Visual Enquiry I Research Report 
The Lighthouse, Porthcawl 
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At the end of Porthcawl pier stands a white lighthouse at the end of breakwater. Built in 1860 the lighthouse was constructed from iron with a height of 30ft. Porthcawl lighthouse was also the last coal and gas powered lighthouse in the UK, currently used as a navigational aid. The lighthouse is located in the town of Porthcawl which is known for its seaside connections. The lighthouse is one of the many lighthouses that have become famous for being “wave washed” hence its appearance seeming battered and rusty. Despite its unappealing and old fashioned appearance its marks and imperfections hold a lot of history and significant meanings. The lighthouse served as a navigational aid from 1860 to sailors during the night. It was constructed to withstand powerful storms and turbulent ocean waters symbolizing strength, safety, individuality and hope. I chose the lighthouse because I feel that it holds a great sense of significance and is a popular spot for many photographers in the small town of Porthcawl. The site was also very easy to travel to in the circumstances of covid 19 restrictions, being only 20 minutes walking distance from my home. 
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Satellite View of Porthcawl Lighthouse 
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                     Google Maps view and coordinates of Porthcawl Lighthouse

My interpretation of the lighthouse is a beacon of light. They represent hope and a safe haven when a ship first sees its shining light across the ocean. The idea of a single white light across a dark landscape prompted me to draw connections and start visualizing images focussing on this concept. In some of my images, I have used elements like the sun which acted as a metaphor for the light of a lighthouse, which were edited into black and white. I also used techniques such as long exposures to capture bright white lights in the dark which would represent the interpretation of sailors travelling across the sea and spotting a beacon of light in the distance.

To gather inspiration for the content of the images I would create I looked to artists who channelled the style of singular shapes and black and white contrast such as the work of Barnett Newman. 
Barnett Newman 

Barnett Newman was an American artist who created abstract art using monumental scale. The majority of his work included a particular style using vertical bands or ‘zips’ separating areas of colour on a canvas. In his ‘Stations of the Cross’ series he divided raw canvas vertically at intervals by black or white bands of various widths.  I took this particular simplistic style of white lines in between a black setting and created images using singular white lights in a night sky converted into black and white. 
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Canto III
                                                                  Canto IV
Yael Eban
Lots of the content of my work has been influenced by the work of photographer Yael Eban who created a picture book entitled ‘False Lighthouse’. The images focus on a nautical legend about a false coastal light, luring ships onto rocky shores. Wreckers would deliberately decoy ships onto coasts using false lights resulting in them crashing ashore. The images present nautical themes and poetic connotations as well as the continuous use of black landscapes and soft white lights. Some of Eban’s conceptual techniques have also inspired the development of my work for example using the image of a sun as a metaphor of the circular light of the lighthouse. 
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Dan Flavin, site specific installation 
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Minimalist Dan Flavin created a site specific installation at Richmond Hall which consisted of fluorescent light tubes on each side of the space. At night the piece illuminated the neighbourhood due to its blaring lights. Flavin used the light from the tubes as a sculptural medium which although appeared simple, created elements of great beauty. Flavin’s other installations included a continuous style of using light as the key factor of his art. I took inspiration from Flavin’s light based installations, such as using straight lines of blaringly bright lights and decided to make images which channelled the concept of light illuminating the dark, for example the lighthouse lighting the way across the sea in the distance. 
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