Programme Notes
Track 1: Sarah Passmore – God As A Woman


1st Thoughts Of Unmixed Tracks:
· Muddy Low End
· Folky Indie Style (Style Reminiscent Of Hiatus Kaiyote)
· DI Guitar Gives Very Dry, Thin Sound
· Guitar Melody Follows Vocal Melody Sometimes (Needs To Be Emphasised)


Artist Research:

Sarah Passmore has a very folk oriented style which ranges from some more bluesy songs, to some more gentle, almost jazzy pieces. I think a good example of her more jazzy/R&B preferences is her cover (Sessions, 2015) of Amy Winehouse’s Back To Black (Winehouse, 2006); she takes influence from Stevie Wonder when it comes to her more laid back styles. Whereas her blues influence comes from John Mayer.

However, even though she is strongly influenced by John Mayer and she frequently covers his songs, I think her sound is more jazz and R&B oriented. Her sound reminds me of Hiatus Kaiyote, with a harmonic and rhythmic base but the focus being on vocals, this is why I have chosen to base my mix on Nakamarra (Buddha, 2013).


Process:

I started with the guitar as it was the most lifeless part, as it is a DI guitar I needed to beef it up a lot, I did this by adding more low end, compressing it and adding a decent amount of reverb.

I then went through with automated gain and lowered some sections as she plays very percussively which comes through very loud when using DI.

I compressed the bass quite heavily and added more low mid gain to make it heavier to recreate the same fat low end in Nakamarra (Buddha, 2013).

For the percussion I wanted to mimic Breathing Underwater by Hiatus Kaiyote as they had a lot of rhythmic drive without making the low end too muddy.

Finally, I wanted to accentuate the points where the melody of the vocals and guitar match up (this happens at bars: 12-14, 20-22, 53-55, and 100-102), I did this with automated gain.
Track 2: DJ Beattrix – Maintain The Funk


1st Thoughts Of Unmixed Track:
· Drums Wash Out Everything
· Sounds Similar To Nas – NY State Of Mind (Premier, 1994)
· Very Weak Bass
· Guitar & Keys Very Quiet

Artist Research:

DJ Beattrix mainly has a 90s Hip-Hop style which ranges from a more light hearted sound like Will Smith, to a much more raw sound similar to Nas. This seems to mainly depend on what rapper he has on the track, for example on his track Can’t Do It, he has a much more overly-produced sound and a laid back rap over it, very similar to Afroman. Whereas his track Give It Some is a lot more raw and gives off more of an East Coast 90s sound like Mobb Deep.

However, on this track it’s got a mix of the 2, there’s a hard beat which sounds like Nas, contrasted against a more chill set of vocals. This mixture really makes me think of Lords Of The Underground. That’s why I’m going to use their track Chief Rocka (K-Def, 1993) as a reference for my mix.

Process:

I started with the drums as they are the cornerstone of a Hip-Hop beat, I wanted to make them impactful so I boosted the lows a lot and put a fair amount of compression on them, to help with making the drums sound fatter I used parallel compression.

The bass doesn’t have a lot of high end as it’s a sub bass so I focused on making it fit below the drums as I didn’t want to add any mid frequencies as there were no bass plucks to add.

When mixing the keys, guitar and samples I wanted the samples to be prominent as in Boom Bap the samples are the most important part, and any other instrumentation is just supporting. To achieve this I made sure the layers were clearly separated, so that I could have the guitars and keys lower in the mix without them being lost.

I equalised the vocals so that they were quite restricted in terms of frequency range so they would cut through the mix with a lot of impact, to further this I used quite a bit of compression.

Finally, I didn’t use too much panning as this style lends itself to being fairly mono.
Track 3: State Of Decay – Free Mind


1st Thoughts Of Unmixed Tracks:
· Way Too Much Gain, Lots Of Clipping
· Very Thrashy Sound, Reminiscent Of Slayer
· No Clear Track Separation
· Rhythm Of Guitar Lost Due To Muddy Low End

Artist Research:

State Of Decay mainly have a thrash style which can lean from a very metal sound, to a much more punk type style. Their more punk oriented songs sound a lot like Rise Above and sometimes even like Suicidal Tendencies, whereas their more metal tracks take a lot of inspiration from the big 4 in thrash metal; Metallica, Slayer, Megadeth & Anthrax. For example, the song Reap What You Sow (Decay, 2007) sounds exactly like Exodus.

However, Free Mind has a mix of the thrash metal sound with punky vocals, which is why I’m going to base my mix on Payback – Slayer (King, 2001) as they mix heavy guitars with more punk style vocals.

Process:

I focused on getting very boomy drums as they’re crucial to a metal mix, so I added a lot of low end and compression, to increase this further I used parallel compression. For the hi-hats and the cymbals I had to send the overhead mics through a send bus and EQ out the low end as they didn’t mic the cymbals or hi-hats.

Mixing the guitars I cut the mid range as this gives the wide metal sound, to further this I panned quite hard left and right on the respective guitars to create a big wall of sound.

I made the bass quite mid heavy as in thrash metal they tend to have fairly jangly sounding bass, with very clear attack.

I didn’t EQ the vocals very much to keep with a raw punk sound, however, I did pan Mart left & AJ Right to give the vocals some separation.

Finally, I used quite a bit of gain automation on the vocals to cover up some mistakes. In bars 11-12 Mart comes in early which I cut completely, AJ cuts off the ends of some of Mart’s lines at bars 16, 19, 38, 41, 44, and 47 which I fixed using gain automation and fading.
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