Compare and evaluate three theorists linking to practise, policy and the academic literature.

This essay will compare and evaluate the view of 3 theorists who look at cognitive development. It will examine their approaches to learning as well as looking at similarities and differences between each one. “Cognitive or intellectual development is the development of the mind- the part of the brain that is used for recognising, reasoning, knowing and understanding” (Meggit, 2006, p.2).  Jean Piaget was a swiss psychologist who is famously known for his theory of cognitive development. Jerome Bruner was a psychologist whose first study was conducted with rats, He went on to make meaningful contributions to cognitive learning theory. The last theory was written by Lev Vygotsky a Russian psychologist who was best known for his sociocultural theory.
According to McLeod (2018) Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development disagreed with the suggestion that intelligence is fixed and thought of cognitive development as a process. Piaget believed that this process occurred from interaction with the environment and biological maturation. His theory explains how a child creates a mental model of the world. He did not want to measure how well children could spell or count, but he was interested in the way in which the skills emerged. Ghazi, (2014) states that Piaget did not clearly relate his theory to education, although researchers later explained how it can be related to teaching and learning. Piaget’s theory is concerned with children rather than all learners. It does not address learning of information or behaviours; it focuses on development. The theory proposes discrete stages of development and Piaget believed that children are not able to move to the next stage until the current stage is mastered. Piaget was interested in intellectual development. Pound (2008) states that Piaget sees the child as constantly constructing reality. By integrating simple concepts into more complex ones. At each stage of development, the child achieves increased understanding. He believed that a child needed to be at a certain stage in development to be able to learn new concepts and argued that there was a natural sequence for development of thought. These are identified in Piaget’s four stages of development. Jerome Bruner and Lev Vygotsky who also made contributions to cognitive learning theory do not talk about stages at all, but they see development as a continuous process.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bruner’s theory focuses on the importance of culture in learning. He believes that the route to understanding people’s intentional behaviour is cultural psychology. According to Pound (2008) He developed a model which identifies three stages, the enactive mode, the iconic mode and the symbolic mode. The model was developed for understanding the way which children represent experiences and then turn them into knowledge. Unlike Piaget Bruner discusses negotiation and conflict between stages and the chosen mode would depend on the individual’s level of experiences. McLeod (2019) suggests that Bruner’s work indicates that from a young age a child can learn any material if the instruction is organised appropriately. This is a sharp contrast to the beliefs of other stage theorists. “The purpose of education is not to impart knowledge, but instead to facilitate a child’s thinking and problem-solving skills which can then be transferred to a range of situations. Education should also develop symbolic thinking in children” (McLeod, 2019). This links into the current change in the national curriculum which includes an element of child led learning, therefore allowing them to have a say in what they are learning. The new curriculum will “enable [children] to be successful learners, who play an active part in their community and wider society, and who are prepared to thrive in an increasingly complex world” (Education Wales, 2019, p.3). This includes tasks which would bring all areas of learning together for children to experience a range of skills that they are able to apply to all areas of life. Vygotsky has also had an influence on the development of current educational theories.
Vygotsky’s theory has a sociocultural perspective which means that the theory emphasises the importance of society and culture for promoting cognitive development. He believed that interaction influences the cognitive development of a child. He stressed the importance of the engagement of adults with children. His theory compromises of 6 basic assumptions. Pound (2008) states that Vygotsky highlighted the role that language plays in the development of abstract thought. He believed that children’s language began due to social experiences because of the interaction between the child and others. He believed that it was crucial for children to have experience of talking with adults about familiar everyday experiences because it builds not only their knowledge of language but that they are also exposed to ways of thinking and interpreting own experiences. Talking allows us to develop communication and it is vital during our working day that we provide numerous opportunities for interactions between ourselves and the children we work with. We do this without thinking. (quote on learning to back up why we do this). “Play and exploration with others offer meaningful context for children to develop their language and literacy” (Cremin and Arthur, 2014, p. 136). Working in education means that we play a huge part in children’s development. The school which I work in has adopted the THRIVE approach. THRIVE provides adults with training so they have the tools, insights and skills needed to help children. The idea is that when using these tools adults can help children to catch up on any interruptions or gaps, they may have as a result of adverse challenges in childhood (ACEs). The impact of the approach is for “children [to] feel safe, confident and ready to learn” (The THRIVE Approach, no date). We have adopted the THRIVE approach in school for lots of reasons but most importantly to allow children time to chat to both peers and adults. We start the day by having a class breakfast where we discuss what we did last night or how our morning has been. We also talk about how we are feeling and staff model that its ok if we have had a bad morning but encourage pupils to talk and get it off their chest. During this process children are learning from their peers as well as the adults in the classroom. Our class breakfast has been a beneficial learning experience for all our pupils. 
[bookmark: _Hlk21343080] “Piaget, Bruner and Vygotsky all emphasised cognitive development as being closely linked to the brain’s construction of knowledge within a social context” (Meggit, 2006, p.156). Meggit (2006). Piaget focussed on the experience’s children gain from their interaction with peers as it provides numerous opportunities for the child to develop cognitively. He believed that unalike interactions with adults’ children are equal to their peers and therefore during peer interaction they are challenged in their thinking. Bruner emphasized the importance of social interaction because children can interpret others by experiences they endure. Vygotsky highlighted the importance of a child having an experienced partner which allows them to accomplish more complex tasks, which then leads to them having the ability to complete the more complex tasks alone. 
Meggit (2006) discusses How Bruner’s 3 stage of development are flexible and not necessarily age dependent. This is where Piaget’s theory differs as he believed that children move through the stages only when they have mastered the previous stages at certain ages. Mcleod (2018) compared all three theories and concluded that although all the theories discussed focus on cognitive development, there are several differences in the way each theorist thinks. According to McLeod (2018) Vygotsky and Bruner place an emphasis on the affect in which culture has on cognitive development and both conclude that cognitive development differs across cultures, whereas Piaget believed that cognitive development was generic across cultures. Taylor (2016) states that according to Piaget cognition involves rational thinking and logical reasoning. Piaget, particularly focused on understanding the structure of an individual’s beliefs and not the content. The focus Bruner and Vygotsky put on the experienced adult’s role differs from the emphasis Piaget puts on the role of peer interaction. Both peer and adult interactions are crucial to every child’s development. We all learn from the people around us. I like to believe that I am a little bit of everyone I have ever worked with because I have taken a piece of how they work from my experiences. Along side learning from colleagues as an adult I also learn everyday from the children I work with and they have moulded me into the Teaching Assistant I am today. I believe that during our childhood we are faced with a different experience when we are in social situations with adults and peers. We learn from adults but are provided with more freedom to make choices with peers. We are ale to learn something from both experiences. Does this provide evidence that we learn from both peers and adults? We just develop different skills from each experience. 
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