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Introduction/Background/Research Problem: 

The relationship between interest rates and the stock market has been a topic of considerable 
interest among economists, investors, and policymakers. In the United Kingdom, the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy Committee sets the official interest rate, also known as the Bank 
Rate, which plays a significant role in the country's economic landscape (Bank of England, 
2023). Changes in interest rates have the potential to influence stock market performance in 
several ways, and understanding these dynamics is crucial for investors and policymakers alike 
(Hall, 2023). 

 

The financial markets are integral to the economic well-being of any country. The stock market, 
as one of the primary components of the financial market, plays a crucial role in the allocation of 
capital and the overall economic growth of the United Kingdom. Interest rates are a significant 
factor affecting investment decisions, not only for individual investors but also for institutional 
investors and corporations. Understanding the impact of interest rates on the stock market in 
the United Kingdom is of paramount importance, particularly in the context of the ever-changing 
economic landscape and monetary policy decisions. 

 
 

The central research problem addressed in this dissertation is to investigate the impact of 
interest rates on the stock market in the United Kingdom, with a specific focus on how changes 
in interest rates affect stock prices, trading volumes, and investor behavior.  

 

Research Aim: 

 

1. Examine the Relationship between Interest Rates and Stock Prices: The primary aim is 
to investigate how changes in interest rates influence stock prices in the United Kingdom. This 
involves analyzing historical data to identify patterns and correlations between fluctuations in 
interest rates and stock price movements. 

 

2. Analyze the Impact on Trading Volumes: Another key objective is to determine how 
changes in interest rates affect trading volumes in the UK stock market. This could involve 
assessing whether fluctuations in interest rates lead to changes in the level of market activity 
and liquidity. 

 

3. To Analyze the Impact of Global Economic Factors on the UK Stock Market and 
Interest Rates: Explore how international economic factors, such as global interest rate trends 
and economic crises, influence the UK stock market and its sensitivity to interest rates.  
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Objectives: 

 

 Assess the statistical correlation between changes in interest rates (e.g., Bank of 
England base rate) and stock market indices (e.g., FTSE 100) to determine the strength 
and direction of the relationship. 
 

 Analyze the impact of various types of interest rate changes (e.g., increases, decreases, 
or stability) on stock prices and identify any patterns or anomalies. 
 

 Determine whether changes in interest rates correlate with changes in trading volumes 
and liquidity, considering both daily and monthly data. 
 

 Analyze historical trading data to identify changes in investor behavior, such as shifts in 
portfolio allocation, risk appetite, and trading patterns in response to interest rate 
fluctuations. 
 

 To explore how international economic factors, such as global interest rate trends and 
economic crises, influence the UK stock market and its sensitivity to interest rates. 
 

 To study how individual and institutional investors in the UK react to shifts in interest 
rates and identify any behavioral changes, such as adjustments in portfolio composition 
or trading volume. 

 

Research Questions: 

 
1. How changes in interest rates (e.g., Bank of England base rate) influence stock prices in 

the United Kingdom? 
 
 
2. How has the trading volume of the London Stock Exchange changed over time, and 

what factors have contributed to these changes? 
 

 

3. How do the key economic indicators such as inflation rate, unemployment rate, and GDP 
growth in the UK correlate with variations in the relationship between stock prices and 
trading volumes? 

 
 

4. How do the external factors influence the relationship between the trading volumes and 
stock price of the United Kingdom's financial market 
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Preliminary Literature Search: 

 

A preliminary literature search reveals that there is an abundance of research on the 
relationship between interest rates and stock markets worldwide, but there is a noticeable gap in 
the context of the United Kingdom. Most studies focus on the United States and other major 
economies. Research specific to the UK is limited, which makes this study significant. 
Understanding the nuances of the UK's financial markets is essential for investors and 
policymakers in the region. 

 

Interest rates are a major factor in stock market performance since them impact borrowing costs 
and the state of the economy. Market players agree that higher interest rates are associated 
with worse stock market performance (Madanwale, 2023). The relationship between interest 
rates and stock market performance is examined, along with the numerous elements that 
impact it, in this review of the literature. 

 

Several industrialized and emerging nations, including the US, UK, and others, have examined 
the empirical data supporting the link between interest rates and stock market performance. 
One reason for the divergent impact of interest rate changes on stock returns is that 
industrialized nations have more sophisticated capital markets and different monetary policies 
(Assefa, Esqueda, and Mollick, 2016). There is conflicting evidence about the existence and 
nature of the relationship between interest rates and stock markets, with research and literature 
demonstrating both positive and negative relationships in different nations (Lafi Al- Naif, 2017). 

 

The evidence demonstrating the link between interest rates and stock market performance is 
synthesized, and the overall strength and nature of the relationship is determined. Based on 
available data, the correlation between interest rates and stock market performance is intricate 
and contingent on variables, such as the economic status, interest rate levels, and monetary 
policy positions. 

 

The present study employed quantitative research methodology to examine the influence of 
interest rates on stock market performance. This approach enabled the application of statistical 
analysis. The World Bank Development Indicators database served as the main source of data, 
with additional information coming from secondary sources. 

 

Existing literature has suggested that lower interest rates tend to stimulate stock prices, as they 
reduce the cost of capital and make equities more attractive compared to fixed-income 
investments. However, the dynamics of this relationship can vary with factors like market 
conditions, inflation, and investor sentiment. 
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This dissertation aims to contribute to the existing literature by filling the gap in the UK-specific 
context, offering insights into how interest rate changes affect the nation's stock market. 

 

Research Methodology: 

To conduct research on the impact of interest rates on the stock market in the United Kingdom, 
the following research methodology can be used: 

1. Research Design: The research design will be a quantitative study that aims to 
establish a relationship between interest rates and the stock market in the United 
Kingdom. The study will use secondary data from various sources, including academic 
journals, government publications, and financial reports. 

 
2. Data Collection: The data collection process will involve gathering secondary data from 

various sources. The data will include historical interest rates and stock market data for 
the United Kingdom. The data will be collected from reliable sources such as the Bank of 
England, the London Stock Exchange, and academic journals. 

 
3. Data Analysis: The data analysis process will involve using statistical methods to 

analyze the relationship between interest rates and the stock market in the United 
Kingdom. The study will use regression analysis to establish the relationship between 
interest rates and stock market returns. The analysis will also involve comparing the 
performance of the stock market during periods of high and low interest rates. 

 
4. Ethical Considerations: The study will adhere to ethical considerations such as 

confidentiality, anonymity, and informed consent. The study will only use secondary 
data, and no personal information will be collected from individuals. 

 
5. Limitations: The study's limitations will include the use of secondary data, which may 

not be entirely accurate or up to date. The study will also be limited to the United 
Kingdom's stock market and may not be generalizable to other countries. 

 
In conclusion, a quantitative research design that uses secondary data from various sources will 
be used to establish the relationship between interest rates and the stock market in the United 
Kingdom. The study will use regression analysis to analyze the data and will adhere to ethical 
considerations such as confidentiality and informed consent. The study's limitations will include 
the use of secondary data and the study's focus on the United Kingdom's stock market. 
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