake their own research (Zsolnai, 2004; Jaeger, 2004)(Northamptonshire county council, 2018)

It is also important that in all research the Mosaic approach is adapt especially when looking to conduct research with children. The Mosaic approach is a multi-method approach which explains by looking at the children’s photographs, maps, listening and observing the children can help the researcher to gain a unique understanding of the children’s perspectives and experiences. This is particularly important if the research involves communication difficulties and working with children with English as an additional language. (Clark, A. and Moss, P., 2001)
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) believes the right to be heard should always be taken seriously as a fundamental value during research. Article 12 of the UNCRC (UNICEF, 2011) explains that every child has the right to be involved in their own decisions that affect them, whether it be as a group or an individual. It is believed that from an early age a child has the ability to form and express their own views and opinions, this is an important point to consider when conducting research with children and young people as it is important to not assume that any child is incompetent and that they have an understanding of what the research is about (University of London, no date). 
Article 13 of the UNCRC (UNICEF, 2011) explains the child’s right of freedom of expression: Children have the right to get and share information, as long as the information is not damaging to them or others. The freedom of expression includes the child’s right to share information in any way they choose, including talking, drawing or writing, during research involving children it is important that the researcher abides by these articles to ensure the research is ethical and the children are respected and the ethical dilemma of ‘do no harm’ is being abided by. The NCPCC (2018) states that research with children can be difficult as some children may find the research stressful especially is the child is vulnerable, some children may suppress their real feeling especially if the child worried that they have shared too much information so it is important that researchers ensure the research is justified and ethically sound so no child is exposed to harm. Alderson et al. (2000;2004) acknowledge the importance of giving children and young people a voice which is listened to and heard by adults especially during a research process. 
[bookmark: _Hlk528166948]Jones, A, Jeyasingham, D, Rajasooriya, S. (2002) believe that children are agents in their own worlds with their own rights they suggest that if the researcher understands this it could have a positive effect on the research and propel the research to work with children to accept that children are more than just participants in the research that they are their own individual with their own thoughts and opinions.
“The right to speak is the right to be listened to; in practice there is a gap between speaking and being listened to.”
(Carleton University, 2007)
Jones et al. (2002) states that children and young people are now being increasingly participant during group research or data collection, however, this opens researchers to being criticised for tokenism which stands for the researcher, teacher or practitioner only making a symbolic effort to include the children’s voice or opinion about the subject, for example listening to the child’s opinion or feelings but not actually applying these views to research or activity (UNICEF, 2008). UNICEF (2008) found that tokenism is particularly common in the western world due to the way in which the children are brought up as being submissive to adults, this can also be linked back to research that was performed years ago. It is important that researchers not only listen to the children’s or young people’s views and opinions by actually taking these views and opinions seriously and act upon these if any individual child becomes upset or distressed (Jones et al, 2002).
Jones et al. (2002) also states that during the research process an unequal power relation between research and participants can occur especially with young participants, this is studied more in depth by Ladkin (2017) as she questions the authenticity of a child’s voice within an unequal power relationship within research environments which leads the participants to become inferior, this could ultimately lead the child into not wanting to participate in the research. Due to this unequal power relationship if the child has doubts about not wanting to participate in the research the child my think that they may get in trouble if they say no to being involved in the research. It is important to listen and be vigilant to the child during research and to inform all participants of their right to withdraw at any time in the research without having any repercussions which is discussed by Ladkin (2017) and The Economic and Social Research Council (2018)
Access 

During research with children the Gatekeeper acts as the intermediate between the researcher and the participant, the gatekeeper has the power to grant or deny access for the participant to participate in the research. Commonly the gatekeeper for a child includes parents and professionals such as teachers in schools (University of Sheffield, 2018). However,  in some cases researchers may need to gain criminal records check or obtain government clearance to ensure the child’s protection before the research can begin (University of Durham, 2018). Additional gatekeeper will have to be governed to gain access to children or young people that have been classed as ’vulnerable’ this can include children that may have been a young offender, young person with complex need or even children that have been excluded from school. Different schools, nursery’s and health authorities may have different requirements on researcher being conducted in their settings by only allowing access to the researchers to conduct their research only in specific times of the day to avoid ethical issues including ‘do no harm’ if the children become unhappy, disrupting routine or using children’s free time at school (University of Sheffield, 2018 and Economic and Social Research Council, 2018).
However, Flewitt (2005) suggests that there are ethical concerns when gaining access and consent through a gatekeeper as it runs the risk of exploiting relationships between the gatekeeper and researcher as the gatekeeper  my want to ‘get off to a good start’ with the researcher so accepts to be part of the research because of this when in fact they may not wish the child to participate.
Informed consent

According to Brooks et al. (2014) informed consent is the ethical principle of ensuring ‘respect for persons’, it is based on the participant and everyone involved having an adequate knowledge  about the research project, so they can make an informed decision about whether or not to participate or withdraw from the research without any repercussions, the researcher should also fully explain the child’s right to withdraw at any time from the research and to withdraw from their results being published. University of London (no date) states that researchers need to gain informed consent off every child’s parents or guardians before starting the research. However, there is a difference between consent and assent. 
Assent refers to the agreement made by minors (anyone under the age of 18) that have no legal right to consent, the child may understand some but not all the information that they are given (University of London, no date).
[bookmark: _Hlk528188799]However, every researcher needs to recognise that they may have to adapt the method for seeking consent and assent depending on the participants level of understanding and age as stated by the UNCRC and agreed with by University of London (no date).
As a researcher you should always refer the 54 articles from the UNCRC (Unicef, 2008) especially article 13 the child’s freedom of expression, the article emphasise the child’s right to gain all information about any research that they are asked to participate in, and the child to some degree has a right to express how they feel about being a participant, the researcher should respect the child’s right.
 Privacy and data storage  

The researcher needs to fully assure and explained to participant the extent that they understand their right to confidentiality and anonymity for safeguarding and child protection issues (University of Sheffield, no date). The NSPCC (2018) states that any participants identity and personal information that is involved in research should remain confidential unless any child is at risk of harm. The confidential and anonymous treatment of participants data is the norm when conducting research (BERA, 2011). Closely linked to confidentiality, anonymity is regarding the publication of the participants data, it is the researcher’s responsibility to employ what fictional pseudonyms to use in their approach, to keep the participants anonymity, the researcher should fully explain why and how they have done this to the participant. However, in some cases the participant and guardian my wish to act upon their right to be identified in any publication of their work and grant the researcher to use their original names, as the researcher it is your responsibility to gain written consent in this situation (BERA, 2011).
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