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HPEN7018 – Researching and writing to a single focus

Research Question:
What are the ancient origins of astrology and how did their practices interpret the influence of celestial bodies on worldly affairs? 

Poetry Portfolio 

Egyptian Astrology 
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Astrological manual, divided into paragraphs. The first 3 sections concern the zodiac signs Aries, Taurus and Gemini.
D: Euripides, Telephos / V: Astrological Manual (smb.museum)


Baktiu


a spiritual wisdom
[image: A white background with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]found
[image: A white page with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]at long last
your sacred symbols
disappearing
fast
speak of secrets
of a celestial cast

from a sandstorm
so fast and vast
to grains of sand
slipping 
slowly, softly
out of grasp
the shifting sands
of Egypt’s past 









Mayan Astrology 
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Maya Artefact
Drum
Uxul, Miscellaneous 1 (UXL: Misc. 1)


Chak Ek’

Mayan drum drum
Drumming Mayan
Attack to the beat of the kayum kayum
Rising Venus
Calls for bloodshed
The beating heart of dawn beacons red

Mayan drum drum
Drumming Mayan
Charge to the beat of the kayum kayum
Kinich Ahau
Sun God ablaze
Wears a pantheon crown of fiery rays

Mayan Mayan
Drumming Mayan
Strike to the beat of the kayum kayum
Godess Ixchel
Burning bright white
Fights his solar reign to the dark of night

Mayan drum drum
Drumming Mayan
Defend to the beat of the kayum kayum
Through underworld
jaguar defeats
Night bends, light mends, drums growl fades to cease

Mayan drum drum
Drumming Mayan
Beat to the rise of the kayum kayum
Mayan drum drum
Drumming Mayan
Rise to the beat of the kayum kayum

Chinese Astrology 
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Mirror (jing) with cosmological motif dated to the Tang Dynasty (618-907).
Mirror - Search the collections


Mù shé

once the ivory sun
        lowly drips into the Bohai sea
                         a milky droplet
                                 cradled by its maternal nacreous 
                                                   mother of pearl
                                  the Winter Solstice sets forth along the horizon
                      its washed-out junk sails weathered by the sea's storms
           it is then, between the twice and thrice moons 
a new lunar year is born

and just as the moon moves oceans
          its gentle glow unlocks an oyster’s inner beauty
                         the intricate skeleton key
                                  to a zhubao he
                                         pearl treasure inside
                  like the riches that are brought in with the tide
                                          Jupiter brings the infinite energy of pa-kua

                                                                               the heavens softly shower yin 
                                                          which waters the seedlings of the 
Greeting Pine
           its driftwood intertwined
with the coiling Chinese Cobra 
                                            signifying shredding of old skin
                           silvery scales suffocating lunar light
                    a solar eclipse
illuminating intentions deep within



Vedic Astrology 
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Rishi - an inspired poet of Ṛegvedic hymns. They were responsible for tending sacrificial fires and were said to invoke gods with poetry. 11th century AD, pink sandstone.  Exhibit in the Chazen Museum of Art, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin, USA. 
The Anu and Ancient Seers in the Rig Veda | Ancient Origins







Rishi

                a poet before poetry
            your hymns preserved 
         through the layers of existence 
            breath        formed utterances
               that vibrated into particles of light
         which transcended towards the heavens  
                   invoking deities 

           those light particles formed clouds 
                  that rained upon Veda Vyasa
          sunlight broke through
                lightening their aura 
                    bringing thundering mantras
                       carried on a 
                          warm Indian monsoon 

         Rishi, from the warmth of your breath
               and those rays of light 
         a spark ignited 
             a sacred fire
          that not even the 
                            heavy 
                                raindrops
             of the Indian monsoon
               could extinguish


             its smoke danced with the stars 
                and the earthly realm 
                        held the hand of the divine
                     its embers glowed 
           with purity from within
                         and from its ashes
                  Jyotish was born
   





















Western Astrology 
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Mystic Meg’s Horoscope page in ‘Sunday Magazine’, ‘News of the World’ (1989)
Mystic Meg | Deptford Pudding

Crystal Ball
 ____ of _______
  The Cosmos

When I gaze into this sapphire sphere 
I see the reflection of an endless heaven 
tiny sea sparkles in depths undiscovered 
mirroring the constellations above. 

I glimpse clusters of luminous cities 
like distant planets 
and trails of traffic ablaze
like shooting stars. 

When I gaze deep into its azure aura 
I see a white mist blanketing
billions of disconnected souls
their third eye blinded. 

Some of which look blankly down 
at yesterday’s newspaper 
as they go about their busy lives
in a dreamless slumber. 

Whilst those who are spiritually awake
with curious eyes wide open 
stare up in awe at the night sky
to join the dots of their destiny.   
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 STARS

Mvsm: Meg

MESSAGES FROM BEYOND THE GRAVE

ARIES %%

The fourth person who asks you to pull
a cracker is the key to the heart-deep
changes you need to make. Don’t fret if
you can’t see someone with the initial
J - they are thinking of you, right now.
'I'A“Ru April 21 to
May 21
Don't let a gift of gold sway you, the
decision you wake up with is right. But
news linking you to a country with the
initial A or C means all that you want
it to. Do stay calm over missing food.

GEMINI May 22 to
June 21
Casual kisses under the mistletoe could
lead to surprise confessions at work. A
family mystery is spiced up by a card in
a bright green envelope and there could
be cash surprises, too, linked to a policy.
cANcER June 22 to
July 22
Get ready to have all your passion plans
re-mixed when someone you thought out
of reach raps on your door on Friday. But
you will have to be so patient with two
gloomsters at home. A late card thrills.
I-Eo July 23 to
August 23
A brilliant new moon slices into your
chart and reveals a special talent that
changes your life in all the ways you

want. Do open a present in red paper on
your own - it’s a surprising love-token.

Rk

VIRG August 24 to
September 22

The photograph inside a card is the clue

to that family reconciliation. Names you

write on a coupon are luck-starred this

Tuesday, if you remember that your first

ideas are finest. That worry is easing.

LIBRA ociueerzs

The moon power shining into the home
control part of your chart ends a five-year
old problem. Now you can believe you
are loved. But save a slice of time for
a tricky relative who has important info.

* NEXT WEEK »*

1990

* Complete forecast for
your special year ahead
* Zodiac Love Guide to
find the perfect partner
* Discover Tarot Power
* Your lucky dates and
your winning numbers

RAR AR

scunpl October 24 to

November 22
Sales shopping and someone with a sexy
smile combine to put excitement back
in your life. Stop adding up the price of
a present - it was well meant! Phone
calls can bring excellent cash news now.
SAGITTARIUS ::: >

Dec 21

A journey North and the letter M add up
to a meeting that can put the missing
love back into your life. But someone
who reads out a cracker joke has a cash
surprise that makes holiday dream real.

GAPRICORN 3. °

The warmth of the sun in your own sign
and the shining luck of the new moon is
setting you up for prizes linked to the
number six. Mistaken identity under the
mistletoe could reveal secret admirer.

AuuARIu Jan 21 to

Feb 18

Reverse the initials printed on a silver
wrapped package and you’ve got name
of the place where your love destiny
is waiting. Please take care with food on
Thursday. A pale pet is very lucky now.

PlscEs February 19 to

March 20

When a doorbell rings halfway through
Boxing Day supper, you know that, second
time round, a scheme can work. Don’t
let jealousy seep into your mind when
you open wrong envelope, love’s true.

ELAINE OF SOLIHULL — THAT CASH IS LAYERED BETWEEN PAPER PLATES - RM. LOUISE OF SOUTHAMPTON - HE WILL
BE WITH YOU IN LOVE ON CHRISTMAS DAY - TG. KEITH OF LONDON - THERE IS A PLACE HERE FOR ALL DOGS -

s,

* Revealed! The people
and events vital to your
happiness and success

* Love and luck, home
and family, health and
wealth — in your stars

% Open 24 hours a day,
and seven days a week

PLUS! Don’t rmiss, vour
Dates with Deslmy. i

HOW TO CALL MEG ON STARLINES
To hear your forecast, call the number
under your star sign. The calls cost 38p
a minute peak time and 25p cheap rate

PHONE MYSTIC MEG'S STARLINES

Yes, you can phone Mystic Meg on the number under your sign for

an in-depth guide to your week ahead — the lines are open now

ARIES Family secrets
behind a name on a gift tag
0898 222 887

TAURUS Who wants to
wing back into your life
0898 222 888
H % GEMINI How a party

stranger can be true love
0898 222 889

CANCER Who has gift
of jewels meant for you
0898 222 890

@@ LEO Why surprises linked
10 work are Kmas thriiiers
0898 222 891

VIRGO How the initials
T and H can lead to love...
0898 222 892

P'VE GOT SO MUCH
T0 TELL YOU
S0 DO PHONE ME

LIBRA How to solve
those hidden passion clues
0898 222 893

SCORPIO Colours to
make you the big winner
0898 222 894

SAGITTARIUS Which
)V‘

number is a rich love link
0898 222 895

AT CAPRICORN What
i coupon holds key to future
0898 222 896

AQUARIUS Why new

year brings a new name
0898 222 897

PISCES How a foreign
stamp changes everything
0898 222 898
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