The Death of Cleon
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cleon was the Athenian General after the death of his predecessor Pericles. It is worth noting that Cleon was one of the opponents to Pericles. Cleon would later die in the battle of Amphipolis in 422 BCE along with his Spartan opposite Brasidas. The death of Cleon would come to be a large factor that the increasing popularity in the peace party of Nicias. This would later lead to the peace treaty signed by Athens and Sparta that would be a non-aggression defensive alliance between Athens and Sparta for fifty years. However, this peace would not last.[footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] The death of Cleon came at Amphipolis which would also be his final campaign in the Peloponnesian War. Cleon would be awaiting reinforcements in Amphipolis When the Spartans would attack them in the battle it is thought that Cleon could take the city without any reinforcements however the only obstacle to this was that the Athenians had no ladders to take the cities walls. Cleon would engage in combat with the Spartan forces while still awaiting his reinforcements and in the resulting battle Cleon would lose his life marking the defeat of Athens in Amphipolis.[footnoteRef:3] Cleon would be wrote about later by Thucydides. In Thucydides writing Cleon is portrayed as an incompetent coward who would cause the loss at Amphipolis by not expecting battle so soon and taking to small of a force to take Amphipolis.[footnoteRef:4] The death of Cleon marks a major point in the Peloponnesian War and also shows some of the failures of Athens in the war a whole.  [1:  History of Greece from the Beginnings to the Byzantine Era – Hermann Bengtson, pg 143]  [2:  The Peace of Nicias – Ronald P. Legon, Introduction]  [3:  Cleon Awaits Reinforcements? - M. H. B. Marshall]  [4:  Cleon Awaits Reinforcements? - M. H. B. Marshall] 
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