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Introduction – This briefing paper aims to highlight the importance of regarding the voice of the child who is showing continued difficulty with mixing with other children, communicating and sharing with others. The briefing paper will have particular reference to the United Nations Conventions Rights of the Child (UNCRC) demonstrating the significance of respecting children’s rights with a specific focus on National requirements.
The UNCRC is a list of 42 articles of rights that all children and young people have to be safe, to play, to have an education, to be healthy and content. In 2011, the UNCRC was made law in Wales (Welsh Government, 2015).






Article 19
All children should be kept safe and protected from exploitation and neglect (Child’s Rights International Network, 2019).
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 – Every individual practitioner working with children has an obligation to keep them safe. This includes identification of concerns, sharing information with the appropriate bodies and acting promptly (HM Government, 2018).
All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 – Vital for practitioners to safeguard children. The standards provide a summary for the framework which regulates how child protection referrals, procedures and individual proposals are formulated and transmitted (Children in Wales, 2014).
NSPCC – Practitioners can help to safeguard children by ensuring those who work with children do not pose a risk and can provide enhanced Disclosure Baring Service certificates. It is also important to maintain a safe environment where children feel self-assured to make contact with staff (NSPCC Learning, 2019).
Every Child Matters 2003 – An approach which changed the importance of multi-agency working such as effective communication between practitioners and outside agencies to certify the protection of children, give children a voice and working with children to identify individual needs (Chief Secretary, 2003).

Article 3
Everyone who works with children must have their best interests and children to always be priority in all choices and actions that concern them (Unicef, 2019).
Children Act 1989 – According to Lindon (2003) the legislation sets out key principles for those working with children including the welfare of children must always be main concern and children’s opinions and preferences must be respected in any decision.
Partnership with parents – The values and ethics of both staff and parents are a part of meeting the child’s needs. Team work and communication between practitioners and parents is vital to gain knowledge of a child which can help settling into a new environment (Ricciardi, 2013).
Children’s Rights Approach to Education in Wales - Practitioners should have partnerships with external services such as Speech and Language Therapists to guarantee the use of the values and application of a Children’s Rights Approach. This will aid to certify all children’s best interests are made priority in decisions (Holland, 2017).
The Foundation Phase Framework 2015 - The Foundation Phase curriculum in Wales allows practitioners to have a flexible approach to learning adapted to the child’s individual needs and phase of development (Department for Education and Skills, 2015).












Article 29
All children should have an education which should help and encourage their full potential of talents to the best of the child’s ability. In addition, Article 29 states education should also help to build respect for others and the world around them (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2019).
The Foundation Phase Framework 2015 – Practitioners are to be considerate, inspirational and enhance children’s aptitude for learning. All children should mature and progress in their development through suitable preparation and organised practises through the curriculum (Department for Education and Skills, 2015).
The Education Workforce Council – The EWC was founded by the Education (Wales) Act 2014 and is the self-governing regulator in Wales for teachers and learning support staff within schools. The purposes of the Council include contributing to the excellence of learning and teaching standards within Wales (Education Workforce Council, 2019).
Celebrating diverse communities and cultures – For children to build respect for others around them in the early years, children need to have admittance to an educational curriculum that replicates the diverse communities and cultures around them. Practitioners can help by celebrating festivals and the learning of additional languages such as Welsh (Rodgers and Wilmot, 2011). 
Professional values and beliefs – For children to develop to their full ability in the early years, practitioners are required to share the same values and beliefs. Principals which are of good quality within practice includes meeting the needs of all individuals, equal opportunities and inclusion and enhancing self-esteem (Daly et al, 2004).
Article 31
All children have the right to play, rest and participate in cultural activities (PlayBoard, 2019).
Play Policy Wales 2002 – The policy recognises the value of play in learning and the significance of children’s participation in free play in contributing to their wellbeing. Development and to learn about the world around them (Welsh Government, 2002). 
Play Wales – Play provides experiences to build on what children already know and supports learning development. Practitioners working with children need to consider how the best observational outcomes can take place from play taking place without interference or direction from adults (Play Wales, 2013).
Piaget’s theory of play – One of the most significant child development theorists. Piaget believed during play children will imitate something they have observed in real life and will then enact a ‘schema’ or their own understanding on the world (Fleer, 2017)
Foundation Phase 2015 – The Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) discuss how play should be esteemed and planned with well-defined aims for children’s education. Children need to have the prospect to participate in the aim, preparation and setting up extents in both indoor and outdoor environments. The learning environment should be appealing, inspiring, supple and give children motivation to learn.
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