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And so Gavius is brought at once to the magistrate of Messana, and the very same day Verres came to by chance to Messana.  The matter is referred to him, whether the one who was complaining of having been in the stone-quarries in Syracuse was a Roman citizen; who having boarded the ship had been too horribly threatened by Verres and dragged away by his men and kept in custody … Verres, who performs (professes?) friendships to people and praises his own good will and care towards them, came himself into the forum, afire with with villainy and rage; his eyes were blazing and cruelty was projecting from his whole mouth … suddenly he ordered the man to be dragged forward and in the middle of the forum to be stripped naked, bound, and prepared for a flogging.  That wretch was crying out that he was a Roman citizen and a citizen of Consa; that he had served in the army with Lucius Raecius, a distinguished member of the equestrian order, who used to do business in Palermo, from whom Verres could know these things (verify these matters).  Then Verres found (made out?) that Gavius had been sent to Sicily by the leaders of deserters … and then ordered the man to be flogged most severely from all sides.  A Roman citizen was being flogged with rods in the middle of the forum at Messana, judges, while in the meantime (and while this was going on) no groan, no cry was to be heard from this wretch amid the pain and the noise of the blows, except these: ‘I am a Roman citizen.’  He thought (was thinking) that this mention of his citizenship would turn away all the blows and torture from his body;  not only did he fail to achieve the turning away of the rods by his prayers, but also while he all the more (more often) implored and used the name of citizen, a cross – a cross, I say! – was being prepared for this unfortunate and miserable man, who had never seen such a curse. 
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