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English Language Programmes – Pre-sessional 2019
Notetaking – Symbols and Abbreviations in notes




	and / plus
	&
	+

	and others
	et. al

	approximately / around / similar to
	c.
	approx.
	~

	at
	@

	because
	∵

	bad / negative
	

	change
	Δ

	correct
	✓

	decrease / deterioration
	↓

	decreases /  falls
	

	degrees
	°

	divided by
	÷

	equal to / same as
	=

	equivalent to
	≡

	etcetera / and so on / and other things
	etc.

	etc. / missing words
	…

	female
	F
	♀

	first
	second
	third
	fourth
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th

	greater than
	>

	less than
	<

	good / positive
	

	grows, increases
	

	increase / improve
	↑

	linked / interrelated / connected
	↔

	male
	M
	♂

	minus
	-

	much greater than
	>>

	much less than
	<<

	multiplied by
	×

	not equal to
	≠

	not lead to
	↛

	not
	X
	strikethrough

	number
	#
	no.

	pounds / cost / money
	£

	per / each
	/

	percent
	%

	plus
	+

	proportional to / related to
	

	results from
	←

	results in, leads to
	→

	same as above
	"

	similar to
	 (~)

	therefore / consequently
	

	unlikely
	??

	question / doubt / possibility
	?

	with
	ẃ

	without
	w/o

	wrong
	X



Common abbreviations


	North
	East
	South
	West
	N
	E
	S
	W

	as soon as possible
	asap

	centimetre
	cm

	century
	C

	chapter
	ch.

	department
	dept

	education
	ed.

	especially
	esp.

	evening
	pm

	for example
	e.g.

	government
	gov.

	information
	Info.

	important (note)
	imp. 
	NB
	*

	in one year
	p.a.

	in other words
	i.e.

	kilogram
	Kg

	maximum
	max.

	minimum
	min.

	morning
	am

	Nationa  national
	natl.

	page
	p.

	pages
	pp.

	people
	ppl

	possibly
	poss.

	probably
	prob.

	question
	Q.

	research
	res.

	understand
	u/s

	very
	v.

	with
	ẃ

	without
	w/o

	with reference to
	re.

	year
	yr
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