Literary Research: CSEN6017 (2012-13)
Essay Titles for 25% Assignments. Deadline for Assignment: Wednesday, December 5th 2012: Moodle submission
Write an essay of approximately 2,000 words on any one of the following topics, relating your discussion closely to texts taught on the module, and making reference to an appropriate range of secondary critical reading.

Remember to include a final bibliography of the material you have consulted for your essay, and follow MHRA referencing conventions (as taught at Level 4) for your footnotes and for any books, articles or other materials listed in the bibliography.

Please note that you must avoid writing about the same author’s texts, or the same territory, when you come to write your long research essay for the module; for example, if you opt to write about Marvell’s Cromwell poems within your short essay, you must not choose the topic on  writings relating to Cromwell for your research essay.

Marvell:
1. How far is ‘nature’ a reliable or appropriate measure for human activity and
    aspiration in Marvell’s Mower poems and ‘The Garden’? Give appropriately
    detailed attention to each of the poems in your discussion.
2. Examine some of the ways in which Marvell explores the subjects of art and 
    artfulness in a range of the poetry which you have studied for the module.(You

    should refer to AT LEAST FOUR poems in your discussion). 
3. Assess critically Marvell’s varied use of religious motifs in his poetry, making

    detailed reference to a range of poems.
4. ‘In adopting strategies of praise – whether of a mistress, or of his political masters –
    Marvell, when not downright satiric, is at least amused.’ Explore and examine the
    play of ‘amused’ irony within Marvell’s poetry, making detailed reference to AT

    LEAST FOUR of his poems.
5. ‘“Upon Appleton House” can only properly be seen as a political poem.’ Examine
     and illustrate this view of Marvell’s poem.
6. Explore and assess the varied ways in which Marvell establishes a relationship with
    the female figures in his poems. (Make substantial reference to ‘Upon Appleton
    House’ as part of your essay).
Milton:

7.  Assess Milton’s purposes and techniques in developing the motifs of sight,
     concealment and secrecy in any TWO BOOKS of Paradise Lost. 

8. ‘The earth, so laboriously and beautifully made by Milton’s God, remains a 
     fragile place.’ What aspects of this setting as represented in Paradise Lost might
     incline you to support or refute this view?
9.   ‘Paradise Lost is two texts in one: an absolutist poem, which struggles to justify
     the ways of an authoritarian God, and a humanist narrative, which recounts how

     human beings become free subjects, knowing the difference between good and evil

     in a world of choice.’ Does your reading of the relevant books of Milton’s poem

     lead you to see the poem as being divided in these terms?

10. ‘                                              …only add
      Deeds to thy knowledge answerable, add faith,

      Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love,

      By name to come called charity, the soul

      Of all the rest; then wilt thou be not loth

      To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess

      A Paradise within thee, happier far.’

                                    (Paradise Lost, XII, 581-7)

      To what extent, and in what ways, does Milton encourage the reader to see the 

      prospect of an inner, ‘postlapsarian’ Paradise as ‘happier far’ than the Eden which

      is lost in Paradise Lost?
11. Making detailed, analytical reference to appropriate passages of the poem, 

      assess the view that ‘Eve’s consciousness and conscience are in fact more

      active than Adam’s in Paradise Lost.’

12. To what extent, and to what apparent ends, does Milton develop parallels and
      connections between the roles of Eve, Satan and Sin in Paradise Lost? Make

      appropriate reference to different parts of the poem in your essay.

Pope:
13. Discuss Pope’s strategies for constructing an ‘interior’ or psychological realm in

      The Rape of the Lock.
14. Compare Pope’s ‘Epistle to Miss Blount, With the Works of Voiture’ (reproduced

      in the module handbook), lines 21-68, with Clarissa’s speech from the Rape of

      the Lock, Canto V, lines 9-34. What differences and what similarities do you find

      between the two, allowing for the context of Clarissa’s speech within The Rape of 

      the Lock as a whole? 
15. In what respects does Pope’s Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot represent an interrogation

      as well as a justification of the author’s self?
16. ‘Pope’s mind most fully realises itself in realising the strange forms, the

      ambivalent energies, the self-entangled contradictions of the world he represents.’

      Evaluate this view in relation to any TWO of the verse satires studied on the

      module (To Bathurst, To Burlington and An Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot)
17. Examine and illustrate the ways in which Pope dramatises the relation between
      mind and  nature, and mind and riches, in his epistles To Bathurst and To
      Burlington.
Swift:
18. Swift’s poem ‘Baucis and Philemon’ represents a parody of the story as told in

      Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Book VIII. Examine the translation of the original

      presented in the module handbook, and discuss the specific ways in which Swift

      has directed his poem to new, parodic and satirical ends.
19. ‘Disenchantment is the keynote of Swift’s writings’. Making close reference to a
      range of his shorter works in poetry and/or prose, explore the different forms
      which the expression of this disenchantment may take.

20. How far, and in what ways, is Swift’s writing concerned with material decline and

      mortality? You may if you wish focus your essay on EITHER the shorter writings

      in poetry and prose OR on Gulliver’s Travels. 

21. Discuss the relationship between difference (including difference of size, species
      and gender) and questions of ethics in Gulliver’s Travels.
22. ‘Humanism, as an emergent imperialism was to indicate, ultimately recognises
      no national frontiers, recognises no cultural relativities. Its values are understood

      to be held in common, and the whole world is its province.’ 

      How far does Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels uphold an attitude of humanism in these

      terms?
23. ‘Gulliver’s Travels depends for its effects on continually renewed recognitions
      that it is not true, or rather that it embodies truths in disguise.’ Illustrate and 

      assess some of the ways in which Swift deploys such ‘recognitions’ for his own 

      satiric purposes throughout the work. 
