Sharon Strachan 	                   BM5005_BIRM Introduction to Research                      Dr Fahad Khan	

BM5005_BIRM Introduction to Research Component 2 


To explore the impact/causes of Serious Youth Violence and to investigate its relationship with gang affiliation and Adverse Childhood Experiences


Context of literature 
As mentioned in the Literature Review there are rising concerns pertaining to Serious Youth Violence (SYV) around the United Kingdom, but particular focus is laid upon those serious incidents which have taken place in Birmingham. Another area focus is to pay attention to the contribution that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) have upon young people which may well cause them to become involved in gangs, criminal activity and SYV. In 2018 this was a pivotal point in which we seen a rise in SYV around the country with Densley, Deuchar and Harding (2020) recommending that work on this special issue commenced in 2018 describing the issues around SYV as a ‘watershed year.’ It became clear at this point that the victim and perpetrators of SYV were becoming younger and young with the level of injuries seen to be getting more violent. According to the statistics by HM Government (2018) it was stated that as the offences became more serious including knife crime offence, homicide etc it the violence appeared to be male on male crime as opposed to violence against women and girls.  Although there is a vast issue in the United Kingdom as it relates to SYV, Birmingham undoubtedly recorded the greatest number of youth deaths. Due to the increase of SYV public have lost trust in the police to ensure the safety of victims and their families (FitzGerald, 2018) due to this then came the Serious Youth Violence Strategy which aimed to reduce the levels on SYV across the country (HM Government, 2018).
Moreover, SYV in a form of exploitation which is seeing a number of young people being coerced and controlled to commit serious offence along with country line drug dealing which again influences serious youth violence as the drugs require protection. When we consider how ACES and SYV interconnect it is quite apparent that ACE’s play a significant part when explaining what constitutes violence. A large amount of research has been devoted to examining the relationship between destructive and violent behaviour alone with trauma  (Crimmins et al., 2000; Fox et al., 2015; Orth & Wieland, 2006; Taft et al., 2011; Wolfe et al., 2004).ACEs makes it difficult for individuals to regulate their emotions especially those who have been affected by their experiences. A s a result of being unable to regulate their emotions, individuals begin to display reactive aggression this is in fact validated by Ford (2002) who contends that if one is impacted in early childhood with distressing experiences, it then affects central aspects of the brain as well as one’s personality development exacerbating their inability to self-regulate. Pollak and colleagues (2000) further support this claim by proposing reasoning that those ACEs which include emotional neglect and/or physical harm it can result in individuals being consumed by hyperactivity and also making them more susceptible to having difficulties in discriminating emotive expressions. In addition, Spinazzola et al (2005) points out that due to being unable to regulate or understand their emotions, individuals tend up become reliant on their detection of anger which can explain their involvement with criminal activity and SYV. 
[bookmark: _Hlk130211523]Deriving from the literature it became apparent that a number of strategies have been put in place to address the concerns around SYV but it appears that the rates are increasing exceedingly high. There have been on going debates as to how best to address these concerns thinking of the best ways to intervene in a hope to prevent the violence from intensifying further (Densley, Deuchar and Harding, 2020). It is worth noting that in order to help to reduce the concerns around SYV collections from police gang data bases have been obtains b a number of researchers in order to collate information to introduce better responses through such things as harm reduction and contextual safeguarding strategies (Densley, Deuchar and Harding, 2020). The important factors to also consider whilst thinking of prevention strategies is to also take into consideration individuals mental health and discussions around desistance factors. 
Method and Methodology 
Essentially, the methodological approach used ensures that primary research is utilised through the use of qualitative analysis. The need for semi structured interview within this type of study is imperative as it allows for further subject and knowledge about the given research question. It also allows for those participants to be able to have a safe space to share their lived experiences. When allowing participants to be naturistic in the way in which they answer the questions as it relates to the research study it enables them to focus on their experiences while it is the researchers job to interpret and analyse the information provided Warren C., & Karner T. (2005). It appears that one of the most recognizable ways of undertaking qualitative research is through semi structured interviews (DiCicco-Bloom and Crabtree, 2006). Meanwhile Bryman (2012) recognises that by allowing for participants to speak of their lived experience it permits the researcher to obtain a more emblematic stance through the use of qualitative data collection.  
The method used to disseminate the date is outlined below:- 
Planning - To establish the research audience
Planning – To identify the purpose of the study 

 



Selection – Ethical considerations 
Selection – Review of the literature 

Extraction of the information from the literature  and thematic analysis 
Extraction - Formulating an argument 



Execution – Conclusion and recommendations 
Execution -– Siving through results and findings




When we consider the method of thematic analysis the study seeks to analyse through coding the data that is being interpreted. Thematic analysis is good because it allows the researcher to identify key themes allowing specific colours to be associated with the chosen themes to provide clarity. By utilising NVivo it allows the coding process to become enhanced providing more understanding around transcribing which will assist with thematic analysis. Bryman (2012; p595) highlights that “coding is accomplished through nodes explaining that “nodes are the route by which coding is undertaken” (Bryman 2012; p596). 
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