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                                           Definition of Terrorism

  The United Kingdom for terrorism is a wide section to cover, serious violence or damage to a property is an area that is covered (Larkin, 2013). There is however a terrorism act which was first introduced in 2000. Terrorism Act 2000 states that the United Kingdom defines terrorism within an act “designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system”. An act of violence is not necessary under this definition. (Home office, 2000). Home office, (2006) further states that the terrorism act has recently been updated in 2006. The act was amended slightly, and new points were added. Within this act, terrorism is known as: the use or threat of action where the action falls under subsection (2), the use or threat is designed to influence the government or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause. There is no agreement on a universal definition of terrorism (U.S.GOV, 2008). Terrorism in the United states is defined as “violent, criminal acts” which individuals and/or groups have committed to further their ideological goals which come from domestic influences, for instance people of a political, social, racial, environmental or religious nature.(Crump, 2021). Furthermore, the US also discusses violence in their version of terrorism and describes a terrorist as an individual or group committing a violent act (Crump, 2021).

 There are many types of groups that the government has designate as terrorists for instance, one of the main group is al-Qaeda and within al-Qaeda came ISIS. Following these groups are The Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA), Al Shabaab, al-Mukhtar Brigades including Saraya al-Mukhtar, Al Ittihad Al Islamia (AIAI) and many more (Home office, 2013). 
ISIS is known to be the biggest contemporary terrorist threat to world security (Pew, 2017) It is unclear on the number of members that ISIS have. A source from Gollom, (2014) says that the number of fighting force that ISIS has is estimated around 10,000, which is a significant difference from some of the estimates that have said the number of members within ISIS is as high as 80,000. ISIS names itself under the "Islamic Caliphate" (a theological empire) and they have control over several lands within western Iran and eastern Syria. Around the world starting from Afghanistan going to Nigeria Isis also have "allegiance" from various radical Islamic groups, these are govern self-proclaimed province (Cassis, 2015). ISIS are well known for their murders, assaults, bombing and brutal violence on civilians. ISIS have admitted to being behind numerous terrorist attacks that have occurred all over the world, along with destroying many well-known popular buildings (Laden, 2017). The making of ISIS goes back to 2004, “al Qaeda in Iraq” were an organization that had been created. A militant group was founded by a member called Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, he was a member of Osama bin Laden’s network called al Qaeda. During 2003 there was an intrusion of Iraq by the US, al Qaeda’s target was to get rid of the Western occupation in Iraq and have it replaced with a Sunni Islamist regime (Curry, 2015). In 2006, a U.S airstrike killed Zarqawi, due to this there was a new leader. Egyptian Abu Ayynd al-Masri renamed the group “Islamic State of Iraq” also known as “ISI”. However, four years later in 2010 Abu Bakr al- Baghdadi took over the group following the death of Masri in the US- Iraqi operation. Syria forces and ISI fought again each other in the civil war and ISI then gained ground. The group had been found a new name to call themselves in 2013 called “ISIS” which stands for “Islamic State of Iraq and Syria”, due to them extending into Syria (Curry, 2015).
[bookmark: _Hlk65834667][bookmark: _Hlk65760069]  There are many beliefs that ISIS have, one of them being that ISIS interests are to establish a caliphate. A caliphate is an Islamic state and is known to be radical with a supreme ruler, along with helping to bring about the apocalypse (Siese, 2015). A Caliphate can not be defined as just a state alone, according to Burke et al, (2018) “ Islamic history suggests it is the only legitimate government to rule the Muslim people” (Burke et, al, p. 297, 2018).  Within history, caliphates have existed in different ways, including, most recently, the Ottoman Empire. ISIS’ main goal is to take control over nations with a large population of Muslims and overthrow the governments. The group also want to create its own theocratic state within its place. ISIS leader claims to want to be the caliph (Tognotti, 2014). One of the places hoping to be established by ISIS is located on a  distorted view of a past Islamic civilization. ISIS have stated that they will eliminate people if they get in their way of establishing a global Islamic state based on their beliefs (Haltiwanger, 2014). In addition, ISIS want to overcome obstacles in order to restore God’s rule on Earth, and to defend the Muslim community, or umma, against infidels and apostates. In 2016 the group stated that their plan was to shutdown the end of times between Muslims and their enemies. This is described in Islamic apocalyptic prophecies (Jones et al, 2016).
  The leader of ISIS Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi believes that he fights on behalf of all Muslims although Islam is followed by over 1 billion people. The group has no fear in executing not only Yazidis but also Christians, although there have been occasions where they have been forced at gunpoint to change to their own hellish version of Islam. For example, ISIS forced a Christian man to convert at gunpoint, and then beheaded him (Haltiwanger, 2014). On the contrary, ISIS believe that we are close to the end of time and will be sheered by spiritual world being Mahdi. The group felt as though after they overtook Dabiq in Syria that they were following a foretold path in fear that the end of days is near (Siese, 2015). In June 2014 an average of 800 militants had the success of defeating a 30,000 Iraqi force which took place in one of the country’s largest city, Mosul. There are four force multipliers which include, ideology, crucially, the willingness to die and morale. However, there’s only so far ideology can take you with a conducive political environment not present. The popularity that came from ISIS was never imagined unlike ISIS itself, that was almost inevitable (Hamid, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk65764277]  Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the supreme leader of ISIS relies on Abu Muslim al Turkemani to be his deputy and allows him to oversea the area in Iraq that belong to their group, ensuring the management of its territory is running smoothly. The military council leaded by Abu Ahmad al’ Alawani, within this council consists of three members whose duties are to watch over the military and to plan the operations within their field. To be a member of this council it must be run by the Caliph first. The Shura council tends to have between 9 and 11 members within it, which are all appointed by the Caliph. In theory the Caliph can be deposed by this council. The council mainly focus on looking over affairs of the state (Neriah,2014) and is also responsible for the military affairs, the media, finance, and security (Glenn, 2015). The Judicial Authority handles the judicial issues as well as handling the recruitment and preaching in terms of spreading the word of the Islamic state. The defence security is headed by Abu Bakr, and is the main council due to having the responsibility of the personal security of the Caliph. This council deals with, campaigns, implement orders, judicial decisions and the collection and dissemination of intelligence. The final part of ISIS structure is the Islamic state institution for public information which Abu Al Athir Omru al Abbassi has control over. The spokesman for the Islamic state was killed in a military raid and was replaced by Abu Ahmad (Neriah,2014).
[bookmark: _Hlk65692683]  Both the UK and US defines terrorists as when a violent act is committed. ISIS have carried out several terrorist acts against not only Muslims but also non-Muslim civilians, they have committed mass murders on minorities such as Yazidis and Shiites. Therefore, in both countries the ISIS group is known as a terrorist (Glenn, 2015). ISIS have committed many large terrorist attacks within the UK and US, for instance the Manchester Arena bombing. In 2017 on the 22nd of May at 22:30pm, a suicide bomber walked down the stairway, crossed the concourse and turned on his service, after an Ariana Grande concert. The bombing killed 22 people, those including children, teenagers, parents, and students (Simone, 2020). Isis came forward one day later and claimed responsibility for the Manchester Arena attack, defining the bomber as a "soldier of the caliphate". Isis claimed that the attack was aimed to terrorise "infidels...in response to their transgressions against the lands of the Muslims" (Dearden, 2017). Behind the Manchester bombing it is believed that there were personal reasons for doing so. Salman Ramadan Abedi was a 22-year-old and was behind the bombing. In 2016 Salman’s parents lost a loved one due to a attack caused by the government, and expressed they felt as though it was and anti-Muslim hate crime (Matthews, 2017). It is thought that this was the motive behind the Manchester bombing (Matthews, 2017).

  On the 3rd of June 2017, ISIS had done a third attack in the space of three months in the United Kingdom, which had Britain in shook. The British capital was hit in June by the ISIS group, when eight people lost their lives and fourty eight others left injured. Three assailants swung a rented van off the road at London Bridge, running over pedestrians over the speed limit on the walk path. The assailants were wearing suicide belts which were later found out to be fake, abandoned their vehicle near a market, went down a street and begun viciously stabbing people sitting outside pubs and restaurants. Eight minutes after an emergency call was made, the police arrived and shot them dead (BBC news, 2018). Three months after the attack ISIS claimed responsibility for the death of the individuals on London Bridge. The group’s Amaq propaganda agency posted a statement saying a soldier of ISIS had carried out the atrocity near the House of Parliament. The statement mentioned that they were following an order made by the group to carry out attacks on security forces and civilians, in countries that had helped the US bomb Syria and Iraq (Dearden, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk65779316]  On the contrary, a source from Cronin (2015) states that ISIS is not a terrorist group because they are not al Qaeda, although ISIS formed their group from al Queda after the 9/11 attack. ISIS does not represent the next steps in the radical Islamist organization of evaluation. ISIS is not as dangerous as al Qaeda and is known as a successor.  However, the term terrorism refers to a single person or group of individuals, using irregular tactics that are shown to be violent in nature to intimidate or fear the government or the (Anderson, 2016). When looking back on the attacks that ISIS have committed within large nations for example, Saufi Arabia, France, Egypt and Belgium, it is in the light that ISIS is taking part in asymmetrical warfare to ensure that the world is in fear of their group, and coerce other nations to embrace ISIS goal to create a global caliphate. Considering to the size of some of the nations that ISIS has targeted in the past, ISIS are a small group in comparison to them. Despite this, ISIS still have to ability to force fears and overwhelm the media and political attention and have successfully carry out suicide and unexpected bombings. Due to this, ISIS has grown a large amount of more followers and sympathizers to further their goal of establishing a caliphate. In addition to this the bombings on civilian populations, along with the beheadings, the crucifixions and the amputations has prompted many to label ISIS as a terrorist group (Anderson, 2016). 
  To conclude it is evident that there will be not be a global agreement any time soon on the term terrorism, this is due to the large amount of views and opinions across the world. Nevertheless, the most common word in different nations definition is “violent” therefore, if a violent act has been committed that has put individuals in fear it is then known to be terrorism. Within the English dictionary terrorism has been defined as use of violence or coercion with an aim of achieving a political goal (Collins, 2012). Terrorism dates back as long as people can remember which suggests, the elimination of those groups or individuals will be extremely difficult without the legal power that they would need to reach their goals. ISIS is an extremely dangerous group that is known to continuously seek to put the public or government in danger. “ISIS is a global terrorist group that poses a threat to the world through its violent ideology and network of terrorist fighters. The UK is at the forefront of the Global Coalition against ISIS” (Home office, 2019). The UK is globally up against ISIS fighting to destroy the terrorist group along with their poisonous ideology (Home office, 2019). ISIS should be defined as a terrorist group due to number of violent acts they have committed on serval countries. 
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