
1. Introduction 

Introduction to topic should come here.
2. Chosen Research Methods
My research question is based on a pragmatist paradigm which devotes to a mixed methods approach that combines both qualitative and quantitative data (Creswell, 2014). Researchers who choose pragmatism try to use any approaches available to find out the solutions of the problems (Rossman & Wilson, 1985). Compared with focusing on one research method, combining different kinds of research methods within a single form is more effective (Denscombe, 2014) as a mixed methods research study includes both qualitative and quantitative methods and data would work together better to provide the best understanding of a research problem (Creswell, 2014).
2.1 Definition and Features of Single Methods

Quantitative data commonly comprises closed-ended responses (Creswell, 2014) and adopts numerical formats and can be effectively used without necessitating intricate statistical analysis (Gorard, 2006). However, in the challenge of improving the data quality, data overload needs to be considered. By contrast, qualitative data tends to provide rich detailed, open-ended but unpredictable responses (Creswell, 2014), but the long-term analysis process and objectivity when compared with the quantitative data cannot be ignored (Denscombe, 2014).  

2.2 Advantages and Disadvantages of Mixed Method
Unlike the above two single research methods, a mixed methods approach provides a better understanding of findings which are achieved by checking against each other the different methods in investigating the same topic. Additionally, the adoption of more than one method can enhance the findings and improve the research analysis by offering a more complete exploration (Denscombe, 2014).
However, the most obvious disadvantage of mixed methods research is that it is time- and cost-consuming when compared with a single research method (Denscombe, 2014). Additionally, the researcher needs to develop their skills in more than one method and it is possible that the findings from different methods might not support each other. 

In my research, I would… (explanation of how the information above applies to this study).
3. Sampling Methods 
The sample, which is a group of individuals who participate in research, makes it possible to produce accurate findings without collecting statistics from every remember of the research population. This can save time and money while avoiding sacrificing much of the accuracy of the findings (Denscombe, 2014). There are two types of samples: probability sampling and non-probability sampling. The former relies on the use of random sampling. It is believed that the best way to get a representative sample is to make sure there is no effect on the selection of anything or anyone to be included in the sample. The later option will usually be used when the researcher finds it unfeasible or difficult to rely on random selection only. In my research, I plan to use both of the above sampling methods. When choosing the techniques of probability sampling, stratified sampling which is based on sub-groups in the populations would be my choice. The principle of it is that random sampling is the ideal basis for getting a representative sample as it ensures there is no scope for the researcher to influence the sample in terms of bias. At the same time, stratified sampling divides the research population into different groups and then uses random sampling techniques. It allows researchers to select the sample which he/she knows will make a balanced sample. In my research, I will divide my research populations…(more information given here about this research study). However, some important conditions like ensuring fairly homogeneous groups and relevant factors need to be considered (Denscombe, 2014).  

4. Ethics 

Ethics refers to rules of conduct, to conformity or to a code or set of principles (Robson, 2002:65). It is a fundamental feature of all good research and, usually, if the researcher plans to collect data from the methods like questionnaires, interviews and observation, the ethical considerations are essential (Denscombe, 2014). In my research, there are four ethical stages.

First, at the stage of planning, approval needs to be obtained from the university’s Ethics Committees. Before starting my research, I will need to consider the codes and standards of ethics of my university. Informed consent forms have been designed to protect human rights (Denscombe, 2014). The content of these forms will include: (information given here). In addition, permissions from individuals in authority and study participants are required. The assurance of those participating and their opportunity to withdraw with no pressure is also necessary (Creswell, 2014). 

The second stage happens in the data collection, which should ensure to make as little disruption as possible and no harm to participants. During my mixed-methods research, especially the qualitative studies like interviews about the opinions from the students, according to Denscombe (2014), I need to minimise the impact of the physical setting; for example, few interruptions or hints of possible answers when the participants are thinking or answering the questions and no reminding of time limits which may interfere the integrity and depth of their answers. In fact, avoiding undue intrusion can also help to protect the individuals’ privacy (Creswell, 2014). It is also necessary to avoid harm, stress or emotional upset to the participants. As interviewing can be seen as a moral inquiry (Kvale, 2007), I need to think about how a sensitive interview interaction may be stressful for participants and how critically the interviewees may be questioned as well as what the possible consequences might be. For example, (information about this study given here). Thus, the significance of data confidentiality and individuals’ anonymity protection cannot be ignored. 

5. Research Tools 

As a mixed-methods approach had been chosen for my study, quantitative data collection will be achieved by pre- and post- assessments and questionnaires while the qualitative data will be obtained by group interviews using open-ended questionnaires. 

5.1 Interviews

Research interviews are a method of using participants’ answers to researchers’ questions to be their research resources (Denscombe, 2014), usually relying on face-to-face contact to establish a rapport between the researcher and interviewees (Connolly, 2016). They often take place when it is possible to get access to the participants, time and cost available and as well as the qualitative data is essential to the research topic. It allows the researcher to observe both the verbal and body language that the participants use and get a greater and even deeper insight at the same time when the researchers require. However, such physical contact, authority pressure and personal identity can impact the performances of interviewees more or less. In order to solve this, I will make an effort to be polite and punctual, receptive and neutral to make a relaxed and comfortable context for interviewees to provide honest answers (Denscombe, 2014).

In terms of the types of interview, I believe the semi-structured interview, which includes a set of questions but the latitude to explore some areas of the research interviews (Connolly, 2016), suits my research best as this type of interview provides the information that the researcher wants to explore. It can also guide the researcher to some areas which have not been considered but are valuable to the topic; for example, I hope to find out the advantages and disadvantages of (specific information given here). Nevertheless, shortcomings like irrelevant direction and ethical concerns should be avoided by my sensitivity management to effectively solve these problems.

5.2 Questionnaires

The second tool I will use is the questionnaire, which is usually designed to collect data that can be used for analysis and these data are gathered by asking participants directly about the information concerned with the research. Denscombe (2014) claims that questionnaires are necessary when straightforward information and standardised data are required to be collected. In terms of the design of questionnaires, as Denscombe (2014) mentions, the success of a research questionnaire depends on response rate, completion rate and the validity of responses, so the challenge for every researcher is how to design the questionnaire to achieve a reasonable response rate with accurate and honest answers. 

During the process of questionnaire, there are three aspects that will be given attention in my study: response time, background information and the wording of questions. In order to avoid questionnaire fatigue and take a great deal of time, I will ask questions which are absolutely vital by using clear, short, unambiguous and straightforward expressions. In the background information part, in addition to the date, confidentiality and thanks, the purpose and examples are vital in my research as my research objectives are (specific information given here), and the instructions may help to support them to answer the questions. Using wording which is suitable for students’ understanding and providing sufficient options are also important.

6. Data Analysis Methods
As my research approach is a mixed research method which contains both qualitative and quantitative data, the data analysis methods will be completed from the above perspectives.

For the qualitative method, I will analyse both the transcript of interviews and the text of questionnaires. I will choose content analysis as my main analysis method and use thematic analysis as an assistant during the process of the main method. Context analysis which can be used with writing and sounds text is a way of quantifying the contents (Denscombe, 2014). During the process of it, after an appropriate sample of texts has been chosen, the text then needs to be broken down into smaller units and developed into relevant categories for the analysis. These categories may be taken from the “key words” that are related to the theme, and this is the reason why the thematic analysis which looks at patterns of meaning in a data set might be used at this stage. Then comes the step of coding units followed by frequency counting then the analysis will be completed. Some advantages of content analysis method like the exploration of the “hidden” aspects through the sounds and written text can provide more deeper and possible unintentional information when compared with the thematic analysis. However, it may also cause limitations like the difficulty of understanding the implied meaning. That is the reason why I plan to use thematic analysis as a supplement.



