Matthew Champion introduces us to graffiti in his book Medieval Graffiti: the lost voices of  England's churches (2015), and he gives explains why people in the Middle Ages made their mark on the surfaces of church buildings.
From a crudely scratched pentagram to an intricately carved daisy wheel, Champion tells the story behind each one, but perhaps some of the scribblings are much less symbolically or historically significant than he thinks? 
Throughout history society has felt a need to mark its presence by placing symbols, words, or pictures on buildings, such examples being cave art, and the hieroglyphics on the walls inside the pyramids inscribed by the gangs that had been working there. Many of these marks may have an historical or religious significance but sometimes there is no meaning or story, just a spur of the moment scribbled thought. 
A Viking left his mark in the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul by scribbling 'Halfdan was here' (Januszak 2014), and in the Basilica at Pompeii graffiti was discovered dating from c.78 BC that reads "Gaius Pumidius Diphilus was here." (Kwapisz et al, 2013:), and in the many brothels in the city there have been numerous comments discovered describing the clients' exploits and the prostitutes' performance in some very basic and crude terms; graffiti that is not much different to what can be found on the walls and doors of public toilets nowadays. 
Champion has discovered some graffiti in churches which has puzzled him, so perhaps the only explanation is that the evening service was very long and a choirboy with a sharp implement was bored. We can choose to find a meaning for something scrawled into the choir stalls but we'll never really know what the intention was, and maybe we each have our own interpretation, 'we document things for certain reasons, but they become important for different reasons.' (Patel, 2007). 
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