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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Does the current policing model for managing Sex Offenders in South Wales protect victims of previous Sexual Offences, whilst deterring Offenders from committing further Sexual Offences?

INTRODUCTION:

I propose to undertake a research project on the current Police model of managing Sex Offenders. The primary objective of this research project will be concentrating on how the current model of management protects victims of Sex Offenders whilst also determining if the current model of management protects victims from further sexual offences through effective rehabilitation of offenders. Previous research conducted around this subject has concentrated primarily on the process of management and the sex offender themselves, with only a small insight being given into the protection of victims and subsequently their involvement within the management process of sex offenders. 

With the UK Government conducting research into and publishing the report “Tackling violence against Women & Girls” (HM Government, 2021) it has been established that there is further work to be done from a Policing perspective into how females are protected from Sexual Violence against them, therefore conducting research into this area is of importance to those within the Policing hierarchy.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


From studying previous research that has been conducted on Sex Offender management I have identified that the victim, although important does not have a say within how the police manage Sex Offenders and how this management then subsequently protects them, therefore through this research I will be looking at the following objectives:-

Objective One
· Is the current policing model of managing sex offenders effective?

To research this objective I will be utilising current research that is within the public domain and experience whilst on attachment with Gwent Police’s Multi-Agency Safeguarding and Operational Response to Violence and Offenders (MOSOVO) unit to determine what the current police model of managing sex offenders is and it’s effectiveness in preventing reoffending.

Objective Two
· Does the current policing model of managing sex offender protect victims of previous sexual abuse?

To research this objective I will be utilising current research available within the public domain and current Multi-Agency Safeguarding and Operational Response to Violence and Offenders (MOSOVO) officers experiences from Gwent Police and South Wales Police through the form of a questionnaire.

Objective Three
· Does the current policing model of managing sex offenders protect victims by preventing re-offending by sex offenders?

To research this objective I will be utilising current research available within the public domain and current Multi-Agency Safeguarding and Operational Response to Violence and Offenders (MOSOVO) officers experiences from Gwent Police and South Wales Police through the form of a questionnaire.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Throughout this research I will be utilising current research primarily through journals, articles and government reports due to the plentitude of material available.
The current research concentrates primarily on the model of policing and how it works and the sex offenders themselves, with the protection of the victim and their views regarding ongoing management and rehabilitation of sex offenders being a subject requiring further research.

Some of the key areas I will be focusing on will be the current model of policing Sex Offenders and it’s effectiveness, which will utilise existing research from Stephanie Kewley who has written a number of journal articles into the police management of Sex Offenders and approaches to it. I will look to utilise government reports such as the MAPPA Guidance published in 2023 and HMICFRS reports into police handling of female victims of Sex Offences. The references listed above is just a snapshot of the information I will utilise and there is a more comprehensive list within the reference list section below.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research method I propose to utilise is that of a questionnaire due to it’s ease of use and its simplicity to complete for those participating. The use of a questionnaire enables the questions asked to be specific to the area of study, which ensures the information collected is relevant and useable.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To ascertain the necessary information to complete this research I propose to utilise a questionnaire with the participants being those working within Gwent Police and South Wales Police Multi-Agency Safeguarding and Operational Response to Violence and Offender (MOSOVO) units, which are the police units within South Wales responsible for management of Sex Offenders. It is unknown at this point how many participants will be willing to undertake the questionnaire. 

The reason for utilising Police Officers within this area of work is due to their expertise within this area and due to the fact that they work with Sex Offenders on a daily basis, therefore understanding how their work protects victims.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

It is not perceived that there will be any ethical issues in relation to this research study due to no personal details being collected and the method of sampling utilising adults above the age of 18 who are currently working within the Policing area of study.

	TIME SCALE:

The current timescales for completion of each stage of this research project is as follows:

Literature Review – 5th February 2024
Research Methodology and Planning – 18th March 2024
Analysis of Results – 6th May 2024
Findings and Conclusion – 10th June 2024
Final Project Submission – 8th July 2024
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