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Discussing the Connotation and Features of Old Man
Shieu Lu’s Interpretation of The Great Learning

and The Doctrine of the Mean

Wu Meng-Chien *

Abstract

The Great Learning and The Doctrine of the Mean are two chapters
originally from The Book of Rites. Ever since they were included together
with the Analects and the Mencius as the Four Books of Confucianism,
they have become greatly revered classics that have had a crucial influence
throughout the history of modern Chinese academic thought. Old man
Shieu Lu (the Buddhist lay Li Bing-nan), who began his lecturing career in
Taiwan, dedicated his life to promoting Chinese culture. His interpretation
of The Great Learning and The Doctrine of the Mean is a unique school
on that poses innovative views; however, no specialized study has been
conducted on them to date. The present study examines relevant literature,
including the table notes written by old man Shieu Lu and notes written
by his disciples, and suggests that The Great Learning and The Doctrine
of the Mean play crucial roles in the construction of old man Shieu Lu’s

system of Confucianism. The three major features of his interpretation

* Assistant professor at the Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen
University
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of The Great Learning and The Doctrine of the Mean are as follows: (1)
emphasize practice and never neglect knowledge, (2) integrate Confucianism
and Buddhism and never resort to mystery and (3) establish a strict system
and provide individualized education. The exegesis and lecturing paradigm

left by him still possess immense value to those interested in learning the

traditional classics.

Keywords: Old man Shieu Lu, The Great Learning, The Doctrine of

the Mean, practice, integration



