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Recent Crime in Malaysia

[bookmark: _Toc172752286]1.0 Introduction
In recent years, several high-profile criminal cases in Malaysia have brought some fundamental issues in that country's social and legal institutions into sharp focus. These cases—some disturbing examples of which involve murder, bullying, cyberbullying by persons in authority and other institutions—point to wider issues having to do with crime and justice in a rapidly changing society.

Cyberbullying has increased and become very vicious in nature; it functions based on the large-scale diffusion of digital technology and social media sites. Anonymity and reach, which are promoted through the discussed portals, have caused an increase in the impacts of harassment carried out online. Critical consequences, from a psychological and emotional point of view, have shown up in most victims. Cyberbullying is an act of intentional attacks in the form of threats, derogatory comments, and dissemination of false information that tends to be really harmful to an individual's mental health and well-being. Where digital interactions are concerned, daily life, therefore, requires effective means to forestall cyberbullying and ensure the safety of vulnerable persons more than ever.

Murder, which is a violation of personal safety and human rights par excellence, has also captured numerous headlines in Malaysia. Many high-profile murder cases, if one actually looks closely, represent deeper social issues: domestic violence, relationship conflicts, systemic failure in keeping a person safe from murder, among others. Murder cases typically involve complex legal investigations and prosecutions, accompanied by attendant questions about the adequacy of protective measures taken and the effectiveness of the justice system in delivering timely and fair outcomes.

Concerns have, more particularly, been directed at bullying in an institutional setting—the bully relating to an educational or military institution. Bullying, in its extreme forms of hazing or harassment, brings out major failures of the institutional oversight of protective measures. Such cases also bring out the requirement for robust policy provisions and training, with corresponding reporting structures to offset abuses within any institution. Bullying is not about immediate harm but has consequences on long-term mental health and institutional culture.

These varied issues paint a deeply troubling picture of the situation Malaysia is currently facing in matters concerning safety and justice. A relationship between cyberbullying, murder, and bullying underlines the fact that strategies for crime prevention and support to victims are holistically administered. Thus, it would require more than legal reforms and increased enforcement to surmount such challenges. It requires high awareness and proactive measures through which safer environments can be built for all.

Indeed, as Malaysia continues to grapple with these issues, spotlighting such critical areas would only serve to reflect societal needs at large in terms of strong solutions and system improvements. The country would build a much more secure and fair society with justice if it could resolve the root causes and effects of cyberbullying, murder, and institutional bullying.

[bookmark: _Toc172752287]2.0 Cyberbullying
[bookmark: _Toc172752288]2.1 The Case of Rajeswary Appahu, Known as Esha
The rising number of cyberbullying cases recently in Malaysia certainly victimizes agony and mental health, as well as the well-being of an individual under the attack. One exemplary case is the Rajeswary Appahu case, better known as Esha, who fell prey to severe online harassment at the age of 29. This case brings to light the sufferings of severe psychological damage arising out of cyberbullying and hence calls for quick, effective interventions.

Esha's nightmare began when these persons pointed their merciless, unending harassment towards her. There are falsifications in the accusations spread, derogatory comments are made and freely circulated, and her phone number was passed around freely. The SMA campaign was consistent, highly abusive, and a cause for immense psychological pain to Esha.

[bookmark: _Toc172752289]2.2 Nature of the Bullying
It includes the propagation of false information, threats, and social shame. They all indulged in these in Esha's case. They used to spread false rumors about her on social sites where it had a bad effect on her reputation. The result of which was her isolation from society. The threats and shame combined with each other in terms of adding on to her psychological stress, hence closing her more and more from her friends and family.

The effects of such continued cyberbullying can be deep. Many of its victims collapse into anxiety, depression, and the Fallon self-esteem. Esha's case was not different, as the continuous attacks on her online pushed her into severe emotional and psychological problems. Her case underlines the need for stern measures against and for the prevention of cyberbullying.

[bookmark: _Toc172752290]2.3 Response and Actions
The Malaysian authorities took steps in relation to Esha's case by sending in cybercrime units to investigate the harassment. This would have taken the form of investigating online interactions, tracing IP addresses, and collaboration with social media platforms in the gathering of evidence toward catching and prosecuting those responsible for the cyberbullying.

Esha's case has shown that there is not only a requirement for more digital literacy and for steps toward having stronger cyber laws but has also initiated discussions on what roles social media should play in counteracting online harassment and how important it is to have clear and enforceable policies against cyberbullying. Hopefully, organizations and policymakers would develop better practices for content moderation and prevention of cyber harassment.

Esha's case mirrors broader evils in today's society with regard to cyberbullying and online safety. With the rise of cases of cyberbullying, questions have been raised as to whether the laws put in place are really adequate and what role the companies should play. This episode has everybody talking about the need for school education regarding responsible digital conduct and support mechanisms for victims of cyberbullying.

Cyberbullying prevention is now increasingly appealing to educational institutions, parents, and the community. Through the society's effort to nip such incidents at the bud by creating more awareness about online safety, the need to encourage responsible online behavior and support given to the targets sees daylight. In the light of this, reviewing and strengthening mechanisms already in place against cyberbullying become very important for the more effective protection of people in the cyber world.

[bookmark: _Toc172752291]3.0 Murder
[bookmark: _Toc172752292]3.1 Background of the Case of Nur Farah Kartini
The tragic case befell Nur Farah Kartini Abdullah, a 25-year-old digital marketing expert from Perak, which is really indicative of the heavy toll brought about by violent crimes. Nur Farah Kartini was reported missing on July 11, 2024, with her disappearance dating back to July 10, when she was last spotted delivering a rental car in Tanjong Malim. Suddenly, she vanished and did not return home. This led to the missing person's report filed by her family the following morning.

The case soon drew wide media and public attention, spurred on by rising concerns over personal safety and the effectiveness of the Malaysian police in handling missing persons. With the massive coverage of the media and public involvement in the search for Nur Farah Kartini, what came out of it was the fear that surfaced in the community over safety and the inefficiency of the police response.

[bookmark: _Toc172752293]3.2 Discovery and Investigation
On July 15, 2024, the case took a grim turn when the body of Nur Farah Kartini was found abandoned in an oil palm plantation in Sri Kledang, Hulu Selangor. Strangely, moments after the police had detained her 26-year-old boyfriend, who had the rank of lance corporal, in relation to their investigations for being a suspect in the case, the suspect guided the police, upon his arrest, to the location where Nur Farah Kartini's body was dumped.

Investigation revealed that the suspect and Nur Farah Kartini were close friends since university life. Though their relation was known to all, the motive behind the killing was unknown. The police concentrated on gathering evidences including the victim's mobile phone found near the crime scene. This mobile was expected to give all the information regarding communication between the suspect and victim before killing her.

Physical evidence in the case of the autopsy report and examination of the remains played a very vital role in establishing the details of the crime. Eyewitness accounts and data from the victim's smartphone were highly necessary for understanding the sequence of events leading to this tragedy.

[bookmark: _Toc172752294]3.3 Legal Proceedings
The murder trial of Nur Farah Kartini is one of the highly publicized cases because it involves a member of the police force. A lance corporal attached to the Slim River police station was charged with her murder under Section 302 of the Penal Code, which provides for the death sentence. The heinousness of the crime and the profession of the suspect fueled interest and demands for justice.

This case initiated a lot of anger and voices raised in regard to changes in protective measures for people in potentially dangerous relationships. Public debate had centered on the effectiveness of the laws in existence and the systems handling the protective agencies in order to avert tragedies as such. This case has demanded recommendations to have better police training and control and changes in the legislation on domestic violence.

The case epitomizes more of an issue with relationship violence, and how to use holistic approaches in fighting and preventing it. It no doubt indicates the extent to which more can be accomplished with legal frameworks and support systems in ensuring protection from violence.

[bookmark: _Toc172752295]4.0 Bullying
[bookmark: _Toc172752296]4.1 Background of the Case of Zulfarhan Osman Zulkarnain
The horrific case of Zulfarhan Osman Zulkarnain, a Universiti Pertahanan Nasional Malaysia cadet, has woken up the acute problems of bullying and hazing in educational and military institutions. In 2017, Zulfarhan, a navy cadet, was brutally tortured to death by fellow cadets under the pretext of theft. It sent shockwaves across Malaysian society, raising critical concerns over institutional practices.

Other cadets inflicted on Zulfarhan what could be termed as the most cruel way of physical torture involving hot iron and other instruments. This left him with very serious injuries that caused his subsequent death. The physical abuse was so brutal that it caught widespread attention from the public and human rights organizations, who took to task the hanging problems in the military academy.

[bookmark: _Toc172752297]4.2 Incident Details
The abuse Zulfarhan Osman Zulkarnain had to put up with was part of a hazing tradition at the military academy. The fact that he was burned by a hot iron and other forms of physical torture only reflected the extremes of violence inflicted and willful in nature. Thus, the case raised serious questions over the effectiveness of the measures in place to prevent such brutality and the overall functioning of the institution.

The case unraveled deep-seated problems of hazing and abuse in the educational and military sectors. It, therefore, termed it necessary to have a close scrutiny of the existing laws and institutional practice so as to prevent such violent acts. The torture that occurred was not only inhumane but also exposed vast inadequacies within the institution.

[bookmark: _Toc172752298]4.3 Judgment
In June 2017, the Malaysian Court of Appeal found six former UPNM students guilty of murder in relation to Zulfarhan's death. The decision, which sentenced through death, was reached based on the fact that the crimes committed were premeditated and brutal in nature. Such historic ruling strengthened the apparent risks of hazing and the much-needed drastic measures to arrest hazing.

The prosecution drew wide social attention and shifted the public's glance towards justice and accountability in such grave offences. The case raised heated debates regarding the urge for reforms in the educational institutions and military organizational functions to avert the occurrence of similar incidents and safeguard the lives of students.

[bookmark: _Toc172752299]4.4 Impact and Reforms
The incident with Zulfarhan himself has actually been post-influential in terms of awareness in public and law in Malaysia; it actually brought about a lot of voices for reform within the institutions, educative and military, to counter the issues of bullying and hazing. The case also highlighted the need for providing mental health support to students and for creating safe and supportive academic settings.

In the wake of the case, people have been speaking about more regulations and checks within institutions. Beside it, numerous appeals are being heard in regard to developing and regulating student welfare, mental health provisions as well as generating mechanisms to ensure prevention and redressal in bullying and abuse. This will be reformation for safety and support in the educational environment, free from violence and harassment.

The recent criminal cases in Malaysia, such as the murder of Nur Farah Kartini, the cyberbullying of Rajeswary Appahu (Esha), and the severe bullying that resulted in the death of Zulfarhan Osman Zulkarnain, have shown many things in dealing with the country's crime and justice. Cases of this magnitude tend to demonstrate the challenging aspect that comes with operations in the justice system and further demonstrate the complex tasks that devolve upon a society in reducing or eradicating crime.

These are enough to show that it is only through a holistic approach that a difference can be made in safeguarding the vulnerable from exploitation, violation of the rights of the victims, and in finally uplifting the welfare and living of the people of Malaysia as a whole. Crime prevention should not just be legal in nature but involves a process of social change, consciousness enhancement, and support network for victims. These cases, as it shall be seen, were no exception, thus terribly offering insightful lessons on the eternal quest for a fairer and safer society.
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