Paula Smith   1903588  Module HPHI6020.  Due 13th October 2024.
Write a 2500 word commentary on a primary source document related to 
Ireland between 1880-1997.
 I have chosen the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic. It contributes to my understanding of the Irish Question by capturing the spirit of the time. It begins and ends with religious belief and sacrifice, declaring the signatories to be the Provisional Government of a Sovereign Independent State, in the face of overwhelming military opposition. Choosing Easter Monday as the day of uprising, it calls on the protection of God and dreams of equality in a world of suppression and discrimination, at a time of war and similar sacrifice elsewhere. In making the declaration they made themselves a direct target, calling the enemies of the British allies, in the face of the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) making it a court-martial offense[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Novick, Benjamin Z. “DORA, Suppression, and Nationalist Propaganda in Ireland, 1914-1915.” New Hibernia Review / Iris Éireannach Nua, vol. 1, no. 4, 1997, pp. 41–57. P42.
] 
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                               Image 1 -National Museum of Ireland. 1916 Proclamation.

 This document was printed in secrecy in Liberty Hall on Easter Sunday and the early morning of Easter Monday by printer Christopher Brady, and compositors Michael Malloy and Liam O’Briain [footnoteRef:2]. It was printed on a Warfdale Press[footnoteRef:3] in two sections as the limited available typeface required it to be broken up and reformed for the second half. More recently, the National Print Museum reproduced the process, seen in the image below. [2:  The Proclamation of the Irish Republic. National Museum of Ireland .2024.]  [3:  A Replica of the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic. National Print Museum.2024.
] 
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             Image 2. National Print Museum. Reproduction of the Proclamation.

 Some of the original copies show a difference in inking quality top and bottom, the type changed font for the letter ‘e’, and the ‘R’ was damaged - sealing wax was added to a ‘P’. It is thought 1000 copies were printed and posted around Dublin city walls when the uprising began, but most were destroyed in the fires that followed. 
 

 The author.

 The Proclamation was drafted by the Military Council of the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) and thought to be mostly composed by Padraig Pearce [footnoteRef:4]. [4:  University College Cork. 2024. 1916 Proclamation: Home.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk178438834] It was read by Pearce[footnoteRef:5] (some sources say Thomas Clarke [footnoteRef:6]) a fluent writer and orator he had been chosen to performed speeches at occasions remembering heroes of the Republican movement, such as the Emmet commemoration in 1911, and at the grave of Wolfe Tone in 1913 [footnoteRef:7], as well as over the grave of O’Donovan Rossa in 1915 when he spoke of self-sacrifice- “Life springs from death: and from the graves of patriot men and women spring living nations”[footnoteRef:8]. [5:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.]  [6:  The 1916 Proclamation: controversial document that declared an Irish republic. 2024. The Irish Times.]  [7:  Thornley, David. “Patrick Pearse.” Studies: An Irish Quarterly Review, vol. 55, no. 217, 1966, pp. 10–20.]  [8:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.] 

  Pearce was a poet and writer, having got his B.A. and being called to the Bar in 1905. He defended a Donegal farmer who had inscribed his name in Irish letters on his cart [footnoteRef:9]. In 1908 he founded a bi-lingual school in Dublin, following educational ideas in advance of their time, combining liberal methods and unyielding nationalism. He saw no incompatibility between roles of educator and propagandist, and after 1910 physical force nationalism. He joined theIRB, progressing to the centre stage, being militant and eloquent at a time when the IRB were rejuvenating and appreciating his potential [footnoteRef:10].  [9:  Thornley, David. “Patrick Pearse.” Studies: An Irish Quarterly Review, vol. 55, no. 217, 1966, pp. 10–20. ]  [10:  Thornley. pp10–20] 

 At the point of the uprising, Pearce was the Director of Organization of the Volunteers and in the three-man committee drafting the plan for the insurrection [footnoteRef:11] .  [11:  Thornley. pp10–20] 

 The other signatories on this document- Éamonn Ceannt, James Connolly, Joseph Plunkett, Seán MacDiarmada, Thomas MacDonagh, Tom Clarke- would have agreed on the wording, and the influence of Connolly can be seen in the reference to the “ownership of Ireland” being “the right of the people of Ireland”[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  Geoghegan, P. The Proclamation – The Spirit of 1916 Captured on a Piece of Paper . Trinity College Dublin. 1. February 2016.] 


 The proclamation had many objectives. Its immediate purpose was to communicate an uprising precipitated by armed action in Dublin- to claim occupation in the city and beyond. It called for support and justified the violence and disruption that was to follow. DORA had censored the radical press [footnoteRef:13] , and communication between people was difficult and took time, so spreading the word was crucial to the success of the uprising. [13:  Novick, Benjamin Z. “DORA, Suppression, and Nationalist Propaganda in Ireland, 1914-1915.” New Hibernia Review / Iris Éireannach Nua, vol. 1, no. 4, 1997, pp. 41–57. P42.] 


 The Proclamation was read outside the General Post Office (GPO) in Dublin at around 12.45 on Easter Monday 1916 [footnoteRef:14] to a bemused crowd [footnoteRef:15] and copies were pasted on walls throughout Dublin. The building had been taken as headquarters by the Provisional Government as a stronghold and centre of communication. A telephone call being made by the Volunteers got through to Cork saying “Dublin has risen: let Cork rise”[footnoteRef:16]. [14:  The Proclamation of the Irish Republic. National Museum of Ireland. 2024.]  [15:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.]  [16:  Dublin has Risen. The Postal Museum. 2024. ] 


 The timing was precipitated by the insurgent’s knowledge that British Intelligence based in Dublin Castle was about to round up activists, but also, they believed a protest in arms was necessary to revive a sense of nationalism [footnoteRef:17]. Choosing Easter Monday took advantage of the relaxed holiday sending British officials off to Fairyhouse Races[footnoteRef:18], but also referenced the resurrection symbolism of Easter[footnoteRef:19] . [17:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.]  [18:  Coogan, 2002.]  [19:  Kelly, M.Is Catholicism being scrubbed from Ireland’s ‘Easter Rising’? CRUX. April 22, 2016.] 


 With the First World War waging and Britain facing many losses, support from Germany was sought at a time when it seemed Britain was weak. An arms shipment from Germany, organised by Roger Casement [footnoteRef:20] was intercepted and Casement arrested, and with British Intelligence closing in the choice was made by the Military Council to declare the uprising was going ahead. Eoin McNeil, the head of the Volunteers, countermanded this order seeing the impossibility of success, standing down all Volunteer activities for the weekend, placing an advertisement in the Sunday Independent. This lack of coordinated action weakened the uprising. [20:  Mitchell, Angus, ed. One Bold Deed of Open Treason: The Berlin Diary of Roger Casement 1914-1916. Merrion Press, 2016.] 
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             MacNeill’s Irish Volunteer order to call off the Rising that ran April 21, 1916.
                                    Image 3- from Irish America Feb/March 2016

  On Easter Monday Pearce, Connolly and Plunket met for a final meeting and took the head of a march accompanied by a handcart carrying their weaponry, to Dublin Castle. The city being relatively undefended because of the holiday, the insurgents attacked the Castle, shooting an unarmed Policeman as he tried to shut the gates, using the guardroom to fire on British forces within the Castle [footnoteRef:21]. Sir Arthur Hamilton Norway, Secretary of the Post Office, left the GPO in response to a call for help at the Castle. The insurgents moved into the recently renovated building [footnoteRef:22]. The Post Office staff raised the alarm to London via Amiens Street station which remained open (Image 4). Beneath the Tricolour and bearing the words “Irish Republic” in place of the Union Jack, this seat of communication became their stronghold, while other strategic buildings were also occupied  [footnoteRef:23] ( Image 5) . [21: World War 1 Articles. The golden locket, the hidden grave and the forgotten soldier : Ireland April 1916. 2013.]  [22:  Norway, Hamilton, The Sinn Fein Rebellion as I Saw It (Project Gutenberg)]  [23:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.] 
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                    Image 4- from Amiens Street to London.  The Postal Museum. 2024.
 
 At this time of War, it was vital for the British to supress this uprising as quickly as possible. They were able to mobilise around 6,000 men from the Dublin barracks and Curragh camp [footnoteRef:24], the main British garrison, known for a mutiny two years previously when officers resigned in the face of imminent action in Ulster, refusing to fire on Unionist resistance to Home Rule [footnoteRef:25].   [24:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.]  [25:  BBC Home. The Curragh mutiny. Wars & Conflict. 24 September 2014.] 
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             Map showing locations of Irish Volunteers and British Forces during the Rising.
                                 Image 5- from Dublin has Risen. The Postal Museum.
  
  Although armed by German weapons [footnoteRef:26] the rebels were driven back in violent street fighting, until only the GPO was held. Men tunnelled through the walls of the houses along Moore Street, to mount an attack on the British barricade, but just prior to action Sean McDermott told them of the decision to surrender [footnoteRef:27]. [26:  Easter Rising. National Army Museum. 2024.]  [27:  Lemass, Seán F. “I Remember 1916.” Studies: An Irish Quarterly Review, vol. 55, no. 217, 1966, pp. 7–9. ] 


 The destruction of the city burnt most copies of the Proclamation, but a few survive- one taken from the GPO wall by Army Officer Major Tamworth now resides in Trinity College Dublin[footnoteRef:28]. It had been pasted over British Army recruitment posters, so particularly resonates with the sentiments of that time. [28:  McDonald, Henry. Original copy of Irish independence proclamation goes on show in Dublin. 2016. The Guardian.] 

 
Content.

 With the eloquence of Pearce, the words chosen refer to the long history of abuse of the Catholic Irish, the deliberate division of communities and the removal of land. 
 In laying out the injustices, it claims “allegiance of every Irishman and Irishwoman”, unusual at the time by including women, and promises equality and liberty to all citizens- laying the blame for divisions on the alien Government. 
“Cherishing all the children of the nation equally” was a reference to different religious and political identities [footnoteRef:29].This was a romantic hope that once the alien Government is removed, the population will be able to live alongside eachother, without conflict. [29:  O'Dowd, Thomas John, Remembering the Constitution: The Easter Proclamation and Constitutionalism in Independent Ireland (August 3, 2010). UCD Working Papers in Law, Criminology & Socio-Legal Studies Research Paper No. 36/2010, ] 

 The chronic issue of land is addressed in “the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland”, recognising the Land Act is not enough to remedy the history since Plantation[footnoteRef:30], and being only 70 years since the Famine particularly poignant.  [30:  Hunter, R.J.2018. Plantations In Ulster.] 

  Linking the Republic to the Church in the first and last paragraphs, it uses the language of sacrifice as proof of worthiness for the cause of liberation. This is a strongly Catholic symbolism and speaks of the faith of both signatories and the movement. Priests were giving rebels Communion and hearing Confessions before action, and during the uprising and aftermath they ministered to the leaders prior to execution [footnoteRef:31].  [31:  Kelly, M.Is Catholicism being scrubbed from Ireland’s ‘Easter Rising’? CRUX. April 22, 2016.] 


Comparison. 

  The 1916 Proclamation was less radical in terms of class consciousness and internationalism than the one written by the IRB in 1867, delivered to newspapers in London, Australia [footnoteRef:32] Belgium and Germany[footnoteRef:33]. This uprising was quickly supressed, but the proclamation puts the movement firmly on the international stage, in terms of a Marxist perspective. It uses the language of revolutionaries, in phrases including oligarchy, serfdom, Monarchical Government and aristocratic locusts, and calls on “Republicans of the entire world, our cause is your cause” [footnoteRef:34]. It names the English working class “our brethren…  it is not only your hearts we wish, but your arms”, and places the uprising alongside international unrest “in the coming struggle for human freedom”. It is an outward looking document speaking to “Republicans of the entire world” and separates Church and State in “absolute liberty of conscience”. [32:   The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 1843 - 1893) Thu 16 May 1867  p2  THE FENIAN PROCLAMATION.]  [33:  Savage, John, ed. Fenian heroes and martyrs. Boston: P. Donahoe, 1868. pp174.]  [34:  No Other Law. Fenian Proclamation, 1867 Proclamation of the Irish Republic, issued February 10th, 1867, by the Irish Republican Brotherhood.1867.] 
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[bookmark: _Hlk178766470]               Image 6.  The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser. 
                                     16th May 1867. Page 2.  The Fenian Proclamation.

 

 The 1916 document also calls out for support, but specifically to Ireland’s “exiled children in America” and “gallant allies in Europe” by which it means a German government set on undermining Britain through Ireland in the First World War. There is no concept of the English working class being potential allies, and with many Irish fighting on the Western Front, being allies with the German government would not be popular with many Irish families either.
  Having a strong religious stance, the 1916 Proclamation declares “In the name of God….under the protection of the Most High God”, reflecting the beliefs of the signatories and the support received from priests and some orders [footnoteRef:35].  [35:  Irish Archives Resource. Capuchin Papers relating to the Irish Revolution.2024.] 

  

Conclusion.

               [image: ]
                                https://youtu.be/nvZwbK0E_i0?si=ZWFJnhpeP0CiU7JG
 The reading of the Proclamation now commands reverence and ritual, an attentive audience unlike the bemusement of the original crowd [footnoteRef:36]. It is possibly one of the most influential documents in Irish history [footnoteRef:37], and has become powerful, performance poetry, representing all the grief and extreme action required for the Republic to become what it is today.  [36:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.]  [37:  The 1916 Proclamation: controversial document that declared an Irish republic. 2024. The Irish Times. ] 

  Analysing the 1916 Proclamation has revealed a complex story of generations of suffering culminating in this doomed uprising, enacted by men who saw the value of blood-sacrifice [footnoteRef:38].  The mass production of the document was done in haste and secrecy [footnoteRef:39], and intended to be seen by the population of Dublin and beyond. In straightforward language posted on walls it bypassed DORA and spoke directly to the people. Combined with the takeover of the GPO, the printed Proclamation demonstrated the importance of the written word for the movement. Printing so many for distribution ensured a widespread knowledge of what was happening and enabled some to survive- although the authors and printers would never have guessed the impact it would have through time. [38:  Coogan, Tim Pat. Michael Collins: The Man Who Made Ireland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.]  [39:  The Proclamation of the Irish Republic. National Museum of Ireland .2024. ] 

 The martyrdom of the signatories and others rapidly led to a swing in public opinion, and a political shift that led to a version of their dream in the form of the Free State. The Proclamation and the uprising were a clear answer to the Irish Question at that time and a turning point in the story of Ireland.
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“POBLACHT NA H EIREANN.
THD PROVISTONAL GOVERNMENT

IRISH REPUBLIC
T0 THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN : In the name of God and of the dead generations
from which she receives her old tradition of nationhood, Ireland, through us, summons
her children to her flag and strikes for her freedom.

Having organised and trained her manhood through her secret revolutionary
organisation, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military
organisations, the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently
perfected her discipline, having resolutely waited for the right moment to reveal
itself, she now seizes that moment, and, supported by her exiled children in America
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relyifig in the first on her ‘own - strength, she
strikes in full confidence of victory.

We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ircland, and to
theu nfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible.  The long:
usurpation of that right by a foreign people and government has nor extinguished the
right, nor can it ever b extinguished except by the destruction of the Irish people. In
every generation the Irish people have asscrted their right to national freedom and
sovereignty; six times during the past thre: hundred years they have asserted it in
arms. Standing on that fundamental right and again asserting it in arms in the face
of the world, we hercby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovercign Independent State,
and we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom,
of its welfare, and-of its.exaltation amoug the nations.

The Irish Republic is entitled t. and hereby claims, the ‘allegiance of every
Irishman and Irishwoman. The Repuflic guarantees religious afd civil liberty. equal
rights and equal opportunities to all s citizens, and declares -itsiresolve to] pursue
the happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, cherishing all
the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences carefully fostered
by analien government, which have dvided a minority from the' majority in the past.

Until our arms have brought the Opportune moment for the establishment of &
pormanent~National Government, representative of the whole people of Ireland and
elected by the suffeages of all her men ind Women, the Provisional Government, hereby
constituted, will administer the civi] aid_military affairs of the Republic in trust for
the people. b :

We place the cause of the Irisk 3public under the protection of the ost High God,
Whose blessing we invoke upon gir ams, and we pray that no one who serves tha
cause will dishonour it by cow: umanity, or rapine. I this supreme hour
the Irish nation must, by its vnﬁm discipline and by the readiness of its children
10 sacrifice themselyes for the comdon ood, proveitsell worthyof the august destiny
to which it is called.

Signed on Benall of e Provisional Gevernment,
~ THOMAS J. CLARKE,
SEAN Maé DIARMADA,  THOMAS MacDONAGE,
P, H. PEARSE, " EAMONN CEANNT,
JAN ' CONNOLLY. JOSEPH_PLUNKETT.
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