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Written Assignment – A Reflective Account

Before attending my placement school, I assumed that it was normal for children with any additional learning needs to be pulled from activities that may be challenging to work with a 1 to 1 teacher. I made this assumption from my own experience at school, this was something that occurred very often. The child, teacher and other pupils were aware that this happens, and they just see it as part of their daily school routine. The Impact of this in the classroom was that other pupil’s singled out this individual, it was made obvious that they may have been different to everyone. This individual was likely to have felt left out and alone in the classroom.
After having some experience within my placement school, my beliefs were influenced majorly. The placement school challenged by believes due to them showing that all children can be included in all activities. My placement school adapt their activities to cater for all needs of all the children within the class. For example, Child A has a wheelchair and cannot walk, the activity was throwing and catching. Instead of playing on the grass, which is usually what happens, the children played on the main yard which is concrete so that Child A was able to play. The wheelchair was unable to be used on grass, so they adapted for Child A to be involved. My university lectures have taught me that according to Cambridge University Press (2017), It is important to ‘Have high expectations of all your students.’ And to ‘Plan learning which includes participation from everyone and encourages success.’ Both sentences suggest that for good practice it is necessary that all children should be included and children who may have any addition learning needs shouldn’t have to be set boundaries of what they can and can’t do. They need risk and challenge as much as any other child. Its important to ensure the safety of the child but they do need to take risks.

Before attending my placement school, I believed that poverty was a serious issue and would be obvious within the school. I didn’t think there was much a school was able to do for a family in poverty as their main duty is to teach and support the children. I made this assumption using my own school experience. While I was working in School X, poverty was obvious. Children with no coats, jumpers or socks. Children who were not able to attend school trips and children in dirty clothes. The impact of this in the classroom was that children often felt down, were cold and uncomfortable through out the school day. Children were often treated differently by other pupils for not having a specific coat or bag. Children often had lower attainment and were challenged by school activities.
After having some experience at my placement school, I learnt that it wasn’t always obvious to spot poverty in the classroom. This was down to the support that my placement school gives to the families and to the children. My placement always ensured that children had proper school uniform and something warm to wear. My placement offers clothing exchange at the start of every year, so parents didn’t have to keep buying new uniform, but swap for a bigger size. The school also held on to school uniform and warm clothing to give to children when needed. When you walked into the classroom you would never have thought the school was in a deprived area. My placement school also offers financial support for the parents, holding finance classes for them to attend. The placement school also ensures that all children attend school trips whether their family can afford to send them or not. They believe that they need to give children all the opportunities and experiences as they can. The placement school had shown me that there are endless opportunities for the school to support the families. My university lectures have taught me that poverty comes in all shapes and sizes and that its one of the most significant challenges in the classroom setting. Poverty can have an impact on attainment at school. Families may not have the time or the resources to support children outside of the school or give them experiences that school aren’t able to give. Families may not be able to give children meals at home so rely on breakfast clubs and free school meals. Poverty impacts children massively.
Before attending my placement school, I assumed that all parents/carers were very involved with the school and the child’s learning experience. I believed that all parents/carers enjoyed sitting at home and reading books with their children, helping them progress in their learning. I made this assumption from my own experience, when I was at school, my parents always read to me, I read my school reading book every single night. My parents would buy me workbooks to do at home and they taught me how to write my own name even before I had gone to nursery. This experience made me believe that all children experienced this at home. The impact of this in the classroom would have been that all children were developing at a fast rate, everyone completing homework and children were likely to be having a positive experience at home.
After spending some time within my placement school, my beliefs have been challenged. It was suggested that it can be very tough getting parents into the school to participate as well as getting parents involved to support the children outside of school. Therefore, my judgement and assumptions were cloudy and bias, obviously down to lack of knowledge and only having my own personal experience to comprehend. My placement explained how little children read their reading books at home and how little homework come back into school. A lot of parents aren’t engaged within the child’s learning. My placement school has many strategies in place in order to encourage parents due to it having such a positive impact on both the family and the child’s development. Placement X hold reading café and number an learn sessions, inviting them to sports days, concerts, coffee mornings, support groups, Dojo class points system. They give parents and children the choice of homework, as parent are likely to busy some weekend, so a big art project obviously isn’t going to be completed. The time frame of the homework is very wide giving families the time to complete activities. Placement X tries to encourage the parents in as many ways as possible. My university lectures have helped me understand that parents/carers have a significant role in the child’s learning and development, apart from teachers, parents/carers are their role models. Children model and copy adults, their actions, attitudes and language. They pick up on everything. After reading ‘Involving Parents in their Children’s learning’ – Whalley (2007), I now know that parents being involved in the children’s learning have a major influence on their attainment at school. Whalley (2007) talks about in a case study, a child feeling ‘low ‘, ‘ugly’ and anxious about attending school, started a study group for parent and child. Over time it said that this child became a ‘very confident, articulate girl’. This clearly suggests the impact of parent involvement within the school setting.
In conclusion, it is important to ensure that you always show good practice. To move forward in my own practice, one thing I would ensure I do is always adapt my lesson and plan in order to be able to suit the individuals in my class. Its important to always consider pupils who have ALN needs to ensure they can be involved within the activities, for them to feel equal to others. Still give them the challenges but give them the support they need to be able to carry out the activity. Vygotsky (1896-1934) would agree with my thoughts as he came up with the idea of scaffolding, giving all children a task but giving them the correct support that meets their individual needs and ability. Looking at QTS standards(2005) its required that  you should “ Know how to make effective personalised provision for those they teach, including those for whom English is an additional language or who have special educational needs or disabilities, and how to take practical account of diversity and promote equality and inclusion in their teaching.” Therefore, inclusion is necessary and is reflection of good practice. Another idea I would take forward would be to involve parents, families and the community wherever possible as I’ve learnt that it has such as significant impact. Whalley (2007) would agree as she has made note of many case studies which has proven this idea. Looking at QTS standards (2005) It is required to ‘Have a commitment to collaboration and co-operative working.’ As well as ‘Recognise and respect the contribution that colleagues, parents and carers can make to the development and well-being of children and young people, and to raising their levels of attainment.’. To be able to teach you must communicate with parents and families as it’s a required part of practice.
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