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TRSK5001: Essay 1 – Discuss the ways in which the internet can be used as a research tool for academic work in the study of religion(s).

The introduction of the internet has played a significant role in the 21st century by allowing people to access a numerous amount of information. The use of online tools has given the ability to view thousands of different sources for almost any subject that you are looking for. This in turn has allowed the internet to be used as an effective research tool in the use of academic work, especially in the use of studying religion. 
One of the most effective tools on the internet to be used as a research tool for academic work is the search engine. A search engine is a system where the user can enter a question or search whatever subject they are in interested in and the engine will produce a list of useful and relevant websites. For academic work in the study of religion this has become an effective research tool as many religious groups have updated to the 21st century and have taken to the internet and the search engine will allow you to access their webpages with ease. 
The main positive to the use of search engines such as Google or Yahoo is the ability to search across their large index of webpages. For example if you are researching into the topic of Shabbat from Judaism, then you would simply just type in the keyword “Shabbat” into the search engine and you would have many relevant webpages. However the large amount of webpages shown when searching for a topic can be seen as a disadvantage. In some circumstances if you do not use specific search terms for what you are looking for, then you will be presented with a number of irrelevant webpages which will not contain the information that you are looking for. 
One of the most useful search engines on the internet for academic work and scholarly literature is ‘Google Scholar’. It is a web search engine which focuses on finding academic literature from such sources as books, universities and other relevant websites. One of the features which comes with Google Scholar is the ability to have these articles formatted in the year that they were released, this is helpful as it allows you to view what information is up to date. As an example if you searched the term ‘Orthodox Judaism’ into the search bar, you will be shown books such as “Returning to tradition: The Contemporary revival of Orthodox Judaism”[footnoteRef:1]. This is a helpful research tool as you have access to academic books online instead of going to the local library to receive physical copies.  [1:  https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=BP_29dqi3mYC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=orthodox+judaism&ots=kuayMF7chk&sig=UA_Q2Ao7uF1apu5KjO_YY36H0mk#v=onepage&q&f=false] 



Another useful research tool which can be used for academic work in the study of religion is the tool called ‘RefWorks’. RefWorks is an online database system which allows the user to create citations and save them by adding them to custom folders. It is an online service which allows users to simply create an account with their email address. One of the advantages of the service is that it is simple to use, it includes tutorials and guides to help the user go through the number of different features which are available to use. Another feature which is included with the research tool RefWorks is called ‘Write-N-Cite’. This feature allows a version of RefWorks to be added with the word processor ‘Microsoft Word’. The ability to add citations and a bibliography to your work using RefWorks is an effective tool to improve your academic work. [footnoteRef:2] [2: https://www.refworks.com/refworks2/default.aspx?r=authentication::init&groupcode=RWUWTSDavid] 

One of the advantages of the internet is the up to date information which is posted every day. This is significant to those who are researching into different religions and are looking for accurate and updated information. One of the main sources for updated information would be news articles from websites such as the BBC[footnoteRef:3] or The Guardian[footnoteRef:4]; these are seen as reliable sources of information as they are professional news outlets.  [3:  www.BBC.co.uk/news]  [4:  www.Theguardian.com/world/religion] 

One of the benefits of using the internet as a research tool for academic work is the ability to access information at all times. Throughout the 21st century more and more devices are able to connect to the internet via the usage of Wi-Fi or other mobile networks, this in turn gives the ability to access academic resources from online sources at any time of the day. This ability to access the internet is a serious advantage over those who can only access paper copies of books or articles from a local library. Many local libraries now have the ability for users to search for books and other physical sources through an online database, for example the UWTSD website has a feature which you can search for books related to different religions and other subjects through a simple search bar[footnoteRef:5]. This resource has been significantly helpful when trying to find specific books relating to a specific topic within a religion, instead of searching through the library you can simply type in “Judaism Mishnah” and it will give me information regarding the books, which campus they are located and which section of the library they can be found.  [5:  http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/carmarthen-library/] 

One of the great features of internet is the large variety of different media forms which are available to view. Instead of just being limited to viewing text based sources of information regarding the study of religions, you have access to such media forms as video, music and photography. Video sharing websites such as ‘YouTube’ or ‘Vimeo’ allow the public to upload a variety of videos to their platform. The rise of these websites have allowed religious groups to upload videos or documentaries to the internet to provide information about their beliefs or practices. 

These online videos are an effective research tool for the study of religion as they may contain significant information coming directly from the religious group you are researching into. As an example, if you searched the keyword “Judaism” on the popular video sharing website YouTube, you will be greeted by a large selection of videos related to the topic of Judaism. The large majority of these videos shown are for educational purposes and are an effective alternate method to finding information related to Judaism instead of using text based methods. One of these videos titled ‘Religions of the World – Judaism {Full Program}’[footnoteRef:6] shows a 27 minute video documentary discussing the religion of Judaism. This video is effective as it allows the researcher to have a visual image of what Jews living in the 21st century look like and how they express their beliefs.  [6:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgbIbqybpHs] 

Although the internet has a substantial amount of information for the use of academic study in religion, there are a few major issues which can prevent it from being an effective research tool. One of the major issues of the internet is that some popular websites which are used as a means of finding information can be totally inaccurate and in turn will give incorrect information when used in academic work. An example of this occurring would be the popular online free encyclopaedia called ‘Wikipedia’[footnoteRef:7]. This online encyclopaedia allows its community of users to create or alter articles relating to almost everything including religion. Although the website does contain useful information which in some circumstances are cited by either academic literature or other informative sources, there is a high risk of the information being incorrectly posted by anonymous users.  [7:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism] 

One of the other major issues with using the internet as an internet researching tool is the risk of plagiarism. As the internet is becoming more frequently used as a main source of information in the 21st century, the amount of plagiarised content which is uploaded has increased. The ease of uploading information on the internet has allowed the ability to easily upload plagiarised content to websites without it being monitored or dealt with. Because of this risk, those who are researching on the internet must be vigilant to what information that they choose to use for their academic work. The consequences of using information from the internet and then finding out that it came directly from a scholarly source unreferenced would be severe. 
There have been advancements on the internet and in the use of academic study to try and combat the use of plagiarism. These new plagiarism services will scan through text which is entered and alert the user to what parts of the text have been plagiarised from other sources, this is an effective tool to try and combat the increasing risk of having ones academic work being penalized. Services such as ‘Grammarly’[footnoteRef:8] have become popular as they allow users to check their work for plagiarism for free.   [8:  https://www.grammarly.com/] 



One of the advantages of using the internet as a means for academic study is the vast ability of communication. With the ability to use instant messaging and email services on almost all mobile devices, it has never been easier to get in contact with other people from all across the globe. In the study of religion this has been an effective tool as you can get in contact with different religious groups and individuals with ease compared to how it would have been decades prior to the internet.
 In my personal studies I have used a number of the research methods which have been spoken about in this essay. In one of my recent experiences I had to get in contact with a religious group and ask if I could observe them carry out their church service. To do this I simply used the Google search engine to find the local Christian churches which were in the area of Carmarthen. After researching into the different church denominations and groups using the information from their websites I decided to choose St Mary’s Catholic Church. On their website I had easy access to the contact information of the Rev Canon of the church. Using this contact information that I had gathered, I then got in contact with him using email. This was just one example on how I have used the internet to help me in my studies of religion. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One website which has been very helpful in my studies is called Jewfaq.org[footnoteRef:9]. Whenever I have had an assignment which is related to Judaism in any form I will return to this website for a general overview on different Jewish subjects. Instead of using this website as my prime source of information, I would use the information on the webpages to help give me a better general understanding of what I am writing about. When you first arrive on the website you can see it is professionally laid out with features like a navigation bar at the top of the page, or hyperlinks for important topics located in the text. The website states that the information given comes from the Orthodox point of view, because of this you would have to make sure that you do not confuse this information with Reform Judaism.  [9:  http://www.jewfaq.org/] 

The internet has become a significantly effective research tool for academic work in the study of religion. With the vast amount of informative sources available to be had regarding almost all religions on the internet, it has made it much easier to access key information for research. With the large variety of different media forms available to view, you are not restricted with just having text based research. 
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