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Essay 1
     In this essay it will be discussed how past instances of misconduct and malpractice have influenced modern day policing, using examples to explain points and describe how these incidents have developed modern day policing. 
    Firstly, misconduct and malpractice in policing are defined as “illegal or inappropriate action engage in by police officers”(LEGALDICTIONARY,2017) and as “negligence or misconduct by a professional person” (LEGAL DICTIONARY, 2017). Examples of both can range from numerous things, such as, excessive force, false arrests, tampering with witnesses, false confessions, illegal searches and many more. 
   In this essay, illegal searches made by officers will be used as an example and how the past policing practices have now influenced better, modern day practice that is taught and now used by the majority of police officers. There are many different types of searches that officers use on a day-to-day basis, such as proactive searches of individuals, vehicle searches and house searches. 
Focus of this essay will be around the proactive search of an individual or as it is commonly known as the stop search. 
The stop and search power can be defined as “the power given to officers who have reasonable grounds to suspect that an individual is carrying anything illegal or may be used to commit a crime” (BBC,2022). 
In modern day policing practice, new officers are taught how to complete a stop search and the requirements that are needed to complete one legally. The main requirement is to complete “GOWISELY”. “GOWISELY” is the acronym that helps officers ensure that when they intend to search an individual on stop, they cover the steps to make sure the search is legal.  Officers are required to complete these steps to stay in  line with the police and criminal evidence act.   

Secondly, an example of malpractice in the use of stop searches would come from the Metropolitan  Police, who after being reviewed by the IOPC for their complaints from stop searches, were found to not be completing GOWISELY when these searches were conducted. This is illustrated when it says, “ The legitimacy of stop and searches was being undermined by lack of understanding, poor communication and the consistent use of force”. (The Guardian, 2020). 
These reviews from the IOPC have ensured that many police forces around the country apply further training around the practice of stop and search principles. This training in GWENT Police is being applied in the initial six months of probationer training, where officers are required to learn the powers and policies around stop and search and apply this knowledge in multiple practical assessments. Thus, ensuring a good understanding by officers to further develop when utilising the power in real life scenarios. This investigation into the Metropolitan Police whereby many examples of misconduct and malpractice have been identified,  has been beneficial for other police forces around the country as the further development has since prevented the number of complaints around this area.  In the year of this investigation into the Metropolitan Police,  the highest proportion of complaints were around police powers and policies. This is illustrated when it states, “ 20% of complaints were based around police powers and policies”. (IOPC, 2022). 

Another example of how some officers have demonstrated acts of misconduct in the workplace when completing a stop search, is the use of excessive force to the subject. 
Excessive force can be defined as “use of force beyond what a reasonable police officer uses to question or apprehend a person”. (Police Brutality, 2022).

A real-life example of this would be the recent case of George Floyd, whereby American police officers used excessive force to apprehend him.  Officers attended a call where George Floyd was believed to have used a counterfeit $20 note. George Floyd then resisted to get into the police vehicle, this has caused officers to place a knee on George Floyd’s neck at the scene which could be argued as a demonstration of excessive  force.  Due to this force used by officers, George Floyd was pronounced dead an hour later. The officers involved have since been sentenced to time in prison for the murder of George Floyd. This example has since shaped the way officers use force.
As previously discussed, due to previous misconduct and malpractice such as the example stated above, the government has invested in further training for officers and how to utilise the use of force properly and how and when to use it. This training is based around the National Decision-making model and how the model is used by police officers. 
The National decision-making model is made up of six different areas and is all bonded together by the Codes of practice, “Each component provides the user an area for focus and consideration”. (College of policing, 2013). This model is used by many officers on the streets today to ensure that they make the correct decisions in active situations. 
The understanding of the National decision-making model and the utilisation of this in training allows officers to prevent any malpractice or misconduct complaint when attending calls and dealing with suspects. 
In training situations, trainers state that all suspects who are being stop and searched should be handcuffed. However, officers can utilise the national decision-making model in these scenarios to identify other options to prevent the use of force which is handcuffing. The national decision-making model is a very useful tool for officers which can be used to make correct decisions and prevent officers getting complaints around misconduct and malpractice. 

In this essay it has been discussed how excessive use of force can display examples of misconduct and malpractice and how these situations have paved the new method of policing. It has also been  explained the different ways in which the government has developed further funding into police training which allows new officers to develop further understanding to prevent them from getting complaints around their malpractice and misconduct when they work with subjects in real life situations. It has also been shown that investigations into malpractice and misconduct in other police forces can identify areas for development to prevent these situations to be identified in other forces.  


 

Essay 2 

In this essay it will be explained how media coverage can effect policing strategies.  In this piece of writing the focus will be to weigh up the positive and negative effects that the media may have on public protection strategies within the police service. The essay will also consider how the media’s presentation of public protection incidents can effect members of the public’s opinions. This essay will use relevant case studies to emphasis positive and negative points. 
It could be argued that there are many positives and negatives to the effects of media coverage on policing strategies. Media coverage can be defined as the following, “The way in which a particular piece of information is portrayed by the media”. (Tech Spirited, 2023).
Many would state that the most modern use of media coverage to help policing strategies would be regarding missing people. The most recent high-profile  case would be for Nicola Bulley. 
This case relating to Nicola Bulley is regarding a missing person who was later found deceased only a mile from her last confirmed location. 
Media coverage for the Nicola Bulley case was broadcasted over national television. This has now led to some different opinions on the way policing strategies were used. 
Firstly, a negative aspect to media coverage on policing strategies would be how they portray these cases to members of the public. Many media outlets try and emphasise the negative aspects to a case that they are covering which can then put the policing strategies and the police force involved, in a bad light with members of the public and members of the community. An article from the BBC has stated “The Ms Bulley investigation attracted widespread speculations and criticisms of the police response”. (BBC, 2023). 
This statement would suggest to readers that members of public have the opinion that there was wrongdoing by the police force involved. This could then result in people having mixed opinions regarding policing strategies and this is mainly due to how the media portray cases. 
Many individuals would also argue that because of the widespread coverage of the case, it allowed communities to be brought together and thus help policing strategies to locate Bulley. This would show the positive aspects to media coverage regarding public protection as this emphasises community engagement due to media coverage. 

Secondly, another area of public protection which is heavily covered by media are incidents where the threat to life for the public is at its highest.  An example of this would be terrorism. Regarding these types of incidents, research completed by Sela-Shayovitz states “the public is more focused on the effectiveness rather than police procedures” (Sela-shayovitz, 2015) which  provides a positive contrast in how media coverage can be beneficial for policing strategies as an effective outcome will put the police in the publics eye as being good. 
Also, many would argue that media coverage could have negative impact regarding counter terrorism as this would mean that strategies used by counter terrorism units would then be accessible by the public causing a serious increase in the threat to harm. To prevent this from occurring, many counter terrorism units keep their information in house. Based on media coverage it seems that many articles regarding terrorism contain minimal information and only highlight success rates and state the operation name, for example, “CONTEST”. (Gov.uk, 2018). 

Next, another case study that offers relevant points to the effects of media coverage is the case of Fiona Pilkington. 
The media coverage from this case which occurred in 2007 has outlined officer misconduct. An example of this would be from The Guardian who state, “Four officers will face misconduct proceedings as a result of their police forces failings”. (The Guardian, 2011). This would be a positive effect on media coverage as it highlights to members of the public that the force is following procedures and tackling officer misconduct. This would also have a further positive effect as members of the public understand that officers who have completed acts of misconduct and malpractice would then follow proceedings as this is highlighted by the media coverage. 
Due to media coverage, the findings from this investigation were illustrated for members of the public to see, regarding this The Guardian have also stated,  “The case prompted wider concern that many police forces were not properly identifying hate crimes” (The Guardian, 2011). How the media have portrayed these findings into the policing strategies used at that time have since influenced the modern-day role of a police officer. 
However, this case is also another example of the negative aspects to media coverage as it highlights the wrongdoing by police forces. Many media outlets also state that police forces have not learned from their past experiences, this is highlighted when it states, “The metropolitan police have still not learned from its calamitous litany of failures” (Evening standard, 2023). Articles like this emphasise above points that have been made whereby the way that police forces use strategies regarding public protection are majorly affected as media outlets highlight negative aspects of policing and this is then viewed by members of the public who potentially would then also have the same opinion.

In conclusion, there are clearly many different views and opinions on how media coverage can effect policing strategies regarding public protection. Above it has been highlighted that some relevant aspects to policing which have major links to public protection and discussed by use of points how media coverage can affect these types of incidents. It has also been discussed the two relevant case studies regarding public protection and looked at the positive and negative impacts media coverage has had on them and how this has then effected opinions by members of the public and policing strategies in general. 






Essay 3 

In this essay it will be explained how early intervention with young, or youth offenders can help prevent them from re offending. It will be discussed and considered the benefits of using different methods of intervention, that can be put in place by police forces and using examples of real-life cases to emphasise the point. 

Firstly, a youth or young offender can be defined as “a young person who commits a crime but has granted him or her a more lenient punishment”. (Merriam Webster, 2023). 
Youth offending is a majority of what the police deal with today. There have been many different organisations and teams that have been put in place for these youths to work with to prevent them from re offending. 

In Gwent Police, “Operation Quartz” is a team of officers who work with children who are either offending frequently or are at high risk of being criminally or sexually exploited. Government statistics show that in 2022 around the United Kingdom, “15,800 children were either cautioned or sentenced”. (Gov.uk, 2022). 
Gwent Police identifies these offenders to ensure that they have the best opportunity to prevent them from re offending. This is achieved by referrals to partner agencies, such as the Youth Offending System. These officers also work with the youth offenders in person which can also be very beneficial for the individual as it shows them that they have support from the police as they get face to face support. 
Also, in Gwent, youth offenders will have flags against their names on the system which would be provided to frontline officers and assist them if they were to attend a call for them. This provides another way of working with youth offenders,  as frontline officers are required to complete referrals if they have dealings with youths who have flags against their names. This information will also get fed back to the Operation Quartz officers who deal with the youths. 
It is important that police forces work with these youths as statistics show that youths are more likely to re-offend compared to adults. This is because youths are more easily influenced, and this causes a risk of criminal exploitation from older individuals. This statistic is illustrated by government readings which state “In the year ending March 2018, 38.4% of youth offenders reoffend, compared to 28.5% of adults”. (Gov.uk, 2018). 

There are many different reasons that young people commit crime, the most common reason is the fact that they have been influenced by there parents through adverse childhood experiences. Many children grow up with parents or family members who commit crime, this usually and most commonly results in the youths themselves turning to crime. However, as previously discussed,  if the police or partner agencies can intervene with these individuals,  early prevention is possible. Research shows that the more adverse experiences that a child encounters throughout their childhood, the more it can have a major effect on them personally when they grow up. 
Many officers have an understanding of the effects of adverse childhood experiences and how they can be identified at an early stage. With officers being trained to identify these experiences, it allows officers who work in the public protection departments to intervene at the earliest stage to prevent the experiences having a major impact on the youths as they grow up. This can then have a positive effect on the prevention of youths committing crime and can prevent further re offending.  

Secondly, an example of an intervention model is a Police-led pre-charge diversion model which is “an alternative response to traditional court procedures for young offenders under 18 with limit or no prior involvement with the criminal justice system”. (College Of Policing, 2018). 
This method is a great example of the ways in which police forces are looking at early intervention as this model can only be considered for youths who have not been involved with the criminal justice system before. By utilising this model youth offenders are provided with alternative outcomes which do not involve courts, for example, they can be provided with cautions or restorative cautions. 
As well as the youth being provided with the caution there would be referrals made to partner agencies. This would then result in what I have mentioned above, whereby in force departments and out of force agencies would offer their support to the youths to prevent them from re offending. 
An example of a way that local partnerships with the police support young offenders is the “CAPRICORN framework”. (Gov.uk, 2019). This method used highlights numerous ways in which these out of force agencies help the youths and prevent them from re offending. 
This is the best way to prevent re offending as the youths would understand that if they were to commit crime again, they would not have the same outcome and could possibly end up in court for the offence. 
Further research in the results of this method have found that by youths being given this sort of resolution it has led to a 6% decrease in the re offending rate for youths around the UK. (College Of Policing, 2018).

In Conclusion, this piece of writing has highlighted numerous ways in which police forces around the UK and other out of force agencies have put in place methods in which they can help prevent youths from re offending . Research and statistics provided emphasise the benefits that early intervention has had on re offending within youth community. This research has emphasised a decrease in the re offending level when using models that don’t highlight the youth as an offender and focus on the prevention rather than the conviction. This research has further corroborated the effect that early intervention has on youths that are committing crime and the benefits that it has had on the offending rate. 





Essay 4 

In this essay it will be discussed how the use of partnership approaches can help with rehabilitating offenders and looking at academic research and how effective some of these approaches have been. Focusing on statistics to emphasise the points and corroborate the findings. 

There are many ways in which organisations offer schemes and methods to help rehabilitate offenders. These methods can be put in place when they leave custody, when they are in prison and when they leave prison to prevent them from re offending and aid their rehabilitation. Also, some organisations offer support for individuals to help prevent them from engaging in criminal activities.  

First example will be the research into helping rehabilitate offenders in prison. Many prisons around the United Kingdom have developed strategies that have become effective in the rehabilitation  of offenders. 
Many prisons have implemented new scanners and security which can identify if an offender is packing drugs to bring into the prison. This approach keeps the prison as a drug free environment. This will encourage and potentially keep offenders clean from drugs whilst they are in custody and could eventually prevent them from using drugs when they are released. This in turn has a positive effect on the rehabilitation of the offender. This high technology security is only being implemented in new build prisons, however, older prisons who have not yet been able to  receive this technology are being funded to eventually have this installed in all prisons around the United Kingdom.
To further emphasise the efforts in which the government are working with prisons to rehabilitate offenders, statistics show that “The government allocated an extra £550 million to reduce reoffending and £3.75 billion to create 20,000 new build prisons” (Gov.uk, 2021).
This money has been used to implement methods that has been discussed to build new style prisons with high tech equipment to reduce the rate of reoffending. 

Secondly, there is a lot of work over seen in in-force departments regarding the rehabilitation of offenders. It will now be considered the work that is carried out by a team in Gwent Police which is called “MOSOVO”.  
The MOSOVO team is defined as “The management of sexual offenders and violent offenders” (College of Policing, 2020).
This team works closely with several partners to ensure that these offenders are kept in line when they are released from prison or when they are placed on the sex offenders register. 
The role of an officer working within this team is to ensure contact is maintained with these individuals and they are keeping in line with the conditions they have been given when they have been released from prison. These conditions are given to these individuals to prevent them re offending. These conditions can range from, notifying officers of their address, notifying officers of electrical equipment that they own and random, unannounced visits from MOSOVO officers to check that these conditions are being obliged with.
Research shows that these methods that are used by MOSOVO teams are very effective in the rehabilitation of sex offenders as they have such strict rules to abide to when they have been released from custody.  These out of prison methods to rehabilitate sex offenders can sometimes be more beneficial and is emphasised when it states, “research shows that interventions with sexual convictions appear to more effective in the community than in prison” (The Conversation, 2019). 

Next, when offenders are brought into police custody, they are asked questions around addictions to drugs or alcohol. These questions help the officers know whether their addictions could be a reason that they are committing crime. 
If offenders state that they are struggling with addictions to drugs or alcohol, or the officers believe that they may have these addictions. A referral to a partner called GDAS can be made, and a member of this organisation can speak to them whilst they are in custody and offer visits to give support with addiction. 
GDAS is the “Gwent Drug and alcohol service”. (GDAS.wales,2023). As states above, this organisation offers free drug and alcohol support to individuals that need it. This organisation works with Gwent Police to help rehabilitate offenders and support offenders with drug or alcohol addictions. GDAS also offer training to Gwent Police officers that can help them on the frontline when working with individuals who have drug or alcohol addictions. 

Research completed by 3 individuals around the correlation between the number of treatment facilities and crime found that where treatment facilities were located, there was a higher rate of crime. However, these findings of a higher crime rate in areas of the treatment facilities were studied over a short period of time. They focused their research over a long period of time and concluded that the increase in treatment facilities that were built resulted in a decrease over time of violent and finically motivated crime being committed. (Brookings,2018).

These results were partly due to work that is completed by organisation like GDAS who as stated previously help reduce drug and alcohol abuse and therefore decrease the rate of violent crimes which can be caused by these addictions. Police officers also have a role in this research as these offenders can get help from these organisations from the referrals that front line response officers can request for offenders when working with them at calls.

In conclusion, examples have been discussed of different ways in which partners use methods to help rehabilitate offenders outside and inside of police custody.  Research shows that these methods have a positive impact on the offending rate. I have shown the impact of the increase in treatment facilities and what it has on the level of violent and all crime. This has been another positive impact regarding rehabilitating offenders and further preventing crime as statistics show this. 
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