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SECTION 1: INTRODUCING THE RESEARCH PAPER AND TOPIC DEVELOPMENT.
The research paper selected for this assessment is “She didn’t know how to go back School attendance problems in the context of the COVID‑19 pandemic” by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2022). This qualitative study explores how school attendance problems (SAPs) emerged and intensified among primary school children during and after the COVID‑19 pandemic. The authors collected perspectives from parents and professionals to understand the factors contributing to persistent absences and identify potential community‑based interventions. 
The main topic addressed in the article is the relationship between the COVID‑19 pandemic and children’s school attendance. The pandemic caused unprecedented disruption to education, including long periods of school closures, remote learning, and sudden changes in routines. Many children experienced increased anxiety, difficulties adapting to new rules, and challenges reconnecting with peers and teachers. The study highlights how children with special educational needs (SEN) and pre‑existing anxiety was particularly affected, showing higher levels of distress and reluctance to return to school.
The research also examines environmental and family related factors that contributed to SAPS. These include parental anxiety about COVID‑19, reduced communication between schools and families, limited access to support services, and pressure related to academic catch‑up. The authors emphasise that SAPs are complex and influenced by multiple systems, including the child, family, school environment and wider community.
This topic is highly relevant to health, education and social care in the United Kingdom. Persistent school absence is associated with negative outcomes such as lower academic achievement, increased risk of mental health difficulties and reduced future employment opportunities. Understanding how COVID‑19 intensified SAPs is essential for developing effective interventions that support children’s wellbeing and ensure their successful reintegration into school. The findings of this study provide valuable insights for teachers, educational psychologists, social care professionals and policymakers working to improve attendance and support vulnerable family .
SECTION 2: UNDERSTADING AND RESEARCH QUESTION.
The purpose of this qualitative study was to explore how school attendance problems developed and changed during the COVID‑19 pandemic, and to identify strategies that could help families and schools address these challenges. The researchers aimed to gather detailed perspectives from multiple stakeholders to understand the lived experiences behind SAPs.
To guide the investigation, the following research questions were formulated:
1- how did the covid –19 pandemic influence the emergence or worsening of school attendance problems in primary school children ?
2- what personal, family and school –related factors contributed to children’s difficulties retuning to in –person education ?
3- which forms of support were provided during the pandemic, and how effective were they in addressing attendance issues ?
4- what additional interventions or community –based strategies could help families manage Saps in the current post-pandemic context.
These questions allowed the researchers to explore SAPs from different angles, including emotional, environmental and systemic factors. By focusing on multiple stakeholders, the study provides a more complete understanding of the challenges faced by children, parents and professionals during the pandemic. 
SECTION 3: UNDERSTADING THE RESEARCH METHODS.
Research methods are essential for collecting and analysing information in a structured and reliable way. Choosing the correct method ensures that findings are trustworthy and relevant. The three main types of research methods are quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods.
QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH.
Quantitative research collects numerical data through surveys, experiments or measurements. It is useful for identifying patterns, comparing groups and producing generalisable results.
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH.
Qualitative research focuses on understanding experiences, emotions and behaviours. It uses interviews, observations and open‑ended questions to gather detailed information. This method is ideal for exploring complex issues such as SAPs, where personal experiences play a central role.
MIXED-METHODS RESEARCH.
Mixed‑methods research combines both quantitative and qualitative approaches to provide a broader understanding of a topic.











RESEARCH Method Used in the Article.
The selected article used a qualitative-mixed-method - with two phases.
1- Phase 1: Qualitative surveys with parents and professionals.
2-Phase 2: In-depth semi-structured interviews.
This approach allowed the researchers to gather initial insights and then explore them more deeply through interviews.
The study relied on Primary data meaning the researchers collected new information directly from participants. Parents and professionals were recruited through social media, schools and local networks. Participants described their experiences with SAPs before, during and after school closures.
Thematic framework analysis was used to examine the data. This method involves identifying patterns and organising information into themes. The researchers found three main themes:

1-Contributors to SAPs: anxiety, SEN, new routines, academic pressure, parental concerns.
2-Responses to SAPs: home-school collaboration, statutory processes, parental accommodation.
3-Areas for additional support: early intervention, peer support, improved SEN provision.
The qualitative approach was appropriate because SAPs are influenced by emotional, social and contextual factors that cannot be fully understood through numerical data alone. By analysing detailed personal accounts, the researchers gained a richer understanding of how COVID‑19 affected children’s attendance and what support is needed moving forward.
















SECTION 4: CONCLUSION .

This report has examined the research paper “She didn’t know how to go back: School attendance problems in the context of the COVID‑19 pandemic.” The report explained the purpose of the study, the research questions and the qualitative methods used by the researchers. The paper explored the factors that contributed to school attendance problems among primary school children during and after the pandemic. The findings showed that anxiety, changes in routines, parental concerns, academic pressure and limited communication between home and school were common contributors. In contrast, strong home‑school collaboration, early intervention and improved Sen support were identified as important motivators for improving attendance.
The report also discussed different research methods, including quantitative, qualitative and mixed‑methods research.
 It explained that this study used a qualitative mixed‑method design based on primary data collected from parents and professionals. The researchers analysed evidence from surveys and interviews to identify common themes and produce reliable conclusions that can support educational and social care practice. 
Completing this report has improved my understanding of research methods and the importance of using high‑quality evidence when making decisions in education and social care. I have learned how to identify research aims, understand different types of data collection and recognise the strengths of qualitative studies. I also developed my ability to read academic literature, summarise information and paraphrase ideas using my own words while avoiding plagiarism.
These research skills will be valuable in my future studies and professional practice. They will help me critically evaluate evidence, support evidence‑based decision‑making and provide better support for children and families. Understanding how research is conducted will also enable me to use reliable information to improve educational outcomes and contribute to high‑quality services.









