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The two things that stood out for me today were daft really. The first was that despite roughly knowing when the novel emerged, and its difference of form (following the development of an individual in both their interior and exterior world, for example) it hadn’t occurred to me that it was almost an unavoidable response to its century, and its century’s response to the preceding one. I had expected the content of each novel to be such a response, but hadn’t considered it in the form itself. Presumably there would have been no voice to express such an extraordinary time without it, and the development of that time would have stalled. Yet the lecture made it seem even more remarkable that both the era and the novel happened. You vaguely understand it until you really try and picture it: change doesn’t come from nowhere and it slowly inches forward, but what is changing has to survive long enough to evolve – so there still must also be a massive, profound leap at some point, and where that comes from always seems somewhat inexplicable.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My second thing ties in to this mix of sequential progress and what feels like a sudden leap – Jeni mentioned that the advent of the novel inspired silent reading, I knew people read out loud, assuming a lack of literacy and books (before mass printing), and the desire to control content, would lead the head of the household to read to the family and servants, and that before mass-reading church, theatre and other public performances presumably provided instruction and story, but hadn’t associated that to reading being connected to speech – of course it would be, since that is what those symbols replace. Again, the interiority of the novel seems aided by an interior reading, one mind to another, and the speed it could be read at must also have swelled the consumption of the novel as product, increasing it as commodity? I suppose once silent reading started, it and the novel supported each other and quickly snowballed, but again it occurring to people en masse to change methods of reading is fascinating.
