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Introduction
The concept of "policing by consent" holds that the police can only perform their duties with the cooperation and/or permission of the public. This is a crucial aspect of providing credibility to the police. The United Kingdom employs this arrangement as opposed to the prevalent military-run police forces in third-world nations (Walker, 2018). This demonstrates the United Kingdom's liberal democracy. However, certain groups might argue otherwise. These locations believe that the police force is governed by the government rather than "policing by consent" (Walker, 2018). The main thing that will be discussed in the paper is the importance of policing by consent in the UK. In the modern policing system, though the principles of policing by consent are often violated, these principles have a great influence on the modern policing system and its activities (Cordner, 2019). The impacts will also be demonstrated in the body of the paper. Numerous relatable incidents must be used to discuss these parts. However, the history of the concept of “policing by consent” will also be mentioned here because it allows someone to understand the core concept.
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The importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service

Background of “Policing by Consent”
Generally speaking, policing by consent is defined by the strategy used by Robert Peel, who as Home Secretary founded the Metropolitan Police in 1829. This strategy is encapsulated in the now-famous and widely-reproduced "Peelian Principles," which are nine clear rules for preserving police legitimacy and effectiveness (Joyce & Laverick, 2021). In actuality, it seems that Peel never wrote these ideas, not even while he was alive. As a summary of Peel's beliefs, the historian Charles Reith created the nine principles in 1948. Numerous politicians and police officers who use this list as their reference without fully understanding its origin have used Reith's summary as their guide (Bowling, 2019). Reith's summary was reprinted and repeated until its origins were concealed and his language was credited to Peel himself. These nine concepts have had, and continue to have, a significant influence on modern police despite their mysterious origins (Farrow, 2020).
The Importance of Policing by Consent
Policing by consent ensures the approval of the public and their engagement with the force. If there is no approval from the public it may cause a situation of disorder in society. The people would not obey the force. Respect for policing will lessen in their mind. The main aim of policing will not be fulfilled. However, policing by consent provides some benefits to society (Torrible, 2022). These benefits include a rising safety level for the public, reduction of harmful behaviour and disorder in society, an improvement in community opinions of the police, belief, and trust, and finally, a reflect in the attitudes of police officers and an increase in work satisfaction.
If the situation occurred during COVID-19 pandemic is observed very consciously, there will be found a good understanding about the importance of policing by consent and how it affects the public thought. Police were given exceptional powers in March of 2020 (Wood & Gardiner, 2021). They were able to ensure that people stayed at home, save for really necessary reasons, thanks to hastily drafted restrictions. People in every state agreed to have significant restrictions placed on their liberties, and in doing so, they acknowledged that it was the responsibility of law enforcement to implement the lockdown. Repeatedly, people have witnessed Priti Patel take the stage and emphasise the long and illustrious history of consent-based policing in the United Kingdom. A smorgasbord of complicated regulations, along with a variety of well-publicized failed attempts to enforce "the rules," has sown a deeper distrust, which has the potential to erode the foundations upon which British policing is built. The phrase "policing by consent" is now most frequently used when a significant legal change takes effect and the police are subject to matching demands and obligations as a result (Hills et al., 2020). A prominent example of such a change are the new laws the government passed in reaction to the Covid-19 outbreak. In response to the public health emergency, a sizable majority of Londoners approved of new rules and the police's implementation of them to stop the virus's spread (Jackson et al., 2019). According to a survey conducted in April, 68% of London residents backed the police's strategy for enforcing the Coronavirus "lockdown" at least in part. Cooperation with these standards appeared high. The Metropolitan Police issued less than one thousand Fixed Penalty Notices for breaking lockdown rules during the two-month emergency law (Hills et al., 2020). During the early stages of the lockdown, most UK citizens complied with all lockdown limits, and no conflicts or arguments arose from police enforcement of Covid-19 restrictions, according to Nuffield Foundation research.
The death of George Floyd is also an example to mention when discussing policing by consent. The top police officials in the UK have issued a joint statement over George Floyd's passing. In the UK, there is a good rapport between both the police and the general populace, although there is always room for improvement. Every day, officers and workers around the nation work to improve these connections and address issues (Hills et al., 2020). The force can only create trust and contribute to people's safety by closely cooperating with our communities. This type of incident makes people think that policing by consent does not exist in reality. But the outcome of such thinking must cause social disorder that is very antisocial.
Impacts of Policing by Consent on Modern-Day Police Service
"Policing by consent" has been the basic organising principle of British policing for nearly two centuries. This suggests that the legitimacy of the police depends on the public's trust, as opposed to imposing order alone through force (Queirós et al., 2020). Those who are accustomed to witnessing police brutality and having police authority enforced against them may find it difficult to trust that their permission matters. At moments when police violence makes headlines, whether as a result of extreme brutality against persons, the suppression of riots and public unrest, or the release of damaging new statistics, the police are condemned for disrespecting public consent and faced with calls to restore it (Schaap, 2021). In contrast, a typical critique from activists and liberals is that if there is a lack of agreement, the police still can resort to the use of aggressive force and punitive compulsion. According to this viewpoint, consent is a myth, a euphemism that conceals the brutal reality. There is substance to the assertion that state control could possibly be sustained through brute force alone if the populace ceased to consent to it. Focusing on this imagined extreme, however, obscures the reality that this is not the existing state of affairs. Consent-based policing is therefore viewed by some as the police's ideal norm, and by others as an impossibility (Loftus, 2019). Both of these criticisms are invalid. In truth, the public's agreement to police is essential to the maintenance of the state's authority. Understanding what this 'permission' entails and how it is obtained is crucial.


Limitations of “Policing by Consent”
There could be some problems in establishing policing by consent in a country. The political barrier is the most harmful factor in this case. Again, sometimes it requires not waiting for the process of establishing policing by social consent to save people from offenses and other dangers. Groups involved in politics, lobbying, socialism, and activism may feel as though they are being arbitrarily policed. These organisations usually use a goal-oriented approach. They are free to voice their ideas, etc. They cannot carry out an act if it is illegal or violates human rights. Because of their overly idealised moral compass, many of these organisations feel compelled to ignore this (Brown et al., 2019). Unfortunately, the police become involved when they violate others' rights or commit crimes, which leads to conflict. Both sides are adamant that what they're doing is legitimate, and many of these groups have whole groups of individuals who share this belief, which influences how the police react to them. When police are required to stand between these organisations and those they might want to harm, protest against, etc., these difficulties are amplified. In these situations, the police will be seen as standing in the way of justice or assisting the organization's enemies (Mitchell & Huey, 2018). Though it's uncommon in English and Welsh policing, this may be the case. These organisations do not want to be policed, which could result in violent incidents and altercations if they lose faith in the police's authority over them. People who are committed to their cause see the police as an impediment or an adversary.
Conclusion
Police play a significant role in the United Kingdom. The culture of this country helps the society establish a good relationship and cooperation with the police. The police service in the modern day must be maintained following the principles of policing by consent. Without the practical application of this concept social harmony will not be ensured. Though the tasks and responsibilities are now different from the origin of police service, the key idea of this service must hold similar for the betterment of the public. The main way of being successful in the aim of police service is by ensuring the cooperation and engagement of the public.  
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