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Many studies have shown that childcare can greatly benefit children however, in order to so the childcare they receive needs to be of a high quality. In order to establish the quality of childcare parents and practitioners rely on inspection reports, qualifications gained by the setting and the level on bonds that the childcare setting has with its parents, children and also outside agencies. With all this in place it allows for children to create strong bonds with a setting or induvial practitioners which are able to meet the needs of a specific child. (PACEY, 2022). 
Cottle and Alexander 2012 agrees with this and understands that the concept of quality is that of a broad term and a definite definition of quality is hard to come by or assess. This is because of the stakeholders involved may all have different views on what quality childcare actually shows itself as. The stakeholders could be the children themselves, their parents, practitioners and leaders within early years childcare.  
Many practitioners believe that their relationship and partnership that they hold with parents is crucial to obtaining quality within their setting. Without positive relationships with parents’ practitioners felt that they would have different values and common purposes and therefor would not be able to deliver quality childcare as the understanding on both parts would not be met. This takes time as well as high standards of professional development to be able to obtain these strong connections and partnerships, by understanding how children need to be cared for and also how to best support their learning (Cottle and Alexander, 2014, p.654). To obtain these positive relationships practitioners often referred to having an ‘open door’ policy. This meaning that parents felt that if the needed to they could come in at anytime to communicate with the setting and allowing them to feel that they hold a relationship with the setting rather than the setting just providing a service to them. Settings also aim to provide parents or carers with as much information as possible to ensure that they feel they are apart of the setting and their child’s care and learning. This is done in many ways both formal and informal by providing day to day information sheets of what their children have done that day both paper and digitally in some cases as well as providing annual written reports. (Cottle and Alexander, 2014, p. 649-650). 
Ho, Campbell-Barr and Leeson 2010 suggest that many countries are aiming to achieve high quality childcare and education within their education reforms by looking at many different countries. This statement is justified by Donaldson 2015 who states: 
Wales has arrived at its current curriculum and assessment arrangements through a series of reviews following the Education Reform Act 1988 (ERA) introduced by the then Government in Westminster. The ERA introduced the basic curriculum (which at the time consisted of the national curriculum and religious education (RE)) and focused on providing a legislative framework designed to ensure the quality of teaching and learning and consistency of opportunity and standards.
(Donaldson, 2015, p. 35)
Flying start (No date) believe that at the core of their ethos is that of good quality childcare. They believe that with good quality childcare that they are able to provide a solid foundation for children to access their learning and education. Their main focus helps to provide children in disadvantaged areas with good quality care and learning. They understand that each child that enters their care is an individual who require different experiences however, what remains is the need for a high quality of care. This agrees with the UNCRC 2022 article 28 which states that every child has a right to free education regardless of if they come from a disadvantaged area or not. 
Estyn 2018’s purpose is to inspect the quality and standards of childcare settings in Wales. Through Estyn’s inspection process it enables settings to understand what areas they are providing quality provision in and through the inspection and feedback process Estyn will present the setting with a report of their findings. Through this report settings will be able to identify key areas of which they need to develop in order to reach an area of quality provision. 
In order to be able to define the quality of a setting, a quality assurance tool can be used. Quality assurance tools enable childcare settings with opportunities to gain recognition of the quality provision they can offer. Quality assurance tools are used by settings in order to prove that their setting is of the highest quality, showing that they go above and beyond the national minimum standards provide the highest quality of experiences, care, play and education. The tool helps childcare settings to be able to evaluate and reflect on their current provision and provides them with information on how they can make their provision even better. (Childcare Partnerships, 2022). 
The European Commission States:
Since 2010, government policy has favoured increasing institutional autonomy. Institutional self-evaluation is both an important part of the quality improvement process and a key input to external evaluation. External inspection also plays an important role, as does the publication of performance data and other information on individual institutions and on wider aspects of the education system. Self-evaluation, school inspection and school improvement all rely heavily on the analysis of data. However, in January 2019, Ofsted, the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills published a draft new Education Inspection Framework which has a greater focus on the ‘substance of education’. It intends to rebalance inspection by looking more closely at what is taught and how, with data on test and exam outcomes looked at in that context, rather than in isolation. 
(European Commission, 2022)
In Wales Early Years Wales 2022 has developed a quality assurance tool called Quality for All. Quality for All is a Wales childcare quality assurance scheme. The scheme aims to highlight high quality provision which are above what is expected from the minimum standards. It allows childcare settings to be able to show others that they have been recognised for all the time and hard work that they have invested and the high levels of provision that the setting and their staff can provide to children’s care and learning. 
Quality for All is designed so that it meets the Welsh Governments proposed framework for their expectation of what is expected of quality childcare in Wales. The scheme has been created which allows settings to be able to consistently ensure and demonstrate quality. The scheme is appropriate for all childcare categories regardless of the children’s ages and the amount of time they spend there. (Small Talk, No date). Quality for all links with the requirements set out by Car inspectorate Wales as well as the demands made by other regulators and local authorities. (Quality for All, No date). 
To work with Quality for All settings must subscribe with the scheme at a cost. The setting must purchase the pack and then read all the available guidance to gain a full understanding of what is expected of them as a setting. Once this is done there is an extensive evaluation form in which a setting must fill out highlighting all of their current practices and provision. Once this is done, if the settings provision does not meet the requirements of Quality for All they will work with the setting to help them obtain what is needed. The setting will have to then go through an assessment process to ensure that the information they have provided is actually implemented within the setting. Once all this has been done and there is clear evidence of high-quality standards the setting will be accredited and will be provided with a certificate. This certificate can be used to display within the setting but also used to promote that the setting has high qualities of childcare and learning. The Quality for all Scheme allows settings to work with them on a annual basis to ensure that the high qualities identified in the accreditation are maintained and standards do not slip. This also allows for settings to develop new provision in line with the changing standards. The process as a whole allows the setting and practitioners the opportunity to reflect on their current practices and to improve on them if needed. (Quality for All, No date). 
The Baby Effective Early Learning Programme is another quality assurance scheme which aims to improve quality in childhood settings for children from birth to three years old. The scheme is a tool which allows for a setting and practitioners to go through rigorous self-evaluation and evidence gathering. The scheme has been developed by Bertram and Pascal 2006 as well as the team at the Centre for research in Early Childhood. It is also based on the legal requirements based in the Children’s Act 2004 and 2006. Both the Children’s Act’s highlights the importance of childcare settings developing high quality education for the children in their care. The programme enables practitioners and settings to challenge their current practice in order to develop it further in order to provide children with the best childcare and learning which is proven to contribute to later outcomes of the children’s learning and experiences. 
The baby Effective Early Learning Programme understands that the need to obtain high quality childcare is that of the political and social views to keep up with current times. Government guidance and standards stress the importance of childcare settings seeking the need to ensure that the service they provide is that of a high standard as well as continuing to improve with forever changing legislation and guidance. The programme has been carefully created to be able to support practitioners and settings to be able to understand the evaluation and reflection process and to understand how they can develop further to reach this level of quality. 
Bertram and Pascal 2006 states that The baby Effecting Early Learning Programme:
Offers a rigorous, accessible and manageable quality improvement and assurance scheme in which ECEC settings are encouraged to participate. It is a scheme which not only puts in place quality criteria, with agreed minimum standards of performance for all settings, but also over time, has the capacity to develop in ECEC staff and leaders the competence to carry out systematic self-evaluation which leads to planned and continuous quality improvement. BEEL was endorsed by the Secure Start unit as an ‘Investors in Children’ Scheme in 2003.
(Bertram and Pascal, 2006)
To obtain the high-quality achievement a large portfolio of evidence has to be submitted which is recognised with local authorities, the current curriculum and inspection quality and assurance requirements. The programme allows practitioners and settings to see a clear targeted strategy for change which allows practitioners and settings to build on the provision they already have in place. 

Both the Quality for All scheme and The Baby Effective Early Learning Programme have clear aims. Their aims are both to ensure that settings and practitioners within childcare and learning develop their current practices and provision to create a high-quality effective practice. Both Schemes show understanding of how the childcare settings should already be working to the national minimum standards but also how settings need to build on these to go above and beyond to create a provision which is of higher quality. Both schemes understand the need for childcare settings to reach a level of quality in order to allow children effective care and learning opportunities which will help them reach further outcomes later on in their life. However, the BEEL has more emphasis on improving the quality of childcare to advantage the disadvantaged. Highlighting how the poverty line is increasing and therefor more needs to be done to support these children to give them the same opportunities as the more advantaged and for them to have the same quality childcare in order for them to reach similar outcomes and developmental stages. 
Both the Quality assurance tools provide settings and practitioners with the knowledge that they will help them to develop their current practices. Both are done in a way of submitting evidence or a portfolio of current practices to be reviewed. However, the Quality for All scheme seems to provide more information on how they will help the settings achieve this quality where as the BEEL provides information on how they can help the setting to develop their own evaluation and reflection strategy but not much on how the settings can move forward. 
There seems to be a lot more information on the quality for all scheme which sets out in detail what practitioners and settings need to do to gain the quality understanding and state that the setting will be accredited once this has been achieved however, there is no mention of accreditation with the BEEL and emphasises more on how settings can understand how they need to improve the quality of their provision. With the Quality for All offering this accreditation it can be more appealing to PR actioners and settings as they can use this to advertise that their setting is of a high standard with an achievement and certificate to prove this as well as the offer to be worked with over a period of time to maintain this level of quality. 
Furthermore, both quality assurance tools have quality at the core of their aim and understanding that it is crucial that children get this in order to set a solid foundation for their care and learning. Leana, Applebaum and Shevchuk, 2009 agrees with this and describes quality within childcare settings fundamental for children and also their families as times are changing and families are either having to spend more time in work and less with their children or families are from more disadvantaged areas. 
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