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Charter Tourists and Berry’s Model of Acculturation (2006): How do they match up?
Abstract
This will have a look at and examine how charter tourists interact with the cultures of the countries they visit by using Berry’s model of acculturation to analyse the way in which they conform or don’t and indeed, if Berry’s Model accurately describes the relationship between charter tourists and the host culture.
Research Context and Significance
Charter tourists are tourists who travel in waves, such as for sports or events, or just for holiday. According the book ‘The Psychology of culture shock’ (Ward, Bochner and Furnham, 2001), the charter tourists are the type that travel en masse, and where they travel to is usually a heavy area for tourism and where they can expect to have similar amenities as if they were at home. This leads to these locations having people who aren’t locals living there, and as such the only communication with the hosts are predominantly during services such as waiters, barmen or taxi drivers with many others. This suggests that the actual number of tourists who have an intercultural contact is very limited in these situations. This implies regular visitation of these locations by a large amount of people from the same location, this can be compared to places such as Mallorca in Spain, which every summer gets a huge influx of British charter tourists. Charter tourists are those that when they travel, require similar amenities as that of being home and therefore it can be seen that the point of travelling has very little meaning to it. Living in an age in which globalisation as a power is increasing it is valuable to understand how charter tourists interact with their host culture through the lens of pre-existing literature (Berry and others) and how this helps us understand the adaptation from one culture to another. It is also valuable to understand what drives people to be a charter tourist, could it be the cheaper prices, or maybe it is the comfort of going with their own countrymen? These are important to understand why those that travel do in such ways, and by these possibly selfish tourists, does this negatively impact the host country? These questions will be attempted to be answered through this research.
Research Questions
Through my research questions, I am looking to provide answers and to do this I will have central aims in which I believe will guide the questions. These aims are as follows:
· Are the experiences of charter tourists comparable to Berry’s model of acculturation?
· To produce clear questions that do not lend themselves to a particular outcome.
· To successfully gather information.
· To gather minor qualitative information on charter tourists and their interaction or lack thereof of visited cultures.
Main Questions
How do charter tourists adapt to their host cultures in the lens of Berry’s model of acculturation?
Secondary Questions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is Berry’s model of acculturation (2006) an accurate formula for this subset of global mobile people?

An example of how a question used to gather data goes as follows:
In the previous question you agreed with the statement “I retained my home culture”, would you agree with the statement “I felt a sense of separation from my host culture”?
Yes 
No
Other

This is an example of a question I might use. I have attempted to prevent the use of leading language such as saying “wouldn’t you agree” which I think carries a notion of expectation. At each level the questions will address an aspect or understanding of Berry’s Model of Acculturation.
Research Methods
I will be doing this through use of an online survey with a vigorous subset of questions. As charter tend to travel in waves and are done with package deals, our survey will focus on a retiring age. To be safe the age limit will be set at 50 as the youngest and 85 as the eldest. This will be due to the average age of retirement in the UK is currently at 65 (Lovemoney.com, 2020). We are not including Adults under the age of 50 as they may have children which could restrict them due to the academic calendar, the average age of a mother is 30 and for the father the average age is 33 (Ghosh, 2019). This is because the retiree will in theory not have a job which would hold them geographically and might in theory have savings or a pension which could fund being a charter tourist. This restriction would in theory aid the quality of results.
As this is an online survey, participants are afforded anonymity. This may mean that they do not feel pressure to give false answers in order to be perceived in a certain way, to maintain or uphold identities they feel they have. Additionally, they may feel more comfortable answering certain areas of the proposed questionnaire. Due to the nature of this topic, it is highly likely that there will be questions covering the theme or notion that a charter tourist may willingly and knowingly go to and seek out another country on a temporary basis but have no intention on interacting with local people, culture and customs. While this may be a common it can be seen as a behaviour linked to notions or feelings of cultural superiority or supremacy. As there is no face to face interview, and the website used to collect the data does not at any point ask for details such as name, address or email address (unless the creator of the questionnaire has organised a prize draw as an incentive – which I will not be doing, as I do not want to confuse participants by telling them it is anonymous then asking for their contact details.).

Time schedule
This will be done in stages and would take up an estimated four weeks until completion.
Week One
Stage one: initial reading
The main hypothesis of this research is based off of a model that exists in literature. I will read both the aforementioned literature and contemporaries of this body of work to help form a strong literary study and academic foundation on which I can base the hypothesis and survey of my work.
Stage two: Research
Stage three: Design questionnaire
Based off of the stages in Berry’s model of acculturation and literature surrounding the concept of charter tourists I will form my questions. I will have them reviewed by a third party to insure the are coherent and cohesive; that they flow well from question to question allowing responses to make sense while also not being in any way leading. The responses need to be entirely the thought of those writing them and not because the questions are written in such a way that responders feel they need to write what the maker of the questioner gets the responses they want.
Week Two
Stage four: Release questionnaire
The questionnaire is released to the public.
Week Three
Stage five: Close questionnaire
The questionnaire is no longer available to be answered by members of the public.
Stage six: analyse results
The results will be sorted into to groups of data: Quantitative (in which the answers are based off of statistics) and Qualitative (some of the questions in the survey will have an option similar to ‘other’ where relevant in which they will be able to write their own response – this means that the answer will more than likely be unique and may not be able to be boiled down to something akin to a quantifiable number.).
Week Four
Stage seven: relate results to reading material
In writing up the results garnered, I need to analyse them in good academic fashion and relate them to reading material. This includes such things as talking about the experiences as they are presented and how they relate to Berry’s model (XYZ number of people say they experiences this as it is outlined in Berry’s model Etc.)
Stage eight: release results and conclusion
I will now answer the ultimate question: Do charter tourists and Berry’s model of acculturation match up? Along with this I will break down and analyse the other questions outlined in this proposal.
In order to make the responders feel attached to what they have partaken in, I will in the survey provide a link to a blogging platform relating to my research breaking down the academic information and other details behind it in a non-confrontational easy to understand yet non-patronising way. I will provide this like while communicating the understanding that when the research is complete and the academic legwork written up and data published it will be published for their personal consumption.
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