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Introduction
For this assignment I have chosen two different types of buildings structures from two different time periods I have chosen a chapel and a castle. Whilst opting to compare the chapel and castle dissecting the differences between time, periods, use, cultural society, form and function.

Historical background Information and context
Oystermouth castle was built in the twelfth century during the Norman period it was built by William de Londres initially. Whilst being set ablaze the castle unfortunately was in need of a refurbishment and a large rebuild. During the thirteenth century the Braose family had taken control of the castle and had rebuilt a lot of the stone around the castle and also created the chapel. During the fourteenth century the castle had a new owner again this time conquered by Owain Glyndwr.  The castle has had an extremely eventful life span and has had different owners virtually every century from the sixteenth century it is recorded as ruins. Eventually in 1927 the castle was placed with Swansea Council, since being built the castle has been under constant attack and neglect and has been rebuilt empathetically up until 2009. In 2009 the Swansea council decided to refurbish the castle and placed modern glass staircase and banister adapting the Norman style castle. The Castle sits on a hill in prime position overlooking the surrounding landscape almost a bird’s eye view. Tabernacle Chapel was erected in 1872 and was created by Daniel Humphrey with a build cost of an eye watering £18,000. Tabernacle Chapel is based in Morriston at the time the chapel was being constructed the copper and tinplate industry was starting to attract more people to the town. As quoted by Anthony Jones "The largest, grandest and most expensive chapel built in Wales".  The Chapel has a staggering 160ft spire an which sits in the landscape and which still today can be seen at a great distance. The chapel was created by infusing different styles from different churches using Corinthian columns not always associated with churches.

Plan and Section
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 Digital Desk Website Date Accessed 18/01/19
Whilst studying the floorplan of Oystermouth castle it has very generous proportions, the entrance to the castle is south facing. The castle also would have had a second floor providing the residential accommodation. The castle has been divided into smaller rooms and the large courtyard is surrounded by also smaller outbuildings. From the floorplans there was also a spiral staircase installed.
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Tabernacle Chapel Website Date Accessed 19/01/19
The Chapel was intended to be built for large congregations following the industrial eruption in Morriston the chapel can hold up to three thousand people the sheer size and vulgarity creates an exceptional environment to worship. The section shows a three story chapel with traditional decorative windows with staircase on the left side and the upstairs seating on the right. The church although a Romanesque appearance to the front does not have a traditional floor plan of a church with the cross being the main floor plan. The ceiling is a ribbed arched ceiling highly decorated and hand painted.

Materials and Light
William de Lordes is responsible for the initial build of the castle although it seems the castle was initially built from wood and would have been constructed as a ringwork fort. Whilst being rebuilt numerous times the de Braose family reconstructed the castle from stone, sandstone, wood and local limestone. Traditionally castles were all constructed and designed similarly the castle in 2009 recently went under refurbishment with modern features such as a floating stairs and banister. The modern refurbishment is a far cry from the traditional slits, tracery windows, gothic and lancet arches. Tabernacle chapel built from stone, wood, stained glass windows is a church built with a difference. The Corinthian collums which create semi-circular arches and the decorated front of the church with two tracery windows, dentil moulding and its perpendicular tower.

Use
Tabernacle chapel is used on a regular basis and is used by the congregation but also by choirs on a regular basis. The chapel also is used by songs of praise to produce a television programme demonstrating the different uses of the chapel. The chapels space is predominantly used to worship with the largest part of the building being a communal space although there are toilet facilities, store room and a private section. The spire space is not a useable space as it is kept for maintain the spire and its clock. Oystermouth castle traditionally the use of the castle would be in the Norman era would be to defend the castle. The castle traditionally sat high on the high giving a view of the surrounding area and sea, the castles also were placed within marching distance of other castles. Whilst the use of building as residential it seems the great hall took the majority of the space and the impressive chapel that was later added in the perpendicular period. During its lifespan the castle has been used as a defence castle, a residential castle and today the castle is merely ruins which have been preserved and modernised.

Conclusion
Whilst studying these buildings the materials are both similar with stone being the most dominant feature on each building. The Tabernacle chapel is a non-conformist chapel and has a Romanesque appearance with the perpendicular period included and the decorative period included from the exterior. Oystermouth castle was built for the purpose of battle and being able to defend with the thick stone walls and the high doorways. Oystermouth castle has transitioned through centuries and still today although being a different use is now a tourist attraction attracting visitors far and wide. 
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