Essential skills for study and employment in the creative industries
There are many skills which that are essential for study and employment in the creative industries. One of these skills is time management “there is never a foolproof way to predict how long or how difficult certain work is going to be. Schedules, work calls, presets, running orders- all are subject to change at a moment’s notice” (Kelly, 2009, p. 25) having good time management will allow crew members to keep up with any short notice changes allowing the performance to run smoothly.
Another skill is essential is organisation. Theatres and film sets can be busy environments with a lot going on, no matter what job someone has within the industry, organisation is vital to help them and others know what they need to be doing at all times. Staying organised is also important for collaboration so that all groups involved are able to understand what their role is. An important part of being organised is also having all the tools and equipment required for the job, which depending on the role may be a lot. Norburn (2018) gives a long list of items which a stage manager should have, to help both them and others, being prepared with all the tools that may be needed will help things to run smoothly.
Another important skill within the creative industries is the ability to stay calm under pressure and deal with stress. Changes may be made with very little notice and work that people have spent a lot of time doing may need to be changed, it is expected that even after changes are made or things go wrong that crew members are able to stay calm, this will also help them to think through and execute a solution. When things go wrong, which isn’t uncommon, the people dealing with it “requires quick thinking and the ability to handle extreme stress under pressure” (Bryan, 2017, p. 63).
The ability to adapt is also an essential skill. “Adaptability is another vital part of this job… each rehearsal may call for a radically different approach” (Kelly, 2009, p. 25) if someone is unable to adapt then they will struggle to deal with any unexpected changes which may have a knock on effect causing issues for other people.
Each of these skills is essential for employment within the creative industries and will allow things to run smoothly even when things go wrong.
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