There is a wide range of violent crimes that the public services must tackle daily. In my work I will be focusing my research and thoughts on domestic abuse. I will look at the national statistics of domestic abuse crimes to see if it is rising, I will also look at prevention from the public services and other agencies who work alongside the police and government who are tackling domestic violence, lastly I will look at who is more likely to become a victim of domestic abuse.
Domestic abuse arises in many different forms, some of the behaviours include controlling qualities, coercive behaviour, threatening behaviour, violence and abuse (victim support 2018). Domestic abuse crimes often occur between two people in a relationship, both men and women can be a victim of domestic violence, however women are considerably more likely to become victims (women’s aid 2019) nevertheless domestic abuse can also occur within families, you can be a victim of domestic abuse from a family member. 
In the year ending march of 2019 an estimate of 2.4 million adults experienced domestic abuse, 1.6 million of which were women and the remaining 786,000 were men. These figures show that there was an increase of 24% from the previous year (office for national statistics 2019). The work done by the services that support victims of domestic abuse such as women’s aid have helped victims be more willing to come forward and report the abuse. The rise in victims coming forward could also be that police forces are becoming more aware of domestic abuse and are being more vigilant to this sort of violence. Over the years it has become more wide stream and a lot more victims are talking publicly about their abuse. 
The government have done numerous amount of work to help victims of domestic abuse, one initiative they have done is, DVDS. Home office, 2016 (The domestic violence disclosure scheme was rolled out across 43 police forces in England and wales in march of 2014) the scheme allows police forces to give information to a person who makes an application, the application can be made by a partner or a family member who may have concerns about an individual’s safety. The police have to look at all applications carefully, they have meetings with other agency’s like probation to see if it is necessary to give the information, the scheme allows police forces to make future victims aware of their partners past behaviour in relation to domestic abuse allowing the individual to make the right decision whether to carry on the relationship or not, this scheme protects future domestic abuse victims. 
The government have held a number of conferences with administration officials, charity’s and victims of domestic violence in order to have a full and lengthy discussion to see what changes need be made to better help victims, reducing the crime rates and to make it easier for the police to hold perpetrators accountable. VAWG is a programme or reform which has been funded with one hundred million pounds from the government to support victims of domestic abuse and bring predators to justice (gov.uk, 2019)


[bookmark: _Hlk29141744]Charity’s also play their part in providing immediate services to victims and families of victims. Domestic abuse victims have access to 24 hour 7 days a week phone support (refuge, for women and children against violence, 2017) calls are free, they offer interpreters for people who don’t speak English and they also cater for people who are deaf. They can be contacted any time and offer support to victims. The helpline can be the initial contact that a victim has therefore helping them make an informed decision on what to do to keep safe. Calls are anonymous and confidential. 
Another way the public service sector is helping victims of domestic violence is by having designated police officer who specialise in domestic abuse. Domestic abuse police officers are trained to investigate behaviours and patterns of abusers that could have been going on for a numerous amount of years, the reason for this is because domestic abuse isn’t always physical, it can be several other things like controlling behaviour. That is the reason why domestic abuse police officers have been appointed in police forces. The officers can also deal with applying for restraining orders through the court, they can also provide victims with personal protection items such as, rape alarms, dummy cctv cameras and window alarm.
The criminal justice system has also made changes to better suit victims of domestic abuse, acknowledging the fact that attending court hearings can be a long and troublesome time for a victim having to re-live the abuse. The crown prosecution service has trained domestic abuse prosecutors across England and wales, some areas also have designated domestic abuse courts to deal with such cases (CPS 2017)
For victims it can be challenging to reach out to services for help, victims normally feel scared and ashamed of their situation, domestic violence impacts on their social life with friends and family, on their mental health and it can also have psychological effects. With the effects of the trauma it can stop victims from speaking out, (BBC news, abuse victim Anna Larke; ‘I felt ashamed’ 2012)
Males victims  of domestic abuse frequently feel the stigma attached to speaking out about their abuse, it’s a very taboo subject for men to talk about being a victim of domestic abuse, it comes with shame and men often feel likely they need to protect their manhood and not look weak. Christodoulou(2011) many social workers say there is stigma attached to being a male victim of domestic abuse. Despite the stigma men feel, the shame is slowly coming away as more people talk about their experience. There is a free phone helpline for men suffering or who have suffered from domestic abuse, the scheme allows men to have confidential conversations about their situations and to guiding them with knowledgeable advice (mankind initiative, 2019)
The strategies public services have put into place to help domestic abuse victims are promising, domestic abuse effects a big proportion of society. With the public services adapting and being more creative in their approach of the prevention of domestic violence it helps the victim speak out. The research I have done shows women are more likely to become victims. research shows women are also more likely to speak out abut there abuse however this differs for the male victims of domestic abuse therefore services acknowledge the obstacle men go through being a victim and they are trying to erase the stigma felt by the male population of domestic abuse. With the government pledging to give domestic abuse working sector more money it is helping to prevent, educate and minimise the risk of becoming a victim, it also helps to get people on the right tracks after fleeing from an abuser, helping them with housing etc. multi-agency meetings with the government, police and charity’s helps get every agency on the same tracks and with the specialist knowledge make the best guidelines to support people who find themselves in a domestic abuse situation.
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