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This essay is an attempt to word how I agree with Karl Marx in his belief that alienation is inherent within capitalism? Starting with a very brief outline of what Marx’s beliefs were, then a personal analysis of how personal experience fits with his tenet on alienation being inherent in capitalistic ventures, the various experiences to be used as examples were gained in different company’s during employment and show some firsthand accounts of alienation being very much a part of the psychological and social machine of the humble worker in a Capitalist environment. No need to mention any names of companies or individuals, just select experienced examples for use as tested agreement with Marx. The conclusion will be in agreeance with Marx firstly and then open to fresh new change as a valid probability.
‘The history of all hitherto existing Society is the history of class struggles’ In chapter one of the Communist Manifesto (Engels, Marx –1848) it is written that ‘Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a word, oppressor and oppressed’ a clear statement indicating Marx’s belief about Capitalism that has been proven time and time again to be true, showing the nature of the cause of alienation within the Capitalist ethos, captured in a few sentences. The feeling that workers are nothing but slaves to a self-interested rich company that really has no interest in its employees other than to ensure the increase of profit, is a sentiment that I have heard by nearly every employee I have ever worked with and all the unpleasant feelings of depression and despair that arise, or sink with a bleak view of a future as a slave. 
‘Is everybody happy?’ some employees make peace with the unhappiness of being made to do things they do not wish to do every day with people they may dislike by using certain rational thinking techniques, such as ‘knowing they could be a lot worse off’ or ‘I have a new car and now own my own house, I can go to a fancy restaurant’ and these modes of thought are enough to take away these blues. All of us, except a few bold and tough survival experts, need money to survive. A life without money is a life of alienation and this alienation is the product of Capitalism, as can be seen when viewing the homeless population in a Capitalist monster like London or indeed, any other city or town.
Nowadays we see evidence of worker alienation being the case as businesses fail and more people are forced into unemployment, left to fend for themselves now that the financial institutions the worker individual may have believed in, have folded and gone bust. Businesses that are big and small, mainly always in some respect dealing in retail, creating supply for public demand, whether the public demand is weapons or just bread for the evening meal to be put on the humble worker's table. Chasing the dollar. 
Alienation is inherent within capitalism! A bold statement you may think and certainly a cocky assumption in the field of philosophy, how do we really know anything, except by personal experience, to be true? We don’t and according to Hume (1711-1776) one can only assume future results based on past experiences, leading to the thought that it will be probable that the same thing will happen again and probably elsewhere, but this does not mean that things are always going to be the same.
It is, in my opinion totally possible that a trustworthy business style institution could be built that could supply workers with a sense of ‘being looked after’ and paying them all well to ensure a good lifestyle and run by a big philanthropist boss who deeply cares for the workers, therefore alienation would not be an issue, but then that would be communism would it not? There was a capitalist company, for example, that dealt with door-to-door sales and sent its employees out on the streets from 7am until 9pm (even though the job was advertised as an 8 hour day) with an emphasis on being nice to those employees that could pull in the leads and unpleasant to those who were not doing so well at it. This lovely company would literally alienate any employee who was being fired or leaving by telling the other employees not to speak or go near the unfortunate one. The employee was made to sit alone in another room until departure, thank the lord! This happened to a lovely person who shall remain unnamed and is an experienced proof that Marx was right.
Marx’s own view was built upon by previous philosophers like Jean-Jaques Rousseau (1712-1778), and this can be read in this statement ‘man was born free yet everywhere he is in chains’ (Rousseau 1762). Another brick in the foundation of proof that fuels Marx’s beliefs and one has only to browse through the history books to see that the proof that man has felt this way towards those who would have us be slaves and capitalise on the efforts of the working class, thereby increasing the gap of alienation between the rich and the poor with every dollar the big boss makes. It is plain to see, so obvious to see the divide of the rich and poor, only a fool would argue otherwise, that is, that there is a divide, an alienation. However, if one were to buy into the corporate positive style of capitalist thinking in the company one works for and be happy to give over one's life to the company, then the feeling of alienation would not be true of that individual. If indeed, the individual is happy and not just pretending. The divide or alienation between the classes is also a matter of relativity in the thinking and perception of the rich man and the poor man.
Marx’s prediction that the divide between the rich bourgeoisie and the poor working class in Europe would become so obvious to everyone that it would inevitably lead to communism after a major revolution is another big example of a probable result of alienation caused by capitalism. Ring any bells? Where are we now? Could this be the perfect time to implement a new non-violent, non-dictator communism that has harmony of all living beings at its heart. What could go wrong with that and what choice will we have, other than a kind of new world benevolent commune if everything goes to ruin as is happening right now. Alienation with no money will lead one to crimes of desperation but working together towards a harmonistic whole is much better and safer. 
An example of a benevolent company was found in the past of a company initially founded in 1902. Another lovely friend, who shall remain nameless, worked for this company. This company built its ethos around looking after the workers, providing for them all manner of benefits from 1902 up until very recently, different now that things have changed. This employee, who shall remain unnamed, had worked for the company for more than thirty years providing hard work for the company and as a payment of gratitude, the employee was given 6 months leave to travel the world, fully paid as a thank you for the hard effort. This happened and is an experienced proof towards the fact that one cannot judge all businesses as capitalist in the sense of a ruthless organisation that does not care for the people it employs and leaves them feeling alienated. 
The main point of this work is to show that Marx was right in his belief that alienation is inherent within capitalism and to try and relate his beliefs with personal experience as a measure of proof, and the finding for this works conclusion is it is. However, does capitalism always have this ruthless, uncaring, dog eat dog mentality? The company above mentioned, if one were to look at it now a hundred and twenty-four years after its conception, one would be forgiven if one thought of it as a capitalist giant. Some companies do have the benevolence to care for their staff, mainly instigated via internal staff feedback and good management. The divide though, in the main world arena is still growing, as is the resultant unrest in the working classes and alienation is happening, so it is a point I absolutely agree with. Can it be different? Well, that is another essay for sure and one that will need many thousands of words with which to scope out all the possible outcomes of a new way of living, without dictating or incriminating, victimising or slaving or bullying with violence or words. Perhaps a new way that can encompass all aspects of an individual's right to freedom, that he\she informed by reasoning that all humans are created equal, in the sense that all beings are alive and aware of their own lives, can still make a choice whether to ‘go for the stars’ or ‘lead a quiet simple life’ yet not judge others choices or treat others with hate, or disrespect for their capacities to excel or not and enforce an elitist alienation upon their fellow humans.
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