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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

This piece of work pertains to children’s services. First, I will discuss the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) [Hereafter SSWWA], The Children Act (1989) [Hereafter CA], and other pieces of legislation and policy, including The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) [Hereafter UNCRC]. I will then discuss some of the differences between safeguarding in adults and children’s safeguarding. Including the duty to report safeguarding concerns, the paramountcy principle, mental capacity, and Fraser guidelines. 

SSWWA 2014 is the overarching legislation in Wales. Part 7 of this legislation is concerned with safeguarding (SSWWA 2014). This act pertains to both children and adults. According to SSWWA the definition of a child is a person who is under the age of 18. Section 130 of the Act defines a ‘child at risk’ as a child who is experiencing, or is felt to be at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm. These children must have care and support needs, whether the local authority is providing them or not (SSWWA 2014). Once a child has been reported under section 130 of SSWWA the guidance states that local authorities must consider safeguarding investigations under section 47 [Hereafter S47} of the CA (Welsh Government, 2018). These S47 investigations establish whether a child is safe and well cared for and determine what actions need to be taken next - if appropriate. The CA was updated in 2004 and pertains to both Wales and England (Family Lives, 2021).
Assessments undertaken while S47 investigations take place must be completed within 42 working days. A care, support, and protection plan under Section 4 of SSWWA should be used for children deemed to be at risk (Welsh Government, 2018). Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) state that S47 investigations end when an informed decision is made. If there are concerns of the child being at risk of further harm, there will be an initial child protection conference held. This brings together all the people involved in the child’s care to make decisions about their safety, development, and wellbeing. This should take place within 15 working days of the strategy meeting. If the child is still deemed to be at risk, then a care support and protection plan should be made, and depending on the decision of the conference, the child’s name may be placed on the child protection register. If a child is placed on the register, then they will be allocated a social worker who will have responsibility for the case. The social worker must work with the child, the parents, and other professionals to co-ordinate and develop a plan which is reviewed and revised until either things improve, or it is felt that improvements have not been made and the process of Public Law Outline begins. 
Other legislation that reaches worldwide includes the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This treaty was developed in 1989 to ensure that children worldwide have rights. These rights include the right to be alive (Article 6) and the right to give their opinions freely (Article 12) (United Nations, 1989). In 2004 Welsh government adopted the UNCRC as the basis for all policy making relating to children and young people (Welsh Government, 2022). (537)







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

When safeguarding children there is a statutory duty to report safeguarding concerns to the appropriate local authority. There is a duty to report adults too, and local authorities must investigate and decide what appropriate action must be taken (SSWWA 2014). According to Safeguarding Procedures Wales, there is a duty to report any concerns to social services. They along with the police - have statutory powers to investigate concerns. The procedures for children and young people state “This is not a matter of choice” (Social Care Wales, 2019). 
According to the CA (1989) when courts are considering any question regarding a child’s welfare, then the paramountcy principle should be applied (CA 1989). The paramountcy principle is also relevant to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019. These state that as far as is reasonably practicable, the child’s views, wishes and feelings should be taken in to account, but that their best interests should always be paramount (Social Care Wales, 2019). This means that consent from the child or the child’s parents would be secondary to the child’s welfare. This is not the same in adult services, where consent must be sought. 
Anyone up to the age of 18 is classed as a child according both SSWWA and the CA.  However, the age at which a child can lawfully engage in sex is 16. The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children [Hereafter NSPCC] state that Fraser guidelines are used to ascertain whether a child can receive advice about contraception without the consent of their parents. Gillick competency is also used in a wider context to ascertain if young people can make decisions about their life in the same way that adults do under The Mental Capacity Act 2005 [Hereafter MCA] (NSPCC, 2024). The MCA applies to those who are aged 16 and over. According to the principles of the MCA adults are allowed to make unwise choices (MCA 2005) this is to protect their rights under the Human Rights Act 1998.  Children are not allowed the same freedoms. Their welfare is Paramount. 
We have discussed the relevant legislation, policy and procedure pertaining to children’s safeguarding. This included SSWWA, CA, Wales Safeguarding Procedures, and the UNCRC which was adopted as the basis for all legislation pertaining to children in Wales in 2004. We then discussed the differences between adult and children’s safeguarding where we explored the statutory duty to report, the paramountcy principle, consent, the MCA and finally, Fraser guidelines and Gillick competence.  (411)
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